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Photos courtesy of JetPack Aviation 


JetPack Aviation’s new generation of individual lift devices can remain airborne for 
more than 10 minutes at speeds of over 200 mph. 

By Wyatt Olson 
Stars and Stripes 

One-man jetpack flight has long 
tantalized the public. 

Functioning rocket packs were fea¬ 
tured in 1960s-era TV shows such 
as “Gilligan’s Island” and “Lost in 
Space,” and James Bond donned a 
Bell Rocket Belt in 1965 to escape vil¬ 
lains in “Thunderball.” 

But the flight duration for such com¬ 
pact machines — a class of aircraft 
called individual lift devices, or ILDs 
— was measured in seconds, and their 
fuel source was exotic. 

Breakthroughs in the past decade 
in miniaturization of electronics and 
the casting of advanced nickel alloys, 
however, have radically altered key 
technologies needed for developing 
practical, useful ILDs. 

JetPack Aviation in California ex¬ 
pects to have a full-scale ILD proto¬ 
type ready for initial flight testing by 
late summer for U.S. Special Opera¬ 
tions Command, or SOCOM. The tur¬ 
bine-engine-driven device can reach 
speeds over 200 mph and remain air¬ 
borne for more than 10 minutes. 

SEE JETPACK ON PAGE 8 


The age of true 
jetpack flight is 
near, and SOCC 
wants in on it 



Court-martial against USS Fitzgerald commander stalled 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The court-mar¬ 
tial of Cmdr. Bryce Benson, the for¬ 
mer commanding officer of the USS 
Fitzgerald involved in a deadly 2017 
collision, has taken a new turn. 

A military judge has disqualified 


Navy Adm. Frank Caldwell from 
serving as the convening authority 
in Benson’s case, effectively pausing 
the legal action against him and rais¬ 
ing the possibility that the charges 
could be dismissed. 

As a result of the disqualification, 
the court-martial of Benson is no 
longer valid, and it narrows the pool 


of remaining Navy authorities who 
could pursue the charges. The Navy’s 
vice chief of naval operations and the 
chief of naval operations, or CNO, are 
left to oversee the case, which seems 
unlikely, one expert said. 

“It’s a mqjor win” for Benson and 
his legal team, said Lawrence B. 
Brennan, a law professor at Fordham 


University School of Law and a re¬ 
tired Navy captain who served in the 
Judge Advocate General’s Corps. “I 
would say that it is improbable that 
either the vice chief or the CNO could 
act as convening authorities in these 
cases. It’s highly improbable.” 

SEE FITZGERALD ON PAGE 2 
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Fitzgerald: Navy says next 
steps in case remain to be seen 


Despite ruling, DOD holds 
off on transgender ban 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Seven sailors were killed June 
17, 2017, when the Fitzgerald and 
a commercial vessel, the ACX 
Crystal, collided in the dark 
in busy waters off the coast of 
Japan. Benson is charged with 
two counts of dereliction of duty 
through neglect and improper 
hazarding a vessel through negli¬ 
gence. A charge of negligent ho¬ 
micide has been dropped. 

In a new ruling shared with 
Stars and Stripes, the judge, Capt. 
J.T. Stephens, found that Caldwell 
had stepped outside his neutral 
role in a related January 2018 
hearing. 

“The court finds that the De¬ 
fense established by a prepon¬ 
derance of the evidence that 
[Caldwell] abdicated his neutral 
role in favor of a prosecutorial 
role” through comments made 
outside of the Benson case, Ste¬ 
phens said. 

The move was lauded by Ben¬ 
son’s attorney Wednesday. 

“Our system’s rules — espe¬ 
cially those derived from Article 
1 of the [Uniform Code of Mili¬ 
tary Justice] — are designed to 
guarantee the fundamental right 
to a fair trial,” said Lt. Cmdr. 
Justin Henderson. “We are glad 
the military judge saw this issue 
our way, and we await a thought¬ 
ful and just response from senior 
Navy leadership.” 

The Navy said the next steps in 
the case remain to be seen. 

“The Navy is reviewing the 
court’s ruling and assessing legal 
options in this case. All future ac¬ 
tion will be in the best interest of 
justice,” the Navy said in a state¬ 
ment issued by a spokeswoman. 

The decision comes on the heels 


The guy... didn’t 
remember his 
duty as convening 
authority, his 
quasi-judicial 
responsibility, f 

Lawrence B. Brennan 

Fordham University law professor 


of another ruling by Stephens last 
month that statements by the 
Navy’s top two officers about the 
Fitzgerald collision constituted 
apparent unlawful command in¬ 
fluence, but not enough to merit a 
dismissal of the case. 

In the December ruling, Ste¬ 
phens found that the chief and 
vice chief of naval operations had 
stated on multiple occasions that 
as commanding officer, Benson 
was responsible for — or guilty 
of negligence in — the collision, 
and those statements “ignored 
the accused’s presumption of 
innocence.” 

Brennan, who has been follow¬ 
ing cases related to the separate 
deadly collisions of the Fitzger¬ 
ald and the USS John S. Mc¬ 
Cain, which left 10 sailors dead 
in August 2017, said it’s clear that 
Caldwell compromised his neu¬ 
tral role. 

“The guy got out of his role as a 
judicial officer and joined ... the 
public affairs position,” Brennan 
said. “He didn’t remember his 
duty as convening authority, his 
quasi-judicial responsibility.” 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 


By Corey Dickstein 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Penta¬ 
gon will not immediately imple¬ 
ment President Donald Trump’s 
ban on transgender men and 
women serving in the military, 
the Defense Department said 
Wednesday, one day after the Su¬ 
preme Court removed some legal 
roadblocks that have stalled the 
controversial policy. 

The Supreme Court’s 5-4 deci¬ 
sion on Tuesday removed prelim¬ 
inary injunctions that for more 
than a year halted the Pentagon 
from implementing the so-called 
“Mattis Plan,” a policy penned 
by former Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis at Trump’s direction that 
would ban most transgender men 
and women from enlisting in the 
military. 

However, one such preliminary 
injunction issued by a federal 
judge overseeing a discrimination 
lawsuit in Maryland remained in 
place as of Wednesday, said Air 
Force Lt. Col. Carla Gleason, a 
Pentagon spokeswoman. 

The Department of Justice “is 
seeking relief from this remaining 
injunction in light of the Supreme 
Court’s action, but at present it re¬ 
mains in place,” Gleason said. She 
stressed as of Wednesday that the 
Pentagon continued to operate 
under the Defense Department’s 
2016 policy, which opened mili¬ 
tary service to transgender men 
and women and allowed them to 


enlist starting Jan. 1, 2018. 

“The Department (of Defense) 
is consulting with the Depart¬ 
ment of Justice on next steps in 
the litigation,” Gleason said. “We 
look forward to continuing to 
press our case in the courts.” 

A White House effort to ban 
transgender people from military 
service has been mired in confu¬ 
sion and litigation since Trump’s 
surprise announcement in July 
2017 via Twitter that he would no 
longer allow transgender people 
to serve. The directive — made 
formal in a White House order 
about a month later — came with¬ 
out any apparent consultation 
among top Pentagon officials and 
was decried by Democratic law¬ 
makers and advocates for trans¬ 
gender individuals as a political 
move. 

Mattis’ plan was issued in 
March 2018 and claimed open 
service by transgender men and 
women could undermine the 
military’s combat readiness. It 
sought to exclude transgender 
individuals who had undergone 
a sex transition or were seeking 
to transition from their biological 
gender from joining the military. 
However, it granted exceptions 
for active-duty servicemembers 
who had already identified them¬ 
selves as transgender. Officials 
said there were about 900 such 
servicemembers in the military 
now. 

In separate statements Tues¬ 
day, the Justice Department and 


Pentagon lauded the Supreme 
Court decision. 

The Defense Department urged 
the courts to allow the Pentagon 
to implement its policies, saying 
it was “critical ... to ensure the 
most lethal and combat effective 
fighting force in the world.” 

The Supreme Court’s vote 
Tuesday followed political lines 
and was slammed by LGBTQ 
rights groups. 

Lamda Legal and OutServe- 
SLDN, the organization that filed 
the first challenge to the ban in 
US. District Court in Seattle, 
criticized the decision as “per¬ 
plexing” and disappointing.” 

“For more than 30 months, 
transgender troops have been 
serving our country openly with 
valor and distinction, but now 
the rug has been ripped out from 
under them, once again,” Lambda 
Legal Counsel Peter Renn said. 
“We will redouble our efforts to 
send this discriminatory ban to 
the trash heap of history where it 
belongs.” 

Court cases challenging the 
ban were moving forward in 
Washington state, California, the 
District of Columbia and Mary¬ 
land, and a trial was slated for 
later this year for at least one of 
the cases. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Claudia 
Grisales contributed to this report. 
dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
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Intelligence report: US faces diverse threats 


We must be ready to meet the 21st-century 
challenges and to recognize emei^ing threats and 
opportunities. ^ 

Dan Coats 

director of national intelligence 


By Susannah George 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Russia’s efforts to 
expand its influence and China’s modern¬ 
izing military are among the “ever more 
diverse” threats facing the U.S., accord¬ 
ing to a major intelligence report released 
Tuesday. 

The National Intelligence Strategy re¬ 
port, issued every four years, also singles 
out such potential threats as North Korea’s 
pursuit of nuclear weapons, the growing 
cyber capabilities of U.S. adversaries and 
global political instability. 

The report, which sets out the priorities 
for the various agencies that make up the 
U.S. intelligence community, notes that 
the United States “faces an increasingly 
complex and uncertain world in which 
threats are becoming ever more diverse 
and interconnected.” 

Director of National Intelligence Dan 
Coats said in a letter accompanying the re¬ 
port that the U.S. agencies must adapt to 
respond to what he calls a “turbulent and 
complex” environment. 


“We face significant changes in the do¬ 
mestic and global environment,” Coats 
said. “We must be ready to meet the 
21st-century challenges and to recognize 
emerging threats and opportunities.” 

He said the intelligence community 
must improve cooperation among mem¬ 
ber agencies and foster more innovation. 
He also said agencies must do more to in¬ 
crease transparency to raise public trust in 
their work. 

The report does not rank the threats, 
but the first section is devoted to the threat 
posed by “traditional adversaries” seeking 
to take advantage of the weakening of the 
post-World War II international order and 
increasingly isolationist tendencies in the 


West. “Russian efforts to increase its influ¬ 
ence and authority are likely to continue 
and may conflict with U.S. goals and pri¬ 
orities in multiple regions,” it says. 

Coats also addressed his staff at the 
strategy’s rollout, pledging that the intelli¬ 
gence community would not be dissuaded 
from “seeking the truth, and when we find 
the truth, speaking the truth.” 

Coats said the 17-agency intelligence 
community plans to operate with greater 
transparency to earn and uphold the trust 
of policymakers and the American people. 

Senior intelligence officials at the strat¬ 
egy’s unveiling did not address statements 
from President Donald Trump dismiss¬ 
ing intelligence findings. Trump has ex¬ 


pressed disregard for key intelligence 
findings regarding Russian influence in 
the 2016 election and Saudi Arabia’s role in 
the killing of writer Jamal Khashoggi. 

Speaking broadly, one senior director 
of national intelligence official said the 
push for greater transparency is part of 
an effort to restore trust with the Ameri¬ 
can people following Edward Snowden’s 
2013 leak of classified U.S. material about 
America’s surveillance programs. Senior 
intelligence officials briefed journalists at 
the strategy’s unveiling on condition they 
not be cited by name. 

The 2019 National Intelligence Strategy 
report also discusses China’s moderniza¬ 
tion of its military and pursuit of “predom¬ 
inance” in the Pacific region. 

The strategy notes that both China and 
Russia continue to pursue anti-satellite 
weapons to weaken the U.S. military and 
security. 

It also says the threat from hacking is 
growing as more adversaries acquire the 
technology to interfere with U.S. computer 
systems. 


Russia shows 
new missile 
that US says 
violates pact 



Pavel Golovkin/AP 

Russian military officers stand by as the 9IVI729, center; its launcher, left; and the 9IVI728, right, land-based cruise missiles are 
displayed in Kubinka outside Moscow on Wednesday. 


By Vladimir Isachenkov 

Associated Press 

MOSCOW — The Russian military on 
Wednesday rolled out a new missile and 
released its specifications, seeking to dis¬ 
pel the U.S. claim that the weapon violates 
a key nuclear arms pact. 

The military insisted that the 9M729 
land-based cruise missile conforms to the 
limits of the 1987 Intermediate-Range Nu¬ 
clear Forces Treaty, firmly rejecting the 
U.S. claim that it has broken the pact by 
testing and deploying it. 

The U.S. has announced its intention to 
abandon the INF, charging that the new 
Russian missile violates provisions of the 
pact that ban production, testing and de¬ 
ployment of land-based cruise and ballistic 
missiles with a range of 310 to 3,410 miles. 
Washington said it will suspend its treaty 
obligations if Russian fails to come into 
compliance by destroying all of its 9M729 
missiles by Feb. 2. 

Lt. Gen. Mikhail Matveevsky, the chief 
of the military’s missile and artillery forc¬ 
es, said at a meeting with foreign military 
attaches that the new missile, which is part 
of the Iskander-M missile system, has a 
maximum range of 298 miles. 

He said that the 9M729 missile differs 
from the previous 9M728 model by having 
a more powerful warhead and guidance 
system that enhances its precision. 

The general then took the military at¬ 
taches on a tour of the missile along with its 
mobile launcher displayed at the military’s 
exhibition center near Moscow. 

Matveevsky insisted that the new mis¬ 
sile’s booster, cruising engine and fuel tank 
remain unchanged. He rejected the U.S. 
claim that the missile’s increased length 
reflected a bigger fuel tank, allowing a 
greater range, saying the tank size and fuel 
are identical to those of the older model. 


The general noted that the new missile 
actually has a range 6 miles less than the 
older type due to heavier warhead and con¬ 
trol systems. 

Matveevsky emphasized that the new 
missile can’t be modified in field condi¬ 
tions. He explained that the upgraded mo¬ 
bile launcher for the new type of missile 
is bigger because it carries four of them 
rather than the previous two. 

Matveevsky said the presentation un¬ 
derlined Russia’s “increased transparency 
and our adherence to the INF Treaty.” 

The Kremlin has staunchly denied the 
U.S. claim of Russian violations. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryab- 
kov noted Wednesday that the U.S. hasn’t 
put forward any data to prove its claim that 
Russia has tested the missile at a range ex¬ 
ceeding the treaty’s limit. He said the U.S. 
ignored Moscow’s offer to inspect the mis¬ 


sile made during talks in Geneva earlier 
this month — a refusal he alleged reflected 
the lack of U.S. interest in negotiations. 

He said the U.S. has made it clear during 
diplomatic contacts that President Donald 
Trump’s decision to abandon the pact is 
final and not subject to talks. 

“We were given a clear message that this 
decision isn’t an invitation to dialogue and 
is final,” Ryabkov said. 

U.S. Undersecretary of State Andrea 
Thompson, who led the American side in 
the talks, has said that Moscow’s offer is 
inadequate. 

“To see the missile does not confirm the 
distance that missile can travel, and at the 
end of the day that’s the violation of the 
treaty,” she told reporters last week. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin has 
insisted that it makes no sense for Russia 
to violate the pact by deploying the new 


land-based missile because it has similar 
missiles on ships and aircraft that are al¬ 
lowed by the INF Treaty. 

The prospective collapse of the INF 
Treaty has raised concern in Europe, 
where many feared it would set the stage 
for a repeat of a Cold War showdown in the 
1980s, when the U.S. and the Soviet Union 
both deployed intermediate-range missiles 
on the continent. 

Such missiles were seen as particularly 
destabilizing as they take only a few min¬ 
utes to reach their targets, leaving no time 
for decision-makers and raising the like¬ 
lihood of a global nuclear conflict over a 
false launch warning. 

Putin has warned that if the U.S. deploys 
such weapons in Europe after abandoning 
the treaty, Russia will respond by target¬ 
ing nations that would host them. 
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III MEF Marine honored for bravery on Okinawa 



Matt BuRKE/Stars and Stripes 


Marine Maj. William Easter, left, of the III Marine Expeditionary 
Force on Okinawa, receives a letter of appreciation Tuesday from 
Chatan Mayor Masaharu Noguni for a rescue at sea in December. 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND AyA IcHIHASHI 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— Marine M^. William Easter 
was preparing for a run on the 
Okinawa seawall near American 
Village on the afternoon of Dec. 8 
when he heard cries for help com¬ 
ing from the shore. 

Looking closer, Easter saw an 
exhausted man who had made it 
to shore after a swim, but whose 
pregnant wife was in distress 
roughly a quarter-mile out. 

Easter, the theater security 
cooperation officer with the III 
Marine Expeditionary Force at 
Camp Courtney, acted quickly. 
With a life preserver in one hand, 
he swam 300 yards to the woman 
and waited with her until help ar¬ 
rived, probably saving her life. 

He was recognized Tues¬ 
day for his heroism by Chatan 
Mayor Masaharu Noguni, who 
presented Easter with a letter of 
appreciation. 

“We appreciate your brave ac¬ 
tion,” Noguni said. 

For Easter, Dec. 8 started out 
as a “fairly routine day.” The 39- 
year-old from Beaufort, S.C., had 
just left the base gym and was 
about to jog the seawall, he told 
Stars and Stripes after the cer¬ 


emony. About 2:40 p.m., just as he 
put his ear buds in, he heard the 
cries for help. 

The couple had been snorkel- 
ing, and when they tried to head 
in only the husband was able to 
make it out of the choppy water, 
Nirai fire chief Morikatsu Saki- 
hara said during Tuesday’s 
ceremony. 


The husband began calling for 
help to rescue his wife, who was 
described as an American in her 
20s. The distraught man told Eas¬ 
ter he was too exhausted to make 
the swim. 

“I could see her in the distance, 
a little head bobbing there in the 
water,” Easter said. “I looked at 
it and I said, ‘Wow, that is not a 



Aya IcHiHASHi/Stars and Stripes 


A stretch of the Okinawa seawall 
is seen recently in Chatan, 
Okinawa. 

short swim.’ You’re not going to 
do that very easily.” 

Two other men happened by. 
Thinking quickly, Easter told one 
to call Japan’s equivalent to 911; 
he told the other to get him a flo¬ 
tation device from one of the dive 
shops along the seawall. 

The man came back with an 
orange, circular life-preserver, 
Easter said. The Marine then 
swam about 1,000 feet out to the 
woman, Sakihara said. He got her 
up on the life-preserver and then 
treaded water for approximately 
30 minutes while he waited for 


emergency services to arrive. 

“I had heard sirens in the dis¬ 
tance so I knew something was 
happening,” Easter said. 

Chatan fire officials arrived on 
a jet ski and plucked Easter and 
the exhausted woman out of the 
sea. 

“She could have drowned,” 
Sakihara said. 

Easter’s supervisor. Marine 
Col. Bob Castro, assistant chief 
of staff for III MEF G-5, said he 
wasn’t surprised by Easter’s ac¬ 
tions that day, but was shocked by 
the conditions he swam into. 

“He’s very kind-hearted, very 
loyal; he’s a good Marine,” Castro 
said. “Being an infantry officer, 
he understood being in a difficult 
situation and how to put the situa¬ 
tion in perspective, gain control of 
it and then react. He followed the 
basic infantry leadership traits 
and he did this very well.” 

The Marines plan to honor Eas¬ 
ter with an award later, Castro 
said. 

It’s “something that kind of 
comes with being a Marine,” 
Easter told Noguni prior to the 
ceremony. “When you see that 
someone needs help, you go out 
and you do it. You don’t think 
about it.” 


burke.matt@stripes.com 

ichihashi.aya@stripes.com 
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S. Korea accuses Japanese 
plane of threatening flight 


Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — South Korea’s mili¬ 
tary accused Japan of a “clear provocation’’ 
over what it said was a threatening low-altitude 
flight by a Japanese patrol plane over a South 
Korean warship Wednesday. 

Seoul’s joint chiefs of staff said the plane flew 
196 to 229 feet above the water near a South Ko¬ 
rean naval ship in seas southwest of the Korean 
Peninsula. 

Japanese Defense Minister Takeshi Iwaya 
denied the allegation, saying the aircraft 
flew more than twice as high as South Korea 
claimed. Japanese Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Yoshihide Suga said it was “essential that the 
Japanese and South Korean defense authori¬ 
ties try to communicate and promote better 
understanding.” 


Seoul and Tokyo are key U.S. allies and close 
economic partners but are currently locked 
in disputes over military issues and wartime 
history. 

The announcement comes after a weekslong 
spat between the countries’ militaries over Jap¬ 
anese allegations that a South Korean warship 
locked its fire-control radar on a Japanese pa¬ 
trol plane in December. South Korea’s military 
denied the allegation. 

The disputes between the militaries have 
further strained relations between Seoul and 
Tokyo, which have sunk to their worst level 
in recent years over compensation issues re¬ 
lated to the Japanese army’s sexual abuse of 
“comfort women” and forced labor by Koreans 
during Japan’s colonial rule of the Korean Pen¬ 
insula from 1910 through 1945. 


Soldier found dead at Alaska base 


By Wyatt Olson 
Stars and Stripes 



A 24-year-old soldier was found dead 
in the company arms room Friday at 
Fort Wainwright, Alaska, the Army 
said Monday. 

Military per¬ 
sonnel discov¬ 
ered the body 
of Spc. Ashvin 
James Slaughter, 
who had been 
assigned to Fort 
Wainwright in 
January 2017, the 
Army said in a 
statement. 

Slaughter u.s Army 

Criminal Investigation Command 
does not at this point suspect foul play, 
although investigators have not com¬ 
pletely ruled it out as the investigation 
into the death continues, the Army 
said. 


The Army did not provide further 
information about the investigation. 

Slaughter was an infantryman with 
the 1st Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 
25th Infantry Division at Wainwright. 
He joined the Army from Bellaire, 
Texas, in September 2016, the Army 
said. 

“We are devastated by the loss of 
Spc. Ashvin Slaughter,” Lt. Col. Jimmy 
Howell, commander of the 3rd Bat¬ 
talion, 21st Infantry Regiment, said 
in the statement. “Spc. Slaughter has 
proudly served with distinction as a 
rifleman, automatic rifleman, and 
Stryker driver in A Co, 3-21 IN.” 

The infantryman was “bright, funny, 
endearing to all who knew him,” How¬ 
ell said. “He was loved and valued by 
his military family here in Alaska. We 
express our deepest condolences to his 
family back home in Houston.” 

olson.wyattdistripes.com 
Twitter: (aWyattWOlson 


USAF F-16s based in S. Korea in Philippines to train with counterparts 


By Theron Godbold 

Stars and Stripes 

Air Force F-16s from the Ko¬ 
rean Peninsula have been flying 
and training with their Philippine 
counterparts since late last week 
at Cesar Basa Air Base. 

The Fighting Falcons from the 


113th Fighter Wing at Kunsan 
Air Base, South Korea, along with 
their aircrews and maintenance 
and support personnel, have 
joined Philippine FA-50 light at¬ 
tack jets for drills in the air while 
grounds crews from both nations 
train on intelligence, maintenance 
and flight-line and back-shop pro¬ 


cedures, according to an Air Force 
statement issued Friday. 

The exercise — called Bilateral 
Air Contingent Exchange-Philip- 
pines, or BACE-P — allows both 
militaries to work together to 
“deepen relationships, which ulti¬ 
mately supports maintaining a free 
and open Indo-Pacific,” Col. Chris¬ 


topher Faurot, Pacific Air Force’s 
senior officer in charge of the ex¬ 
change, said in the statement. 

It was unclear when this year’s 
BACE-P would end. Past exercises 
have lasted nearly two weeks. 

In previous exchanges, differ¬ 
ent aircraft types — including Air 
Force A-lOs, C-130s and HH-60s 


and Navy E/A-18 Growlers — were 
put to work exercising a range of 
airpower capabilities. 

The exercises started in April 
2016 at Clark Air Base, formerly a 
U.S. installation and now a Philip¬ 
pine facility, the Air Force said. 

godbold.theron@stripes.com 
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Open to aU hands. 
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House OKs 
new NATO 
protection 



Andrew Harnik/AP 


House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer, of Maryland, left, accompanied by Rep. Jimmy Panetta, D-Calif., and Rep. Chrissy Houlahan, 
D-Pa., speaks at a news conference Tuesday to introduce legislation supporting NATO on Capitol Hill in Washington. 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The House over¬ 
whelmingly approved legislation Tuesday 
night that would trigger new protections to 
ensure the United States remains in NATO 
and thwart moves by President Donald 
Trump to quit the alliance. 

The lower chamber voted 357 to 22 to 
approve the plan, which now heads to the 
Senate, where similar legislation has been 
introduced. 

The move came hours after House Ma¬ 
jority Leader Rep. Steny Hoyer, D-Md., 
and Reps. Jimmy Panetta, D-Calif., and 
Chrissy Houlahan, D-Pa., joined other 
Democratic members to speak in support 
of the plan, saying it was a critical way to 
fend off ongoing threats from the Trump 
administration to leave the alliance. 

The legislation — H.R. 676, called the 
NATO Support Act — makes clear that no 
funds will be used to withdraw the United 
States from the alliance. 

“Being a member of NATO is not like 
being a member of a country club. Instead 
we value our NATO partners,” said Panet¬ 
ta, the bill’s lead sponsor, who is a veteran 
Navy Reserve intelligence officer and son 
of former Defense Secretary, CIA Director 
and White House Chief of Staff Leon Pa¬ 
netta. “NATO is instrumental in setting us 
apart from Russia. We have allies that will 
stand by us; Russia does not.” 

At a time of fierce political divisions 
in Washington, the US. commitment to 
NATO remains one of the few issues that 
has bipartisan backing. 

The efforts come after reports that 
Trump has repeatedly expressed inter¬ 
est to senior advisers about quitting the 
alliance. 

The president’s ambivalence about 
American military commitments in Eu¬ 
rope and doubts about the utility of NATO 
aren’t new. During a NATO summit in July, 
Trump caused a stir when he hectored al¬ 
lies about their failure to invest more in 
defense and threatened the United States 
could “go our own way” if things didn’t 
change. That prompted US. lawmakers to 


introduce legislation at the time seeking to 
block any attempt to withdraw from NATO, 
but the matter never came to a vote. 

Houlahan, a veteran Air Force officer 
who is a third-generation servicemember 
in her family, agreed with her colleagues 
that it’s bizarre that they have to stand up 
for NATO, which has helped keep peace 
around the world for seven decades. 

“Walking away from our own commit¬ 
ment to this organization would be a tragic 
mistake,” said Houlahan, a co-sponsor of 
the measure. “Leaving NATO is helpful 
only to China and Russia, who want to see 
an erosion of US. leadership in the world.” 

Other military veterans who are co¬ 
sponsoring the plan include Reps. Adam 
Kinzinger, R-Ill.; Seth Moulton, D-Mass.; 
and Mike Gallagher, R-Wis. 

Hoyer had predicted the legislation would 
pass with bipartisan support Tuesday. 

“This bill makes it clear that the United 
States Congress still believes” in the NATO 
mission, Hoyer said. And it prevents “any 
shorthanded efforts to undermine NATO 
or unilaterally withdraw our country.” 

This also comes on the heels of bipar¬ 
tisan Senate legislation filed Thursday to 
prohibit Trump from quitting the NATO 
alliance amid fresh concerns about the 
president’s commitment to the 70-year- 


old military pact. The Senate legislation, 
S.J.Res. 4, was also filed in the previous 
congressional session. 

That bill, with sponsors that include Sen. 
Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., and Sen. Tim 
Kaine, D-Va., requires Trump to gain Sen¬ 
ate approval before terminating support of 
NATO. 

If Trump attempted to leave NATO, the 
bill would prohibit funding from being used 
to do so and would authorize congressional 
legal counsel to challenge the administra¬ 
tion in court. Trump has said previously 
that he believes he has the authority to pull 
out of the alliance if he so chooses. 

The Senate’s renewed concerns about 
White House commitment to NATO, which 
was founded in the aftermath of World 
War II as a collective bulwark against 
Soviet expansion, comes after a series 
of abrupt foreign policy changes. Those 
include Trump’s call to pull forces out of 
Syria and downsize the military mission in 
Afghanistan. 

Kaine, a member of the Senate Foreign 
Relations and Armed Services committees, 
said last week such sudden policy changes 
“and [Trump’s] deference to Vladimir 
Putin — is destroying strategic partner¬ 
ships we have forged with allies across the 
world.” 


“At a time of increased Russian aggres¬ 
sion and global threats, our alliance with 
NATO is more important than ever to en¬ 
sure the safety of the American people,” 
Kaine said. 

There is significant popular support for 
NATO in the United States, where 62 per¬ 
cent of Americans have a favorable view of 
the alliance, up from 53 percent in 2016, 
according to a 2017 Pew Research Center 
poll. Still, there has been debate over the 
years about whether the US. military was 
over-committed in Europe amid questions 
about NATO’s relevance after the end of 
the Cold War. 

During former President Barack 
Obama’s administration, numerous Re¬ 
publican and Democratic lawmakers 
expressed interest in reducing troop num¬ 
bers in Europe as a way to save money and 
give a boost to American garrison towns. 
Such debates in Washington largely ended 
after Russia’s military intervention in 
Ukraine in 2014 along with concerns about 
Moscow’s meddling in US. and European 
elections. 

Stars and Stripes staff writer John Vandiver con¬ 
tributed to this story. 
grisales.ciaudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisaies 


New GOP faces fill Senate Armed Services Committee spaces 


By Andrew Clevenger 
CQ-Roll Call 

WASHINGTON — As the Sen¬ 
ate Armed Services Committee 
sets about its work in the 116th 
Congress, a handful of new faces 
will help shape the national secu¬ 
rity debate on the Republican side 
of the dais. 

Five GOP freshmen have 
landed spots on the panel, an un¬ 
usually high number for a com¬ 
mittee that is particularly coveted 
among members whose states 
have military or defense industry 
presences. 

The new GOP members are 
Marsha Blackburn, of Tennessee; 
Kevin Cramer, of North Dakota; 
Josh Hawley, of Missouri; Mar¬ 


tha McSally, of Arizona; and Rick 
Scott, of Florida. 

Two of those — Hawley and 
Scott — defeated Democratic 
members of the Armed Services 
panel in November’s midterms, 
so their appointment means a cer¬ 
tain amount of continuity for their 
state’s interests. 

Florida is home to numerous 
mihtary installations, including 
the headquarters of US. Central 
Command, US. Southern Com¬ 
mand and US. Special Forces. In 
addition to three military bases, 
Missouri boasts a Boeing manu¬ 
facturing plant that recently 
nabbed a $9.2 billion contract to 
build the Air Force’s new trainer 
jet. 

For five new Republican sena¬ 


tors to join the committee, five 
GOP members had to leave. 

Departures include Sens. Ted 
Cruz, of Texas; Lindsey Graham, 
of South Carolina; Ben Sasse, of 
Nebraska; and Tim Scott, of South 
Carohna. Arizona Sen. Jon Kyi, 
who had been appointed to fill out 
the unexpired term of late Senate 
Armed Services Chairman John 
McCain, who died in August 2018, 
retired. 

McSally, a retired Air Force 
fighter pilot, replaced Kyi in the 
Senate and on the committee, 
extending Arizona’s decades-old 
streak of having a member on the 
Armed Service Committee that 
dates back to Sen. Barry Goldwa- 
ter, who was chairman of the panel 
in the 1980s. Arizona is home to a 


number of military assets, includ¬ 
ing Luke and Davis Monthan Air 
Force bases and the Army’s mas¬ 
sive Yuma Proving Ground. 

The Armed Services seat is 
a win for Cramer, whose home 
state includes Minot and Grand 
Forks Air Force bases. Tennessee, 
meanwhile, has not had a seat on 
Armed Services in several years. 
It is home to several smaller mili¬ 
tary installations. 

Graham told CQ that he left in 
part because he knew that serv¬ 
ing as chairman of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee would take 
up more of his time. As it was, he 
had needed a waiver to serve on 
Armed Services in addition to Ju¬ 
diciary and Appropriations. 

Another cause for turnover may 


be a loss of the perceived stature 
of the committee. 

Mackenzie Eaglen, a resident 
fellow at the American Enterprise 
Institute, said seats on Senate 
Armed Services are less presti¬ 
gious today than they have been 
over the last 30 years. 

Additionally, the person holding 
the gavel can influence the rank- 
and-file’s desire to serve on the 
committee, she said. 

Democrats have two new mem¬ 
bers and a returning previous 
member. Sens. Tammy Duck¬ 
worth, of Illinois, and Doug Jones, 
of Alabama, are new to the com¬ 
mittee, while Joe Manchin III, of 
West Virginia, returns after a two- 
year hiatus. 
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Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


This map shows the proposed path of a road extension that will allow 
drivers to cross Yokota Air Base, Japan, without stopping for aircraft. 


Yokota project will 
allow drivers to avoid 
stopping for aircraft 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan 
— A $5.2 million road construc¬ 
tion project at the home of U.S. 
Forces Japan will eventually allow 
motorists to drive across the base 
without giving way to aircraft, Air 
Force officials said. 

The project, which kicked off 
Monday and is expected to last at 
least 18 months, will extend a road 
that allows commuters to drive 
nonstop around the north end of 
Yokota’s runway, 374th Civil Engi¬ 
neer Squadron portfolio optimiza¬ 
tion chief George Matusak said in 
a report posted on the base’s offi¬ 
cial website. 

Existing roads go directly across 
the runway’s north and south ends, 
meaning motorists must wait at 
traffic lights when aircraft are tak¬ 
ing off or landing. 

A map of the planned Air Force- 
funded three-quarter-mile exten¬ 
sion shows that it will follow an 
existing pedestrian and cycle path 
on the base’s north side. 

Motorists will be about 400 feet 
from Yokota’s overrun and 1,200 
feet from its runway when using 
the new road, Matusak said in an 
email Wednesday. 

“Typically, the road should be 
[farther away from the runway] 
however this is impossible at Yoko¬ 
ta AB due to the constrained space 
of the base perimeter,” he said. 
“However, the road is far enough 
away to not interfere with any fly¬ 
ing operations or impact safety.” 

The extension will be depressed 
to keep vehicles from obstructing 
runway centerline lights, Matusak 
added. 

During construction, the road 
that now crosses the runway’s 
north end will be closed for at least 
18 months, he said. 

“With that in mind, we wanted 
to make sure the south (overrun) 
is in good shape because all traffic 
is now moving to the south end,” he 
said. “So, we are doing a quick over¬ 
lay of the south end to prepare.” 

From Jan. 21 to April 12, both 
overruns will be under construc¬ 


tion in alternating schedules, the 
base report said. 

“At no point will both overruns 
be closed at the same time, so 
commuters will not have to exit 
base and re-enter on the side of 
their destination,” Matusak said. 
“Because the south overrun sees 
significantly more traffic, it will 
remain open during the day, only 
closing at night to limit inconve¬ 
nience as much as possible.” 

Until April 12, the south overrun 
will be open from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m., 
while the north overrun will be 
open from 5 p.m. to 7 a.m. 

After April 12, the south overrun 
is scheduled to be fully operational 
and the north overrun will remain 
on night hours until July 1, after 
which it will fully close until work 
is completed, the base report said. 

Commuters should prepare for 
increased travel times due to traf¬ 
fic and construction equipment, 
Eddie Bagtas, 374th CES project 
management chief, said in the base 
report. 

“Progress is always painful, 
but this is all for the benefit of the 
population,” he said. “We ask for 
patience and understanding along 
the way.” 

Master Sgt. Chris Mace, an 
Air Force maintainer who has 
lived in Yokota’s east-side hous¬ 
ing area since 2015, said Tuesday 
he’d heard about the road plan but 
didn’t think it would happen while 
he was in Japan. 

“We’re here for the mission and 
I definitely understand that... [but 
delays crossing the runway] have 
made me late for appointments and 
picking up the kids from school,” 
he said. 

On-base traffic jams happen 
when there are mechanical issues 
with aircraft on the runway, Mace 
said. 

For example, there was a 90- 
minute delay after a C-130 Hercu¬ 
les blew tires out and an hourlong 
wait after a KC-135 Stratotanker 
had problems with its landing gear, 
he said when recalling incidents 
from the past few years. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


DOD, Priceline team up for 
military travel booking site 


By Nancy Trejos 
USA Today 

The Department of Defense has enlisted the online 
travel agency Priceline to create a new leisure travel 
site for current and retired U.S. military personnel. 

The new website, American Forces Travel, will 
give the military community access to hotel, flight, 
car rental and cruise deals. There will also be ne¬ 
gotiated prices on vacation homes, apartments and 
packages for savings up to 60 percent. 

More than 1 million hotel deals will be available in 
more than 71,000 destinations around the world. 

The Department of Defense has about 1.3 million 
people in active service around the world. 

But at launch, American Forces Travel will be 
open to more than 6.5 million active and retired 
members of the U.S. military community. 

All five branches of the U.S. armed forces — in¬ 
cluding the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, 
and Coast Guard — will be part of the program. Oth¬ 
ers who are eligible to become users are Medal of 
Honor recipients and American Red Cross and USO 
paid personnel serving outside the USA. 

Department of Defense civilians serving within 
and outside the USA will also be able to sign up. 

First-time users will have to verify their eligibil¬ 
ity with the Department of Defense through a secure 
process. 

Previously, employees could use travel agents on 
military bases to book their leisure travel. 


The Department of Defense said it wanted to cre¬ 
ate an online platform that would be more modern, 
fast and accessible. 

Priceline, which is part of Booking Holdings, was 
selected after a competitive bidding process among 
many of the largest online travel agencies. 

Priceline will continue to offer “opaque” pric¬ 
ing on hotels, flights and rental cars that can often 
yield discounts on its own website. But on American 
Forces Travel, users will not get deals in which they 
would have to book without knowing the name of the 
hotel. All travel suppliers on American Forces Trav¬ 
el will be fully disclosed. Priceline said. 

Members of the military “have dedicated them¬ 
selves to service, and deserve our thanks and our 
respect. To honor that service, we have negotiated 
deep discounts for personal travel, across flights, 
hotels, car rentals, cruises and more,” said Brett 
Keller, CEO of Priceline. 

American Forces Travel will also feature “bun¬ 
dled” booking options, which could mean savings of 
hundreds of dollars. Bundled options combine pri¬ 
vate rates that are usually available only with pack¬ 
ages and that travelers can’t book on their own. 

All transactions will generate a commission. The 
Department of Defense and Priceline would not dis¬ 
close the commission percentage but said it will be 
used to support quality of life programs within each 
service branch. A portion of commissions will also 
go toward Morale, Welfare and Recreation programs 
on military bases. 


Green Beret killed in Afghanistan ID’d 


By Corey Dickstein 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A 32-year- 
old Green Beret from Virginia 
who was killed in a firefight Tues¬ 
day with enemy forces in central 
Afghanistan was on his third de¬ 
ployment to the war-torn country. 
Army officials said Wednesday. 

Army Staff Sgt. Joshua “Zach” 
Beale was killed by small-arms 
fire during combat operations 
in Tirin Kot, the capitol city of 
Urozgan province, the Pentagon 
announced in a statement. Beale 
was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 
3rd Special Forces Group at Fort 
Bragg in North Carolina. 

He was posthumously promoted 
to sergeant first class, according 
to the Army. He was also posthu¬ 
mously awarded the Bronze Star 
Medal — his third Bronze Star 


the Purple 
Heart and 
a Meritori¬ 
ous Service 
Medal. 

He is sur¬ 
vived by his 
wife and two 
children, ac¬ 
cording to 
Beale his Army 

biography. 

“Joshua was a smart, talented 
and dedicated member of 3rd 
[Special Forces Group] and the 
special operations community,” 
Col. Nathan Prussian, the com¬ 
mander of 3rd SFG, said in a state¬ 
ment. “He will be greatly missed 
by everyone who had the fortu¬ 
nate opportunity to know him. We 
extend our deepest condolences to 
his family for this tragic loss.” 


Beale was a native of Carroll¬ 
ton, Va., just north of Norfolk. He 
enlisted in the Army in 2011, a few 
years after graduating from Old 
Dominion University in Norfolk 
in 2008 with a bachelor’s degree 
in criminal justice, according to 
the Army. 

He joined 3rd Special Forces 
Group in 2013 after completing 
the Special Forces Qualification 
Course. He had served four over¬ 
seas tours of duty and was on his 
third in Afghanistan. 

Beale was also a graduate of the 
Army’s Advanced Leader Course, 
Special Forces Sniper Course and 
Ranger School. 

His awards and decorations 
included the three Bronze Star 
Medals and the Purple Heart 
among other medals. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
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Jetpack: Designing 
lightweight ‘bailout’ 
system a challenge 

FROM FRONT PAGE 

It burns commonly available Jet-A fuel, 
which is a high-purity kerosene. 

The company entered into a develop¬ 
ment agreement with SOCOM in 2016, and 
it has since trained a Navy SEAL to fly its 
strap-on jetpack and created a rapid opera¬ 
tor training program. 

JetPack Aviation is the “first and only 
company” exploring jetpack technology 
for SOCOM, the command told Stars and 
Stripes in a statement. 

“The possible uses of this technology 
are still being evaluated,” the statement 
said. “USSOCOM does not discuss specific 
details or potential applications of such 
technologies.” 

JetPack Aviation CEO David Mayman 
said of the development agreement: “We 
work together with their operators, with 
their team members, for exactly what our 
jetpacks would need to be useful on a real 
mission — endurance, height, speed, pay- 
load, that sort of thing.” 

Long time coming 

ILD development over the past century 
has been “sporadic and underwhelming,” 
Australian Army Lt. Col. Matthew Dirago 
wrote in the December issue of the U.S. 
Army journal Military Review. 

“From 1940 to 1983, [ILD] technology 
promised a revolution but delivered mere¬ 
ly impractical novelties,” he wrote in the 
article “Raising the Bar: The Future of In¬ 
dividual Lift Devices in Warfare.” 

“The expectations of flying shoes, plat¬ 
forms, ducted-fan lift devices, rocket belts 
and jet belts always exceeded the techno¬ 
logical limitations of that time,” he wrote. 
“Similarly, progress since 1983 has been 
unremarkable, stymied by reduced corpo¬ 
rate and military research into ILD.” 

Recent advances in the fields of propul¬ 
sion and electronics, however, have ush¬ 
ered in feasible ILD technologies, Mayman 
said. 

Miniature electronics components re¬ 
quired to create stabilization systems have 
become widely available in drone and 
smartphone markets, he said. 

For decades, rocket belts got their needed 
thrust by consuming hydrogen peroxide, 
which produced a short burst of extremely 
high power. “I think the world record flight 
was 31 seconds,” Mayman said. 

“In terms of air-breathing turbines, 
there really wasn’t anything available in 
the thrust class needed,” he said. 

The military’s demand for high-speed 
target drones drove advances in metal al¬ 
loys for building lightweight turbines. 

Improved nickel alloys made turbine 
wheels stronger and allowed them to with¬ 
stand higher temperatures without distort¬ 
ing, he said. 

Mayman, who has a commercial pilot 
rating for fixed-wing aircraft and helicop¬ 
ters, described his two-decade quest for a 
working ILD as “a labor of love.” 

“I’m a passionate aviator and passionate 
[ILD] aviator,” he said. “I’ve always had a 
personal dream of creating the smallest 
possible machine to do that with. I went 
through the hydrogen-peroxide phase and 
decided that 20 seconds was absolutely 
impractical, and the fuel was so exotic to 
make it unworkable.” 

He partnered with engineer Nelson Tyler 
in 2006, and the pair began making real 
progress with a turbine engine design. 

In 2015, Mayman flew around the Statue 
of Liberty in a demonstration of the JB-9 
jetpack, making the first jetpack flight ap¬ 



Courtesy of JetPack Aviation 


David Mayman, CEO and cofounder of JetPack Aviation, flies the JB-9 jetpack near the 
Statue of Liberty during a demonstration in 2015. 


proved by the Federal Aviation Adminis¬ 
tration. A year later, Mayman and Tyler 
founded JetPack Aviation. 

‘Pretty damn complex’ 

The company is now tackling a “long 
list” of requirements by SOCOM for the 
military ILD prototype, such as demon¬ 
strating that the jetpack can take off from a 
ship in certain wind speeds, Mayman said. 
The company’s ILDs are already capable 
of fulfilling many of SOCOM’s require¬ 
ments, he said. 

“I’m guessing we’re halfway through the 
list of things we agreed to cooperate on,” 
he said. 

“Much of the work has been, ‘How do we 
make it fit in their vehicles?’ rather than 
change the characteristics of the machine 
itself,” he said. 

The company is working on two pro¬ 
totypes for SOCOM. One is based on the 
JB-10 jetpack, which is referred to as “foot- 
launched” because a pilot bears the weight 
of the device. 

“There is a limit obviously as to the 
weight a human being could carry,” May- 
man said. “But for high-speed, small pack¬ 
ages ... it’s hard to beat a foot-launched 
system because they are so small and 
light.” 

The prototype the company is testing 
right now is a ground-based device, which 
he likened to a two-passenger Jet Ski ca¬ 
pable of a greater payload. 

Perhaps most challenging is designing a 
workable, lightweight “bailout” system in 
the event the ILD malfunctions. 

The company is working on a three-fold 
recovery system, which would involve air 
bags for falls that are relatively low to the 
ground, he said. 


“We’re looking at very, very rapidly de¬ 
ploying parachutes, but they are not much 
good under 120, 150 feet, depending upon 
your forward speed at the time,” he said. 

“All of this adds weight, so that’s the real 
challenge,” he said. “We don’t want to end 
up with a Martin-Baker-size ejection seat 
like in a fighter jet that might weigh 150 
pounds, because that’s heavier than our 
entire aircraft.” Martin-Baker, with head¬ 
quarters in the United Kingdom, is a top 
manufacturer of ejection seats. 

Engineers are also toying with a so- 
called “zero-zero” ejection system capable 
of launching the pilot straight upward even 
at zero altitude and zero airspeed. The 
system would eject the pilot to a safe para¬ 
chuting altitude. 

“It’s pretty damn complex,” Mayman 
said. 

The development agreement with 
SOCOM has led to further interest from 
the U.S. armed forces. 

“We’re starting discussions with big 
Navy and some other elements of the U.S. 
Army,” Mayman said. 

Although the company gets regular 
requests, it does not sell jetpacks to the 
public. 

“Our focus is very much military and 
first responders,” he said. 

There’s too much risk to the public and 
liability for the company in allowing just 
anyone to whisk at, say, 100 mph, 10 feet 
off the ground. 

“The thing is, how the heck do we re¬ 
ally know what use they’ll put them to?” he 
said. “It’s just impossible to keep track of 
how they’d be used.” 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 


Airman gets 
35 years in 
killing of 
roommate 

By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

A 22-year-old airman has been sen¬ 
tenced to 35 years in prison for killing his 
roommate last year while the two were de¬ 
ployed to Guam from Barksdale Air Force 
Base, La. 

Airman 1st Class Isaiah Edwards also 
received a dishonorable discharge. Air 
Force officials at Barksdale said in a 
statement emailed to Stars and Stripes on 
Wednesday. 

A panel of seven Air Force members last 
week convicted Edwards of murder for 
stabbing to death Airman 1st Class Brad¬ 
ley Hale on March 27. 

At the time of the murder, Edwards and 
Hale, 20, were members of a B-52 main¬ 
tenance squadron temporarily assigned to 
Andersen Air Force Base on Guam. About 
300 airmen and six B-52s from Barksdale 
were deployed to the Pacific region last 
year as part of the bomber presence on 
Guam during a period of rising tensions 
with North Korea. 

Edwards and Hale were electronic war¬ 
fare journeymen assigned to the 2nd Air¬ 
craft Maintenance Squadron. Hale was 
found unresponsive at a temporary lodg¬ 
ing facility on Andersen and declared dead 
about 3 a.m., the Air Force said two days 
after the incident. 

At his court-mar¬ 
tial, which began Jan. 

7 in the federal dis¬ 
trict court in Shreve¬ 
port, La., Edwards 
testified he stabbed 
Hale in self-defense. 

Edwards testified 
in court last week that 
during a fight. Hale 
had picked up Ed¬ 
wards’ knife, accord¬ 
ing to the Shreveport 
Times. Fearful that Hale would stab him, 
Edwards said he wrested the knife away 
and stabbed him in the neck three times, 
the Times reported. 

But prosecutors said the attack was un¬ 
provoked and that Hale suffered cuts to his 
hand consistent with defensive wounds, 
the newspaper said. 

First responders testified they had to 
break a window to get into the room be¬ 
cause the door was locked. The Associated 
Press reported. Senior Airman Charles 
Jordan, a suitemate, testified that he woke 
to screams early on March 27, went in 
through a shared bathroom and saw Ed¬ 
wards on top of Hale on the ground, the AP 
said. Hale sustained three fatal wounds to 
his neck, along with numerous superficial 
cuts, the AP report said. 

Prosecutors argued for a life sentence. 

Hale’s father, Rodney Hale, told local 
news station KTBS-TV that he wished Ed¬ 
wards had received a life sentence without 
the chance for parole. 

“I don’t feel he should have any less time 
than my son because my son does not get 
to hve to see everything there is in hfe,” he 
said. 

Rodney Hale told the Times that the 
Air Force assigned his son to room with 
Edwards. 

Barksdale officials said in their statement 
that their thoughts remain with Hale’s fam¬ 
ily “and his unit as they continue to cope 
with the tragic loss from this incident.” 

svan.jennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 
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Trump preps 2 versions of State of the Union 


By Seung Min Kim 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — The White House 
is forging ahead with State of the Union 
preparations despite no commitment from 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif, 
to hold the annual address at the Capitol, 
further escalating the political tit-for-tat 
between the two leaders as the federal gov¬ 
ernment remains partially shuttered. 

President Donald Trump is preparing 
two versions of the speech — one that could 
be dehvered in Washington and another 
that would be held somewhere else in the 
country, depending on the circumstance, 
according to a senior White House official. 

Meanwhile, the administration is trying 
to conduct advance work to prepare for an 
address in the House chamber, originally 
scheduled for Jan. 29, even though Pelosi 


has the power to determine whether Trump 
can do so. 

The ongoing battle over what is usually 
a mundane process is unfolding as little 
progress is being made toward ending the 
partial shutdown that began Dec. 22. 

“Nancy Pelosi does not dictate to the 
president when he will or will not have a 
conversation with the American people,” 
a White House spokesman, Hogan Gidley, 
said Tuesday on Fox News. “The president 
has an incredible story to tell about how far 
we’ve come in this country economically, 
in a national security capacity.” 

Gidley accused Pelosi of “trying to play 
politics with that venue.” 

Last week, the House speaker sent a let¬ 
ter to Trump requesting he postpone the 
State of the Union, citing security concerns 
related to the impact of the budget impasse 
on the Homeland Security Department. 


Postponing or canceling the address dur¬ 
ing the shutdown standoff would also deny 
Trump the pomp and circumstance of the 
annual event where presidents lay out their 
agenda for the coming year before a nation¬ 
al audience. 

It’s unclear what options for venues the 
White House is exploring aside from the 
House chamber, where State of the Union 
addresses have been delivered since Presi¬ 
dent Woodrow Wilson’s speech in 1913. 

On Tuesday, the speaker of the North 
Carolina House of Representatives, Tim 
Moore, said Trump called him to thank 
him for offering the Raleigh legislature as 
a venue. 

Trump told Moore in the phone call 
Monday evening, which lasted for about 10 
minutes, that his staff was still determining 
where the address would be delivered. 

Trump also called Lee Chatfield, the 


speaker of the Michigan House of Repre¬ 
sentatives, who similarly offered up the 
chambers in Lansing. 

Republican officials are closely watching 
to see if Pelosi officially rescinds the invite, 
which was delivered to the White House on 
Jan. 4. Pelosi has yet to do so, although nei¬ 
ther the House nor the Senate have passed 
a required resolution that would allow the 
House chamber to be used for the speech. 
A spokesman for Pelosi did not respond a 
request for comment on Tuesday. 

If the speaker “actually pulls the plug 
on this, we’ll follow up with everyone,” a 
spokesman for Senate M^ority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., said Tuesday. 

While underscoring that Pelosi has not 
formally canceled the event, Gidley said 
Tuesday that “there are many ways he can 
deliver the State of the Union.” 


Sources: President upset 
by his lawyer’s missteps 



Evan Vucci/AP 


Press secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders talks with reporters Wednesday outside the White House. She 
has not held a press briefing in the White House since Dec. 18. 

Trump says unfair coverage led him to 
cancel press briefings at White House 


By Jonathan Lemire 
AND Eric Tucker 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Rudy Giuliani’s 
latest media blitz, which was filled 
with a dizzying array of misstate¬ 
ments and hurried clarifications, 
agitated President Donald Trump 
and some of his allies, who have 
raised the possibility that the out¬ 
spoken presidential lawyer may be 
at least temporarily sidelined from 
televised interviews. 

Trump was frustrated with Giu¬ 
liani, according to three White 
House officials and Republicans 
close to the White House who were 
not authorized to speak publicly 
about private conversations. The 
president told advisers he felt his 
lawyer had obscured what he be¬ 
lieved was a public relations vic¬ 
tory: the special counsel’s rare 
public statement disputing por¬ 
tions of a BuzzFeed News story that 
Trump instructed his former at¬ 
torney, Michael Cohen, to lie before 
Congress. 

The president told confidants 
that Giuliani had “changed the 
headlines” for the worse and raised 
the possibility that Giuliani will 
do fewer cable hits, at least for a 
while, according to the officials and 
Republicans. 

Several of Trump’s influential 
outside allies also have begun 
expressing reservations about 
Giuliani. Some members of this in¬ 
formal network of advisers, whom 
the president frequently calls from 
the White House residence, urged 
Trump in recent days to bench Gi¬ 
uliani — but most stopped short of 
suggesting he be fired, according to 
four White House officials and Re¬ 
publicans close to the White House. 
Trump has not expressed an incli¬ 
nation to dismiss Giuliani. 

Rarely reluctant to appear before 
TV cameras or answer a reporter’s 
call, Giuliani has spent nearly a 
year acting as a sort of human 
smokescreen for Trump. He has 
long played the role more of presi¬ 
dential spokesman than attorney, 
often unleashing public attacks on 
special counsel Robert Mueller’s 
probe into possible contacts be¬ 
tween the Trump campaign and 



Charles Krupa/AP 


President Donald Trump and 
some of his allies have expressed 
dispieasure after recent 
comments by Rudy Giuliani. 

Russia. 

But a recent set of interviews, 
which were quickly pilloried across 
cable news, prompted increased 
concerns about both Trump’s legal 
exposure and the effectiveness of 
his vocal attorney. 

“Rudy had done a very good job 
going on TV and fighting back and 
laying down a defense of the presi¬ 
dent,” said Sam Nunberg, a former 
Trump campaign official. “But now 
it’s time to get precise; you can’t be 
so loose anymore. He had a mqjor 
slip.” 

Frustration about Giuliani in the 
West Wing has long run rampant. 
The former New York City mayor, 
who frequently speaks directly to 
the president, is Trump’s outside 
counsel and works in a different 
orbit than White House officials, 
who are still left to play damage 
control after some of Giuliani’s 
wilder interviews. 

Some of Trump’s allies have sug¬ 
gested that Giuliani be barred from 
evening interviews because of 
concerns that he was going on TV 
after drinking, according to three 
Republicans close to the White 
House. 

Giuliani has previously insisted 
he does not have an issue with 
drinking, denying to Politico last 
May that it affected his interviews. 
He added: “I may have a drink for 
dinner. I like to drink with cigars.” 


By David Bauder 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — President Don¬ 
ald Trump says he directed White 
House press secretary Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders not to bother 
with the traditional daily briefing 
of reporters. 

The last briefing took place on 
Dec. 18. 

In a tweet on Tuesday, the pres¬ 
ident said the press covers Sand¬ 
ers “so rudely & inaccurately, in 
particular certain members of 
the press. 

“I told her not to bother, the 
word gets out anyway!” he tweet¬ 
ed. “Most will never cover us 
fairly & hence, the term. Fake 
News!” 

The afternoon briefing has 
been a staple of cable news sched¬ 
ules during the past few adminis¬ 
trations, and the sight of Sanders’ 


predecessor, Sean Spicer, at the 
podium was an enduring image of 
the early days of Trump’s tenure. 

The White House Correspon¬ 
dents Association called the deci¬ 
sion a retreat from transparency 
and accountability that sets a ter¬ 
rible precedent. 

“Being able to question the 
press secretary or other senior 
government officials publicly 
helps the news media tell Ameri¬ 
cans what their most powerful 
representatives are doing in their 
name,” said Olivier Knox, presi¬ 
dent of the White House Corre¬ 
spondents Association. 

Trump’s preferred mode of 
communication, besides social 
media, is interviews on Fox News 
and informal question-and-an- 
swer sessions with reporters. 
Sanders has said it makes more 
sense for the public to hear from 
the president himself 


Counting interviews, short 
question-and-answer sessions 
and formal news conferences. 
Trump is second only to Presi¬ 
dent Bill Clinton in accessibility 
during the first two years of his 
presidency, going back to Presi¬ 
dent Ronald Reagan, a study has 
found. 

Through Jan. 10, Trump has 
had 577 media availabilities since 
he’s been president, according to 
Martha Kumar, a Towson State 
(Md.) University professor and 
expert on White House Commu¬ 
nications. Clinton had 610 in his 
first two year; Barack Obama had 
396, Kumar said. 

Defenders of the briefings say 
they generally give reporters the 
opportunity to set the agenda, 
and also to learn about what an 
administration is doing below the 
presidential level. 
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Democratic Ind. mayor 
joins presidential race 



Nam Y. Huh/AP 


South Bend, Ind., Mayor Pete Buttigieg is contemplating a 2020 
Democratic presidential bid. He’s among the potential candidates 
who beiieve voters are iooking for fresh faces. 


By Sara Burnett 
Associated Press 

SOUTH BEND, Ind. — Demo¬ 
crat Pete Buttigieg, the 37-year- 
old mayor of South Bend, Ind., 
says he’s forming an exploratory 
committee for a 2020 presidential 
bid. 

“The reality is there’s no going 
back, and there’s no such thing as 
‘again’ in the real world. We can’t 
look for greatness in the past,” 
Buttigieg says in a video that in¬ 
cludes before-and-after footage 
of South Bend, a Rust Belt city 
once described as “dying.” 

“Right now our country needs 
a fresh start,” he says. 

Buttigieg has touted his work 
to improve his city of 100,000 
residents as he’s prepared for a 
jump from local politics to a pres¬ 
idential campaign. He’s also said 
Democrats could benefit from a 
new generation of leaders as they 
try to unseat President Donald 
Trump in 2020. 


He’s expected to travel to 
Iowa next week to meet with vot¬ 
ers in the nation’s first caucus 
state, followed by stops in New 
Hampshire. 

Buttigieg is a Rhodes scholar 
who was first elected mayor of 
his hometown in 2011 at age 29, 
making him the youngest mayor 
of a US. city with at least 100,000 
residents. A lieutenant in the 
Navy Reserve, he served a tour in 
Afghanistan in 2014. 

Buttigieg raised his national 
profile with an unsuccessful 2017 
run for Democratic National 
Committee chairman, saying 
the party needed a new start. He 
withdrew from the race before 
a vote when it became clear he 
didn’t have the support to win. 

Buttigieg has spent time in 
Iowa and other battleground 
states in recent years as he tried 
to build financial support and 
name recognition. He cracks that 
those who do know his name still 
aren’t sure how to pronounce it. 


(It’s BOO’-tah-juhj.) Most of the 
time he goes by “Mayor Pete.” 

Amid his campaign for a sec¬ 
ond term, Buttigieg came out as 
gay in a column in the local news¬ 
paper. He went on to win re-elec¬ 
tion with 80 percent of the vote. In 
2018, three years to the day after 
the column ran, he married his 
husband, middle school teacher 
Chasten Glezman. 

If he were to win the Democrat¬ 
ic nomination, Buttigieg would be 
the first openly gay presidential 
nominee from a m^or political 
party. 

Buttigieg announced in De¬ 
cember that he wouldn’t seek 
a third term as mayor, stoking 
speculation he would join a field 
of roughly two dozen candidates 
who may seek the Democratic 
nomination for president — most 
of them better known and with 
experience in higher office, and 
all of them older. 

“I belong to a generation that 
is stepping forward right now,” 


he said in the video released 
Wednesday. “We’re the genera¬ 
tion that lived through school 
shootings, that served in the wars 
after 9/11, and we’re the genera¬ 
tion that stands to be the first to 
make less than our parents un¬ 


less we do something different. 
We can’t just polish off a system 
so broken. It is a season for bold¬ 
ness and a focus on the future.” 

In February, Buttigieg is re¬ 
leasing a book about his life and 
his tenure leading South Bend. 


Sanders reaches out to black SC voters before decision 


By Elana Schor 

Associated Press 

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Even be¬ 
fore he announces whether he’s a 
2020 presidential candidate. Sen. 
Bernie Sanders is working to avoid 
the drubbing that South Carolina’s 
black voters handed him in 2016. 

A day after speaking at a Mar¬ 
tin Luther King Jr. Day rally in 
the state capital on Monday, Sand¬ 
ers stayed through Tuesday for 
three more events in which black 
audiences were receptive to a mes¬ 
sage that hewed largely to his 2016 
Democratic presidential platform. 

But the Vermont independent got 
personal even as he pitched free 
college tuition and a higher mini¬ 
mum wage, recounting repeatedly 
that he joined King’s 1963 March 


on Washington and calling the late 
civil rights leader a “mgjor politi¬ 
cal influence on my thinking.” 

Asked Tuesday at historically 
black Benedict College about 
marching with King, Sanders 
joked with students that “this kind 
of dates me a little bit” and added 
that it “was one of the important 
days in my life.” 

For the famously cantankerous 
senator, who labored to connect 
with black voters during his first 
White House bid, the more intimate 
touches in this week’s South Caro¬ 
lina swing showed that he knows 
he can’t neglect the bellwether 
early-voting state if he runs again. 
With one leading black candidate 
already declared in California 
Sen. Kamala Harris, and a second 
potential contender in New Jersey 


Sen. Cory Booker, Sanders would 
face even stiffer competition here 
in 2020 than he did in 2016, when 
Hillary Clinton brought strong ties 
to black communities. 

What Sanders offered this week, 
ahead of South Carolina visits by 
Harris and another fellow 2020 
rival, Massachusetts Sen. Eliza¬ 
beth Warren, was also an interest 
in going beyond the state’s tradi¬ 
tional Democratic strongholds, 
though it wasn’t without a few 
stumbles along the way. He visited 
an African Methodist Episcopal 
church in the city of Florence on 
Monday night but left before the 
service was over. 

Amanda Loveday, a former 
executive director of the South 
Carolina Democratic Party, said 
Sanders’ early exit in Florence was 


a “wrong” step in a state where au¬ 
thenticity is critical. 

“You have to be in South Caro¬ 
lina and actually be in South Caro¬ 
lina,” Loveday said, “and I worry 
that he did not show that” fully in 
Florence. 

To an extent, Sanders’ tougher 
job in 2020’s first-in-the-south 
primary stems from his stunning 
2016 success. 

Many of the unabashedly lib¬ 
eral policies he championed in that 
presidential race are now part of 
the Democratic DNA, rendering 
his agenda somewhat less unique. 

The 77-year-old senator ac¬ 
knowledged that fact Tuesday 
during a meeting with the South 
Carolina state legislature’s Black 
Caucus. Sanders told the lawmak¬ 
ers that he has no plans to official¬ 


ly join the Democratic Party even 
as he touted Democratic platform 
changes made in response to his 
campaign. 

“Yeah, we lost. But our ideas 
won,” Sanders said. “They are the 
ideas of America.” 

Xavier Duffy, a junior at Bene¬ 
dict College, where Sanders vis¬ 
ited, said he supported Clinton 
three years ago but “would vote 
for (Sanders) this time.” 

Praising Sanders for offering “a 
template instead of just an inspi¬ 
rational speech,” Duffy said that 
trailblazing candidacies from Har¬ 
ris and potentially Booker were 
compelling but that young voters 
are “keen enough to” go beyond 
identity and ask 2020 candidates, 
“What do you have to offer?” 


Ocasio-Cortez, Tlaib reportedly to join oversight panel 


By Erik Wasson and John Harney 

Bloomberg News 

WASHINGTON — Rep. Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez, the outspoken New York 
socialist, has been named to the power¬ 
ful House Committee on Oversight and 
Reform, which has promised heightened 
scrutiny of President Donald Trump and 
his administration, according to a Demo¬ 
cratic aide. 

The aide, who requested anonymity to 
discuss appointments before they were 
announced, said that Rep. Rashida Tlaib, 
of Michigan, who was recorded calling 
for Trump’s impeachment using a profan¬ 
ity, will also join the panel, as will Rep. Ro 



Ocasio-Cortez Tlaib 


Khanna, of California. 

The three young liberals were selected 
by the Democratic steering committee, 
which determines appointments, the aide 


said. The chamber’s Democratic caucus 
has to formally approve the selections. 

Ocasio-Cortez and Tlaib won their of¬ 
fices in the election in November that 
gave Democrats control of the House of 
Representatives. 

Tlaib was caught on video on the day 
of her swearing-in telling supporters that 
Democrats were going to impeach the 
president, whom she referred to with a 
profane epithet. 

Tlaib said she was not deterred by the 
criticism of that remark, and that her con¬ 
stituents would support her. “I’m here to 
work and be their voice. But I love the fact 
that my residents don’t expect me to be per¬ 
fect, or that polished politician,” she said. 


Ocasio-Cortez will also join the House 
Financial Services Committee, another in¬ 
fluential body. 

The Oversight Committee has an expan¬ 
sive jurisdiction, and Democrats now hold 
its extensive subpoena powers to force wit¬ 
nesses to testify and to obtain documents. 
Michael Cohen, Trump’s former personal 
lawyer, is set to appear before the commit¬ 
tee in a public hearing on Feb. 7. 

The committee’s chairman, Elijah Cum¬ 
mings, of Maryland, announced Tuesday 
that Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross 
will face questioning by the committee on 
March 14 about the decision to add a citi¬ 
zenship question to the census. 
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Students return to Covington Catholic High School in Park Hills, Ky., 
on Wednesday. Security concerns closed the school Tuesday. 


Ky. school reopens; 
student in videotape 
defends DC conduct 


Associated Press 

PARK HILLS, Ky. — A Catho¬ 
lic high school student whose 
close encounter with a Native 
American activist and a black re¬ 
ligious sect was captured on video 
in Washington says he has noth¬ 
ing to apologize for. 

Nick Sandmann told NBC’s 
“Today” show on Wednesday that 
he had every right to be there, as 
did the others who gathered in 
front of the Lincoln Memorial. He 
said he wasn’t disrespectful and 
was trying to stay calm under the 
circumstances. 

Videos posted of Sandmann and 
his classmates wearing “Make 
America Great Again” hats and 
facing off against Omaha Na¬ 
tion elder Nathan Phillips have 
sparked widespread criticism. 
But the various sides say they’ve 
been misunderstood and that 
snippets of video were taken out 
of context. 


Many saw the white teenag¬ 
ers, who had traveled to Wash¬ 
ington for an anti-abortion rally, 
appearing to mock the Native 
Americans. Others interpreted 
Phillips’ drumming and singing 
as a hostile act. Both Sandmann 
and Phillips have since said they 
were trying to keep the peace in a 
volatile situation. 

Sandmann said he isn’t racist 
and, for that matter, racism isn’t 
tolerated at Covington Catho¬ 
lic High School. Phillips has 
offered to visit the school and 
lead a dialogue about cultural 
understanding. 

The boys school was reopening 
Wednesday under extra security 
measures after officials closed the 
campus Tuesday as a precaution. 

Early reports of the incident 
said that Phillips fought in the 
Vietnam War. However, Philhps 
said he served in the U.S. Ma¬ 
rines but was never deployed to 
Vietnam. 


Nurse arrested in assault 
on disabled Ariz. patient 


Associated Press 

PHOENIX—A licensed practi¬ 
cal nurse has been arrested on a 
charge of sexually assaulting an 
incapacitated woman who gave 
birth last month at a long-term 
health care facility, Phoenix po¬ 
lice said Wednesday. 

Investigators arrested Nathan 
Sutherland, 36, a licensed prac¬ 
tical nurse, on suspicion of one 
count of sexual assault and one 
count of vulnerable adult abuse, 
Phoenix Police Chief Jeri Wil¬ 
liams said. 

Sutherland was one of the wom¬ 
an’s caregivers at the Hacienda 
Healthcare facility and he was 
charged after authorities obtained 
a court order to take a DNA sample 
from him, which was compared to 
DNA of the baby boy, said pohce 
spokesman Tommy Thompson. 

Sutherland declined to speak 


with police, Thompson said. 

The 29-year-old victim has 
been incapacitated since she was 
3 and gave birth at the facility on 
Dec. 29. Employees said they had 
no idea she was pregnant. 

As her guardian, the woman’s 
mother was required to submit an 
annual report to the court that in¬ 
cluded results of a medical exam. 

Hacienda Healthcare on Sun¬ 
day announced that one doctor who 
had cared for the woman resigned 
and another was suspended. 

The woman’s parents on Tues¬ 
day through their attorney dis¬ 
puted characterizations that their 
daughter is comatose. 

They described her as being 
intellectually disabled because of 
seizures in early childhood. While 
she doesn’t speak, she has some 
mobility in her limbs, head and 
neck. She also responds to sound 
and can make facial gestures. 


Survey: 'Medicare-for-air 
specifics cut iuto support 


By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — “Medi- 
care-for-all” makes a good first 
impression, but support plunges 
when people are asked if they’d 
pay higher taxes or put up with 
treatment delays to get it. 

A survey released Wednesday 
by the nonpartisan Kaiser Family 
Foundation comes as Democratic 
presidential hopefuls embrace the 
idea of a government-run health 
care system, considered outside 
the mainstream of their party 
until Vermont independent Sen. 
Bernie Sanders made it the cor¬ 
nerstone of his 2016 campaign. 
President Donald Trump is op¬ 
posed, saying “Medicare-for-all” 
would “eviscerate” the current 
program for seniors. 

The poll found that Americans 
initially support “Medicare-for- 
all,” 56 to 42 percent. 

However, those numbers shift¬ 
ed dramatically when people 
were asked about the potential 
impact, pro and con. 

Support increased when people 
learned “Medicare-for-all” would 
guarantee health insurance as a 
right (71 percent) and eliminate 
premiums and reduce out-of- 
pocket costs (67 percent). 

But if they were told that a gov¬ 
ernment-run system could lead to 
delays in getting care or higher 
taxes, support plunged to 26 per¬ 
cent and 37 percent, respectively. 

“The issue that will really be 
fundamental would be the tax 
issue,” said Robert Blendon, a 
professor at the Harvard T.H. 
Chan School of Public Health who 
reviewed the poll. He pointed out 
state single-payer efforts in Ver¬ 
mont and Colorado failed because 
of concerns about the tax increas¬ 
es needed to put them in place. 

There doesn’t seem to be much 
disagreement a single-payer sys¬ 
tem would require tax increases. 



Andrew Harnik/AP 


Sen. Bernie Sanders, l-Vt., 
made “Medicare-for-all” the 
cornerstone of his 2016 
presidential campaign. A new 
survey finds support plunges for 
such a program when people are 
asked if they’d pay higher taxes 
to get it. 

since the government would 
take over premiums now paid 
by employers and individuals as 
it replaces the private health in¬ 
surance industry. The question is 
how much. Several independent 
studies have estimated that gov¬ 
ernment spending on health care 
would increase dramatically, in 
the range of about $25 trillion to 
$35 trillion or more over a 10- 
year period. But a recent estimate 
from the Political Economy Re¬ 
search Institute at the University 
of Massachusetts in Amherst sug¬ 
gests that it could be much lower. 
With significant cost savings, the 
government would need to raise 
about $1.1 trillion from new rev¬ 
enue sources in the first year of 
the new program. 

House Budget Committee 


Chairman John Yarmuth, D-Ky, 
has asked the Congressional Bud¬ 
get Office for a comprehensive re¬ 
port on single-payer. The CBO is 
a nonpartisan outfit that analyzes 
the potential cost and impact of 
legislation. Its estimate that mil¬ 
lions would be made uninsured 
by Republican bills to repeal the 
Affordable Care Act was key to 
the survival of President Barack 
Obama’s health care law. 

Mollyann Brodie, director 
of the Kaiser poll, said the big 
swings in approval and disap¬ 
proval show that the debate over 
“Medicare-for-all” is in its in¬ 
fancy. “You immediately see that 
opinion is not set in stone on this 
issue,” she said. 

Separately, another private 
survey out Wednesday finds the 
uninsured rate among U.S. adults 
rose to 13.7 percent in the last 
three months of 2018. The Gallup 
National Health and Well-Being 
Index found an increase of 2.8 
percentage points since 2016, the 
year Trump was elected promis¬ 
ing to repeal “Obamacare.” That 
would translate to about 7 million 
more uninsured adults. 

The Kaiser Health Tracking 
Poll was conducted Jan. 9-14 
and involved random calls to the 
cellphones and landlines of 1,190 
adults. The margin of sampling 
error for all respondents is plus 
or minus 3 percentage points. 
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Teachers 
in LA 
return 
to class 



Richard Vogel/AP 


Students are welcomed with high-fives and hugs by teachers and administrators upon their return 
Wednesday to Evelyn Thurman Gratts Elementary School in downtown Los Angeles after the end of a 
six-day, cit^de teachers strike. 


By Christopher Weber 
AND Amanda Lee Myers 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Tens of 
thousands of Los Angeles teach¬ 
ers returned to work Wednesday 
after voting to ratify a contract 
deal between their union and 
school officials, ending a six-day 
strike at the nation’s second-larg¬ 
est district. 

“Great! It can’t be better!” said 
Helen Han, a kindergarten Man¬ 
darin language teacher, as she re¬ 
turned to Castelar Elementary in 
Chinatown. “I wasn’t really wor¬ 
ried because the parents were to¬ 
tally behind us.” 

Her colleague, third-grade 
teacher Van Morales, said it was 
a joy to go back to her students. 

“It’s missed time that we need 
to make up,” she said. 

Teachers and administrators 
greeted students with smiles, 
hugs and high-fives at Evelyn 
Thurman Gratts Elementary 
School. 

The return to a normal day 
across the vast district followed 
days of marches and picketing 
and then marathon bargaining 
over the past weekend that led to 
a ratification vote Tuesday night. 

The deal includes a 6 percent 
pay increase and a commitment 
to reduce class sizes over four 
years, according to statements 
from the district and the union. 

“I voted ‘yes,’ to approve,” said 
second-grade teacher Wendy 
Perez. “I think the union negoti¬ 


ated in good faith, and I’d like to 
believe the district did too.” 

A crowd of teachers roared 
its approval after the tentative 
deal was announced at City Hall 
following a 21-hour bargaining 
session. 

While all votes hadn’t been 
counted by Tuesday night, union 
President Alex Caputo-Pearl said 
preliminary balloting showed ed¬ 
ucators overwhelmingly approv¬ 
ing the proposal. 

“A vast superm^ority are vot¬ 
ing ‘yes’ ... therefore, ending the 
strike and heading back to schools 
tomorrow,” he said. 

Mayor Eric Garcetti, accompa¬ 
nied by leaders of United Teach¬ 
ers Los Angeles and the LA 
Unified School District, called it 


a “historic agreement” that will 
usher in a “new day” for public 
education in the city. 

The deal came as teachers in 
Denver voted to go on strike as 
soon as next Monday. More than 
5,000 educators would be affect¬ 
ed. The main sticking point is in¬ 
creasing base pay and lessening 
teachers’ reliance on one-time 
bonuses for having students with 
high test scores or working in a 
high-poverty school. 

In Oakland, Calif., some teach¬ 
ers called in sick last week as 
part of an unofficial rally over 
their contract negotiations, which 
also hinge partly on a demand for 
smaller class sizes. 

Teachers hoped to build on the 
“Red4Ed” movement that began 


last year in West Virginia and 
moved to Oklahoma, Kentucky, 
Arizona, Colorado and Washing¬ 
ton state. It spread from conser¬ 
vative states with “right to work” 
laws that limit the ability to strike 
to the more liberal West Coast 
with strong unions. 

Besides the pay raise and 
class size reductions, the con¬ 
tract deal adds more than 600 
nursing positions over the next 
three school years, which pleased 
Perez. Teachers had complained 
that some schools had a nurse on 
campus only one day a week, she 
said. 

Additional counselors and li¬ 
brarians are also part of the 
planned increase in support 
staff 


Denver teachers vote to strike over base pay 


By Colleen Slevin 

Associated Press 

DENVER — Denver teachers 
voted overwhelmingly Tuesday 
to go on strike after more than 
a year of negotiations over base 
pay. 

Rob Gould, lead negotiator for 
the Denver Classroom Teachers 
Association, said 93 percent of 
unionized teachers voted in favor 
of a strike. The union represents 
5,635 educators in the Denver 
Public School system, which could 
see a strike as soon as Monday. 

“They’re striking for better 
pay, they’re striking for our pro¬ 
fession and they’re striking for 
Denver students,” Gould said. 

The main sticking point was 
increasing base pay, including 
lessening teachers’ reliance on 
one-time bonuses for things such 


as having students with high test 
scores or working in a high-pov¬ 
erty school. Teachers also wanted 
to earn more for continuing their 
education. 

Denver Public Schools Super¬ 
intendent Susana Cordova said 
the district would turn to substi¬ 
tute teachers and administrators 
with teacher’s licenses to keep 
schools open. 

“At the end of the day, we know 
that we need our teachers back 
in our classrooms ... We remain 
open to continuing negotiations,” 
she said. 

While teachers have the right 
to strike in Colorado, the state can 
intervene. If the state steps in, the 
walkout could be delayed by up to 
180 days, past the current school 
year. 

The state did not stop teach¬ 
ers in Pueblo from striking in 


May over pay after several years 
of tense contract talks. In that 
decision, the state labor depart¬ 
ment noted that it rarely uses its 
limited authority to intervene in 
contract talks unless requested 
by both sides. 

The Pueblo school district had 
asked for the state’s guidance, 
but the union did not ask for in¬ 
tervention at all. Most of the city’s 
20 schools were shut down by the 
weeklong strike, which ended 
with teachers winning a 2 percent 
cost-of-living retroactive raise 
and a 2.5 percent increase in the 
current school year. 

The union representing Den¬ 
ver’s teachers gave notice of a 
possible strike Jan. 8, but state 
law requires them to wait 20 days 
before walking off the job. 

DCTA President Henry Roman 
said the district’s bonus system 


has changed dramatically since 
voters approved funding for it in 
2005, leaving teachers dependent 
on earning bonuses for things 
that are largely outside their con¬ 
trol. He said that has led to a high 
turnover rate for teachers seeking 
financial stability in districts with 
more traditional pay systems. 

The union says the school 
district’s offer fell $8 million 
short from the funding it wants 
to change the compensation sys¬ 
tem, an amount it claims the 
district could find by reducing 
administrators’ bonuses and tak¬ 
ing money out of its $64 million 
reserve. 

According to the school dis¬ 
trict’s website, the starting teach¬ 
er salary is currently $39,851 and 
the average teacher salary over¬ 
all is $50,449. 


City to pay 
$1.25M for 
false arrest 
of car owner 


Associated Press 

EVANSTON, Ill. — A Chicago 
suburb has tentatively agreed 
to pay a former doctoral student 
$1.25 million to settle a lawsuit al¬ 
leging police officers tackled him 
to the ground and arrested him for 
stealing a car that turned out to be 
his own, his attorney said. 

Evanston City Manager Wally 
Bobkiewicz confirmed a settle¬ 
ment was reached with Lawrence 
Crosby, who was 25 and an engi¬ 
neering doctoral student at North¬ 
western University in 2015 when 
the incident occurred. 

Bobkiewicz declined to pro¬ 
vide the amount of the settlement 
pending final approval by the City 
Council next week. Crosby’s attor¬ 
ney, Timothy Touhy, told the Chi¬ 
cago Tribune that the amount was 
$1.25 million. 

The incident was one of several 
high-profile cases in the Chicago 
area in recent years involving vio¬ 
lent, sometimes deadly encoun¬ 
ters between police officers and 
black men. Last week, a judge sen¬ 
tenced a former Chicago police of¬ 
ficer to nearly 
seven years in 
prison for the 
fatal shoot¬ 
ing of Laquan 
McDonald, 
whose death 
was seen on a 
graphic dash- 
cam video. 

Touhy said 
Crosby was 
trying to re¬ 
pair loose 
molding on 
his car when 
a woman called police to report a 
black man trying to steal a car. 

When he drove off, the woman 
followed Crosby in her car as 
he drove from his apartment to 
Northwestern’s science building, 
giving police his location. 

Crosby got out the car with his 
hands raised after being stopped 
by police but was tackled when he 
failed to immediately obey orders 
to get on the ground. Police later 
determined the car belonged to 
Crosby but charged him anyhow 
with disobeying officers and re¬ 
sisting arrest. 

At the time of Crosby’s arrest, 
an Evanston Police Department 
spokesman said the use of force 
by police was justified as officers 
were responding to what they 
thought was an auto theft. The 
spokesman said officers delivered 
knee strikes and open-handed 
strikes. 

A judge later threw out the 
charges, Touhy said. 

The lawsuit asked the city of 
Evanston and the arresting police 
officers to pay at least $50,000 for 
compensatory and punitive dam¬ 
ages and other relief. 

“It’s his hope that as a result of 
this case, that all of us begin a dis¬ 
cussion on implicit bias and begin 
to recognize it and begin to discuss 
it between yourselves and your 
friends,” said Steven Yonover, who 
represented Crosby in the case. 


Police 
tackled 
Lawrence 
Crosby 
after he 
got out 
of the car 
with his 
hands 
raised. 
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Dueling bills, distinct ways to end shutdown 


We’re five-plus weeks into this 
government lapse and your nonpay. 
You ... should not be expected to 
shoulder this burden, f 


Adm. Karl Schultz 

Coast Guard commandant 



By Alan Fram and Andrew Taylor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Senate leaders 
agreed to hold votes this week on duel¬ 
ing proposals to reopen shuttered federal 
agencies, forcing a political reckoning for 
senators grappling with the longest shut¬ 
down in U.S. history: Side with President 
Donald Trump or vote to temporarily end 
the shutdown and keep negotiating. 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McCon¬ 
nell, R-Ky., set up the two showdown votes 
for Thursday, a day before some 800,000 
federal workers are due to miss a second 
paycheck. 

One vote will be on his own measure, 
which reflects Trump’s offer to trade bor¬ 
der wall funding for temporary protec¬ 
tions for some immigrants. It was quickly 
rejected by Democrats. The second vote is 
set for a bill approved by the Democratic- 
controlled House reopening government 
through Feb. 8, with no wall money, to give 
bargainers time to talk. 

Both measures are expected to fall short 
of the 60 votes needed to pass, leaving little 
hope they represent the clear path out of 
the mess. But the plan represents the first 
test of Senate Republicans’ resolve behind 
Trump’s insistence that agencies remain 
closed until Congress approves $5.7 billion 
to build a wall on the U.S.-Mexico border. 
For Democrats, the votes will show wheth¬ 
er there are any cracks in the so-far uni¬ 
fied rejection of Trump’s demand. 

Democrats on Tuesday ridiculed Mc¬ 
Connell’s bill, which included temporarily 
extended protections for “Dreamer” immi¬ 
grants but also harsh new curbs on Central 
Americans seeking safe haven in the U.S. 

Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, 
D-N.Y., said the GOP plan’s immigration 
proposals were “even more radical” than 
their past positions. 

“The president’s proposal is just wrap¬ 
ping paper on the same partisan pack¬ 
age and hostage-taking tactics,” offering 
to temporarily restore programs Trump 
himself tried to end in exchange for wall 
funding, Schumer said. 

McConnell accused Democrats of prefer¬ 
ring “political combat with the president” 
to resolving the partial federal shutdown, 
which stretched into its 33rd day Wednes¬ 
day. He said Democrats were prepared to 
abandon federal workers, migrants and all 
Americans “just to extend this run of po¬ 
litical theater so they can look like cham¬ 
pions of the so-called resistance” against 
Trump. 

The confrontational tone underscored 
that there remained no clear end in sight 
to the closure. 

The upcoming vote on the Democratic 
plan marked a departure for McConnell, 
who had vowed to allow no votes on shut¬ 
down measures unless Trump would sign 
them. 

The White House views its latest offer as 
a test of whether Democratic leaders can 
hold their members together in opposition, 
said a person familiar with White House 
thinking who was not authorized to speak 
publicly. The administration also wants to 
show they are willing to negotiate, hoping 
it will push more blame onto Democrats, 
who are opposing negotiations until the 
government reopens. Public polls show 
Trump is taking the brunt of the blame 
from voters so far. 

“How long are they going to continue to 
be obstructionists and not solve the prob¬ 
lem and not reopen the government?” 
White House spokeswoman Sarah Hucka- 
bee Sanders said of Democrats. 

One freshman. Democrat Rep. Elaine 
Luria, of Virginia, a state that’s home to 
many federal workers, was circulating a 
draft letter Tuesday urging House Speaker 


Coast Guard 
predicament 

By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

Coast Guard Commandant Adm. Karl 
Schultz on Wednesday publicly criti¬ 
cized the lack of pay for his service’s 
men and women as the government 
shutdown crawls into its fifth week. 

While the other military branches 
have remained funded. Coast Guard 
personnel have gone without paychecks 
since the shutdown started 32 days ago. 
The impasse stems from House Demo¬ 
crats’ refusal to provide President Don¬ 
ald Trump with the billions he demands 
to build a wall on the U.S. border with 
Mexico. 

“Ultimately, I find it unacceptable 
that Coast Guard men and women have 
to rely on food pantries and donations 
to get through day-to-day life as ser- 
vicemembers,” Schultz said in a video 
posted to his Twitter account. 

The strong words came with a prom¬ 
ise that he and Master Chief Petty Offi¬ 
cer of the Coast Guard Charles Calhoun, 
who joined Schultz in the video, would 
“continue to take to Capitol Hill the 
message of critical importance of put¬ 
ting paychecks in the hands of the men 
and women who serve in the world’s 
best coast guard.” 

The Coast Guard’s approximately 
41,000 active-duty servicemembers 
and another 2,100 “essential person¬ 
nel” have continued to work without pay 
since Dec. 22, The Washington Post re¬ 
ported Wednesday. Another 6,000 civil¬ 
ians were furloughed. 

Other military branches have con¬ 
tinued to receive paychecks throughout 
the shutdown, but the Coast Guard, a 
part of the Department of Homeland 
Security, not the Defense Department, 
has gone unfunded. 

“We’re five-plus weeks into this gov¬ 
ernment lapse and your nonpay,” Schul¬ 
tz said in the video. “You as members of 
the armed forces should not be expected 
to shoulder this burden.” 

All service branches but the Coast 
Guard were paid Jan. 15. When that 
date passed without paychecks, the situ¬ 
ation grew more tense. Friday marks a 
new “sobering milestone,” Schultz said 
— the potential nonpayment of Coast 


Nancy Pelosi to propose a deal that would 
reopen the government and then consider 
border security legislation — including 
holding votes on Trump’s demand for wall 
money — by the end of February. A similar 
effort was under way last week by a bipar¬ 
tisan group of senators. 

McConnell’s bill largely reflects the pro¬ 
posal Trump described to the nation in a 
brief address Saturday. It would reopen 
federal agencies, revamp immigration 
laws and provide $5.7 billion to start build¬ 


leader deems 
‘unacceptable’ 

Guard civilians on what should be their 
payday. 

“We have a workforce of 8,000 civil¬ 
ians that work alongside the uniformed 
members of the world’s best coast guard 
doing tremendously important things 
each and every day,” the commandant 
said in the video. 

Even without pay, the Coast Guard 
has continued some of its missions. On 
Sunday, 170 crew members of Coast 
Guard Cutter Bertholf deployed from 
Alameda, Calif., to patrol the western 
Pacific Ocean. 

Schultz said the Coast Guard’s “dedi¬ 
cation and resilience in this adversity 
defines the absolute best of our nation.” 

“Thank you for continuing to stand 
the watch,” he said. 

Schultz said he has been working with 
Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen 
Nielsen to “seek solutions.” 

The Coast Guard Mutual Assistance 
military relief society has “secured suf¬ 
ficient funds to put money in your hands 
to bridge through personal financial 
challenges,” Schultz said. 

“That is your fund; that is your safety 
net,” Schultz said, encouraging ser¬ 
vicemembers to take advantage of the 
program. 

Citizens and organizations across the 
country have donated to various funds 
and offered free meals to help employ¬ 
ees unpaid during the shutdown. USAA 
on Jan. 15 donated $15 million to Coast 
Guard families and offered interest-free 
loans of up to $1,000. 

“I remain heartened by the assistance 
available to you within the lifelines and 
by the outpouring of support from the 
local communities across the nation,” 
Schultz said. 

Calhoun wrapped up the two-minute 
video with a note of optimism, thank¬ 
ing Coast Guard men and women for 
their “strong leadership thus far in this 
challenge.” 

“This will end. We will get through 
this,” he said. “When we get through 
this I want you to look back at your lead¬ 
ership and be proud of what you did and 
how you took care of your people.” 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 


ing his prized border wall with Mexico — a 
project Democrats consider an ineffective, 
wasteful monument to a ridiculous Trump 
campaign promise. 

One White House official said Trump 
was open to counter-offers from Demo¬ 
crats. The official, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity to discuss private conversa¬ 
tions, said Trump was also willing to use 
his proposed temporary extensions for 
“Dreamers” as a way to seek long-term 
deal. 


Many IRS 
workers skip 
work, citing 
hardship 

The Washington Post 

Hundreds of Internal Revenue 
Service employees have received 
permission to skip work during the 
partial government shutdown due to 
financial hardship, and union lead¬ 
ers said Tuesday they expect that 
number to surge as part of a coordi¬ 
nated protest that could hamper the 
government’s ability to process tax¬ 
payer refunds on time. 

The Trump administration last 
week ordered at least 30,000 IRS 
workers back to their offices, where 
they have been working to process 
refunds without pay. It was one of 
the biggest steps the government has 
taken to mitigate the shutdown’s im¬ 
pact on Americans’ lives. 

But IRS employees across the 
country — some in coordinated pro¬ 
test, others out of financial necessity 
— won’t be clocking in, according to 
Tony Reardon, president of the Na¬ 
tional Treasury Employees Union, 
and several local union officials. 

The move is the leading edge of 
pushback from within the IRS, and 
it signals the potential for civil ser¬ 
vants to take actions that could slow 
or cripple government functions as 
the shutdown’s political stalemate 
continues in Washington. U.S. De¬ 
partment of Agriculture meat in¬ 
spectors have begun to call in sick. 
Transportation Security Admin¬ 
istration sickouts at airports have 
been rising, and federal law enforce¬ 
ment agencies say the shutdown is 
increasing stress among agents and 
affecting investigations. 

“They are definitely angry that 
they’re not getting paid, and maybe 
some of them are angry enough to 
express their anger this way,” said 
Reardon, whose union represents 
150,000 employees at 33 federal 
agencies and departments. “But 
these employees live paycheck to 
paycheck, and they can’t scrape up 
the dollars to get to work or pay for 
child care.” 

The employees summoned back 
from furlough to process tax re¬ 
funds are paid between $25,800 and 
$51,000 a year, depending on their 
seniority. 

“I’m at the point where I cannot 
afford to go to work,” said Marissa 
Scott, 31, an IRS customer service 
representative who is out on hard¬ 
ship leave. Scott lives outside Kansas 
City, Mo., and drives 98 miles round 
trip to work each day. “I cannot af¬ 
ford to fill my gas tank.” 

Scott, who has worked at the IRS 
for four years, said she typically helps 
as many as 50 people a day with their 
returns during tax season, includ¬ 
ing U.S. troops stationed overseas. 
She said the shutdown could delay 
refunds for months, and without em¬ 
ployees like her on the job, “it’s going 
to be a disaster all around.” 
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Venezuela’s opposition seeks to expand protests 


By Joshua Goodman 

Associated Press 

CARACAS, Venezuela — Ven¬ 
ezuela’s reinvigorated opposition 
faces a crucial test Wednesday as 
it seeks to fill streets nationwide 
with protesters in an appeal to the 
military and the poor to shift loy¬ 
alties that until recently looked 
solidly behind President Nicolas 
Maduro’s socialist government. 

The protests have been called 
to coincide with a historic date for 
Venezuelans — the anniversary 
of the 1958 coup that overthrew 
military dictator Marcos Perez 
Jimenez. Government support¬ 
ers are also expected to march 
in downtown Caracas in a rival 
show of strength. 


Deported 
adoptee sues 
South Korea 
and agency 

By Kim Tong-Hyung 
Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — Adam 
Crapser lives in limbo, a stranger 
in South Korea, the country of his 
birth. 

Forcibly separated from his 
wife, children and friends in 
America, he is isolated by lan¬ 
guage and culture, left alone to 
navigate this sprawling city he’s 
been expelled to four decades 
after being sent to adoptive par¬ 
ents in Michigan at age 3. 

Crapser was abused and aban¬ 
doned by two different sets of 
adoptive parents in the United 
States then deported after run- 
ins with the law because none of 
his guardians filed citizenship 
papers for him. He told The As¬ 
sociated Press in an interview 
that he has struggled in South 
Korea with intense anxiety and 
depression, even as he searches 
for answers about why his life has 
become defined by displacement. 

That search has led him to file 
a landmark lawsuit against South 
Korea’s government and a pri¬ 
vate adoption agency, the Seoul- 
based Holt Children’s Services, 
over what Crapser calls gross 
negligence regarding the way he 
and thousands of other Korean 
children were sent to the United 
States and other Western nations 
without accounting for their fu¬ 
ture citizenship. 

The $177,000 civil suit, which 
was described to the AP ahead 
of its expected filing Thursday 
by Crapser’s lawyers in a Seoul 
court, exposes a dark side of 
South Korean adoptions, which 
exploded as a business during 
the 1970s and ’80s when many 
children were carelessly and un¬ 
necessarily removed from their 
families. 

The country was then at the 
height of a so-called “child ex¬ 
port” frenzy pushed by military 
dictatorships that focused on 
economic growth and reducing 


The competing demonstrations 
will come after a whirlwind week 
that saw an uprising by a tiny 
military unit, fires set during 
protests in poor neighborhoods 
and the brief detention by secu¬ 
rity forces of the newly installed 
head of the opposition-controlled 
congress. 

For much of the past two years, 
following a deadly crackdown on 
protests in 2017 and the failure of 
negotiations ahead of last May’s 
boycotted presidential election, 
the coalition of opposition par¬ 
ties has been badly divided by 
strategy and ego battles as mil¬ 
lions of desperate Venezuelans 
fled the country’s hyperinflation 
and widespread food shortages. 
But buoyed by unprecedented in¬ 


the number of mouths to feed. 
There was no stringent oversight 
of adoption agencies, which were 
infamous for aggressive child¬ 
gathering activities and fraudu¬ 
lent paperwork as they competed 
to send more children abroad at 
faster speeds. 

Crapser’s case also highlights 
the shaky legal status of possi¬ 
bly thousands of South Korean 
adoptees in the United States 
whose parents may have failed to 
get them citizenship, potentially 
leaving them vulnerable to depor¬ 
tation if they acquire a criminal 
record in a country that’s be¬ 
coming increasingly aggressive 
about going after undocumented 
immigrants. 

Crapser, who was named Shin 
Seong-hyeok by his Korean moth¬ 
er, is one of five adoptees who the 
Seoul government confirms now 
live in South Korea after being 
deported from the United States. 
Several of the deportees have re¬ 
portedly dealt with mental health 
issues and served jail time in 
South Korea for assault and other 
crimes. 

Activists say the South Kore¬ 
an government has done a poor 
job tracking deported adoptees 
and that the real number is al¬ 
most certainly larger. Officials 
wouldn’t provide details about 
the other deportees. 

In South Korea, human rights 


ternational criticism of Maduro, 
anti-government forces have put 
aside their differences and are 
projecting a united front. 

Their leader this time, taking 
the reins from a long list of bet¬ 
ter-known predecessors who have 
been exiled, outlawed or jailed, is 
Juan Guaido, the new president of 
the National Assembly who was 
dragged from an SUV just over 
a week ago by intelligence agents 
but quickly released amid an in¬ 
ternational outcry. 

In the run-up to Wednesday’s 
actions, the defiant 35-year-old 
lawmaker has crisscrossed Cara¬ 
cas attending outdoor assemblies 
known as “Open Cabildos” — for 
the revolutionary citizen councils 
held against Spanish colonial rule 


Ahn Young-joon/AP 


lawsuits against the government 
can drag on for years and are 
rarely successful because the 
burden of proof in noncriminal 
cases is entirely on the plaintiffs, 
who often lack information and re¬ 
sources. Even if Crapser wins, the 
payout will likely be significantly 
smaller than what was demanded, 
considering past cases, according 
to Soh Rami, one of his lawyers. 

Crapser said the amount of 
money is less important than 
forcing officials from Holt and 
the government into a courtroom 
to face questions of accountabil¬ 
ity. He said the government and 
Holt are responsible for failing 
to follow through on his adoption 
and ensuring that his American 
parents naturalized him. Because 
he wasn’t a citizen, US. Immigra¬ 
tion and Customs Enforcement 
officials ordered him deported 
in November 2016 over criminal 
convictions, including unlaw¬ 
ful possession of a firearm and 
assault. 

His lawsuit will also attempt to 
hold Holt and the government ac¬ 
countable for supposedly fraudu¬ 
lent paperwork over his adoption 
status. Most South Korean adopt¬ 
ees, including Crapser, were 
documented as abandoned, even 
in cases where they had known 
parents or were simply lost, which 
made them easily adaptable under 
US. laws. 


— pumping up crowds by arguing 
that Maduro must go for democ¬ 
racy to be restored. 

Speaking on Monday from the 
roof of a college building, Guaido 
proclaimed with fist raised: “We 
are tired of this disaster. We 
know this isn’t a fight of a single 
day but one that requires lots of 
resistance.” 

An enthusiastic crowd of stu¬ 
dents answered with shouts 
of “Freedom!” and “Get out, 
Maduro!” 

Driving the crisis has been Mad¬ 
uro’s decision to plow ahead in the 
face of international condemna¬ 
tion and take the presidential oath 
Jan. 10 for a second term widely 
considered illegitimate after his 
main opponents were banned 


By Kim Tong-Hyung 
Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — South 
Korea’s human rights commis¬ 
sion plans to interview thousands 
of adult and child athletes about a 
culture of abuse in sports after a 
wave of female athletes came for¬ 
ward to say they had been raped 
or assaulted by their coaches. 

The yearlong investigation will 
cover 50 sports and include chil¬ 
dren competing for elementary, 
middle and high schools. Park 
Hong-geun, an official from the 
National Human Rights Commis¬ 
sion, said Wednesday. 

He said the commission aims to 
interview all minor and adult ath¬ 
letes competing for scholastic and 
corporate league teams in speeds¬ 
kating and judo, which have been 
marred by sexual abuse allega¬ 
tions. The investigation, pushed 
by dozens of government officials 
and civilian experts, could start as 
early as next week. 

The commission plans to issue 
guidelines when it concludes its 
largest-ever inquiry into sports, 
but it also could forward evi¬ 
dence to police for further inves¬ 
tigation and possible criminal 
prosecution. 

“Education processes will be a 
key part of the investigation be¬ 
cause there are situations where 
athletes find it hard to disclose 
what they have been through or 
even recognize they had been 
abused or sexually harassed,” 
Park said. “We will have to dis¬ 
cuss with the schools and teams 
to figure out how to proceed with 
the investigation in each sport, but 
we plan to build it mostly around 
face-to-face interviews.” 

South Korean competitive 
sports in recent weeks have been 
hit by a growing #MeToo move¬ 
ment, which highlights deep-root¬ 
ed problems over a brutal training 
culture and highly hierarchical 
relationships between coaches 
and athletes. 

It began with two-time Olympic 


from running against him. 

Guaido has been targeting his 
message to Venezuela’s military, 
the traditional arbiter of political 
disputes. 

Maduro, who lacks the military 
pedigree of his mentor and pre¬ 
decessor, the late Hugo Chavez, 
has sought to shore up support 
from the armed forces by doling 
out key posts to top generals, in¬ 
cluding heading the PDVSA oil 
monopoly that is the source of 
virtually all of Venezuela’s ex¬ 
port earnings. He has also been 
playing commander in chief, ap¬ 
pearing last week at a military 
command meeting wearing cam¬ 
ouflage fatigues and receiving the 
blessing of the defense minister, 
Gen. Vladimir Padrino Lopez. 



Choe Dong-jun, Newsis/AP 


Choi Young-ae, head of 
the National Human Rights 
Commission, speaks at a press 
conference Tuesday in Seoul, 
South Korea, about plans to 
investigate abuse in South 
Korean sports. 

short-track speedskating cham¬ 
pion Shim Suk-hee accusing her 
former coach of repeatedly raping 
her since she was 17. The coach, 
Cho Jae-beom, was the national 
team coach shortly before the 
Pyeongchang Olympics last year 
and is now serving a 10-month 
prison term for physically assault¬ 
ing athletes, including Shim. Cho’s 
lawyers said he denies sexually 
assaulting Shim. 

A group representing speed 
skating athletes said Monday 
there were at least five more fe¬ 
male skaters saying they were 
sexually abused by their male 
coaches but did not reveal their 
names because of privacy con¬ 
cerns. Encouraged by Shim, other 
female athletes have also accused 
their male coaches of sexual ha¬ 
rassment or assault since. 

Experts say abusive treatment 
of female athletes has long been 
a problem in South Korea’s elite 
sports, which are predominantly 
run by men. Athletes often skip 
school to compete in events and 
must live in dormitories, giving 
coaches often overbearing control 
and leaving athletes underedu¬ 
cated and more vulnerable. 



Human rights body 
to investigate abuse 
in S. Korean sports 


Adam Crapser, a South Korean who was adopted in the U.S. and 
later deported, is suing the South Korean government and a private 
adoption agency, claiming negligence. 
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Stray cows have 
become bane of 
Indian farmers 



Joanna SLATEH/The Washington Post 


To accommodate stray cattle, officials in north India created temporary shelters like this one at an 
unused market complex in the town of Sadabad. 


By Joanna Slater 
The Washington Post 

EDALPUR, India — Late last 
month, the government adminis¬ 
trator who oversees this area of 
farmland in northern India was 
in a meeting when she received a 
strange phone call. 

It was from a middle school 
principal in Edalpur, a village of 
2,000 people surrounded by fields 
of wheat and potatoes. “There 
are cows locked in my school and 
a hundred people outside,” said 
the principal, Bani Singh. “What 
should I do?” 

The next day, the administra¬ 
tor, Jyotsna Bandhu, received a 
similar phone call from a differ¬ 
ent village under her supervision. 
After that, she said, it spread like 
a “chain reaction.” 

Before long, about 15 other 
nearby villages had reported the 
same phenomenon. Angry farm¬ 
ers locked hundreds of stray cows 
in public schools, turning them 
into animal sheds and issuing 
a challenge to the local govern¬ 
ment: Fix this. 

In India, it is not unusual to see 
cattle roaming the roads of cit¬ 
ies and towns. But across Uttar 
Pradesh, the country’s most 


populous and politically impor¬ 
tant state, frustration is boiling 
over among farmers, who say the 
number of stray cows has spiked, 
threatening their crops. 

The dilemma — which the state 
government called a “burning 
issue” in a directive to bureaucrats 
this month — is part of India’s 
turn toward Hindu nationalism. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and his ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party have made protecting cows, 
considered sacred in Hinduism, a 
policy priority. 

In Uttar Pradesh, home to more 
than 200 million people, the drive 
to safeguard cows has had far- 
reaching effects. In 2017, Modi 
installed a radical Hindu monk. 
Yogi Adityanath, to lead the state. 
Adityanath launched a crackdown 
on unauthorized slaughterhouses 
and enforced regulations on the 
transportation and sale of cattle. 

At the same time, the rise of 
“cow vigilantes” made transport¬ 
ing cattle in Uttar Pradesh a risky, 
expensive and potentially danger¬ 
ous task. Hindu extremists have 
beaten up and even killed people, 
mostly Muslims, whom they sus¬ 
pect of smuggling or slaughtering 
cows. 


That all adds up to a quandary 
for farmers. When cows were too 
old to provide milk and bulls were 
no longer useful for hauling or 
generating progeny, many farm¬ 
ers used to sell them. Middlemen 
would transport cattle to other 
states or sometimes to slaughter¬ 
houses. Now those networks have 
collapsed. Farmers must either 
bear the expense of caring for un¬ 
productive cattle or simply aban¬ 
don them. Increasingly, they are 
choosing the latter. 

It’s not clear how many stray 
cows there are in Uttar Pradesh. 
The last official count, in 2012, 
put the number at more than 1 
million. The current state govern¬ 
ment has “disturbed the natural 
cycle” and left farmers with little 


choice but to abandon cows, said 
Anil Chaudhary, a former mem¬ 
ber of the state legislature from a 
regional party. 

A state government minister 
said the challenge posed by stray 
cattle predated the current re¬ 
gime. “This has been a problem, 
and it is our government which is 
trying to find a solution,” said S.P. 
Singh Baghel, the minister of ani¬ 
mal husbandry in Uttar Pradesh. 
“We have just enforced the law.” 

With national elections looming 
in the spring, the state govern¬ 
ment has swung into action to de¬ 
fuse an obvious political liability. 
Adityanath, the chief minister, 
announced a new 0.5 percent tax 
on some highway tolls and state- 
owned enterprises to fund the 


construction of cow shelters and 
pledged money to each district to 
tackle stray cattle. 

But the problem is enormous. 
Bandhu, the local administrator 
for part of Hathras district, at first 
moved cows from the protesting 
villages to government-run shel¬ 
ters. When they filled up, officials 
quickly opened two temporary 
shelters nearby. Now they too are 
full, holding 2,800 cattle. 

The current plan is to use pub¬ 
lic land and government funds to 
construct a cow shelter in every 
village, said Bandhu, an energetic 
young bureaucrat whose official 
title is subdivisional magistrate. 
“We are working on a war front,” 
she said. 


‘Bikini Hiker’ dies 
after fall into ravine 



Facebook 


‘Bikini Hiker” Gigi Wu died after falling into a ravine Saturday. 


By Amy B Wang 

The Washington Post 

If there was any doubt that hik¬ 
ing was Gigi Wu’s passion, a visit 
to her social media accounts would 
have put that to rest. 

Her Facebook page was a veri¬ 
table tour of Taiwan’s tallest peaks 
and most scenic mountain ranges. 
Sometimes, Wu picked up trash 
along the trails. On other hikes, 
she admired the scenery and 
wildlife. 

But Wu garnered a following — 
and the nickname “Bikini Hiker” 
— for posting celebratory photos 
of herself atop Taiwanese moun¬ 
tains wearing only two-piece 
bathing suits. She first did so after 
losing a bet several years ago, she 
told FTV News last year, but con¬ 
tinued after realizing the posts 
would draw more attention to the 
practice of hiking. 

“I’ve hiked more than 100 peaks 
[in four years],” Wu told FTV 
News then. “And I probably have 
97 bikinis, so I’ve accidentally re¬ 
peated some a few times.” 

Wu’s latest endeavor, however, 
ended in tragedy. The 36-year-old 
woman was in the middle of a solo 


hiking trip in Yushan National 
Park when she fell more than 65 
feet into a ravine on Saturday, 
Apple Daily News reported. 

Even after she fell, Wu was 
able to use a satellite phone to call 
friends and give her coordinates, 
Nantou County fire official Lin 
Cheng-yi told reporters. However, 
the situation was dire: Wu report¬ 
edly also told her friends that she 
couldn’t move the lower half of her 
body. 

Because of poor weather condi¬ 
tions, rescuers had to try to reach 
Wu on foot. It wouldn’t be until 
noon Monday — about 43 hours 
after Wu’s distress call — that 
rescuers discovered her body, 
Lin said. By then, it was too late. 
A cause of death was not immedi¬ 
ately confirmed. 

Photos obtained by TVBS News 
showed an array of hiking gear 
scattered across a forest floor, 
reportedly near where Wu had 
fallen. 

Rescuers told the news sta¬ 
tion that Wu had been found fully 
clothed, covered in an aluminum 
blanket and with a flashlight 
wrapped around one hand. 

Lin said rescuers were working 


on moving Wu’s body to a place 
where a helicopter could land and 
retrieve it. 

Wu relished in hiking alone — 
something she thought everyone 
should be able to do — and fre¬ 
quently emphasized safety and re¬ 
sponsible hiking practices in posts 
to her Facebook page dedicated 
to hiking, which had more than 
20,000 followers. In interviews, 
she said she hiked with proper 
gear and clothing, only changing 
into a bikini when reaching the 
top of a peak. 

In a May 2017 post, she wrote 


that she had no option but to turn 
back during one portion of a hike 
and that it was important to be 
extra cautious when hiking solo. 

“Even a slight wrong can be 
your last,” she wrote then. 

Wu’s final Facebook post, dated 
Jan. 18, showed simply a tent and 
a glorious layer of clouds beneath 
what she said was the highest 
peak of Taiwan’s Central Moun¬ 
tain Range. 

By Tuesday, Wu’s personal Face- 
book profile had been changed to 
a memorialized account and re¬ 
named “Remembering Gigi Wu.” 


Highway 
speed limit 
talk divides 
Germans 

Associated Press 

BERLIN—A leaked proposal to 
impose universal speed limits on 
the Autobahn is causing outrage 
among car-loving Germans. 

The country’s transport min¬ 
ister, Andreas Scheuer, has said 
the idea “goes against all common 
sense.” But prominent Green Party 
lawmaker Cem Ozdemir defended 
the proposal Tuesday, calling it an 
“act of reason.” 

Germany is one of the few coun¬ 
tries in the world that doesn’t im¬ 
pose speed limits on its beloved 
Autobahn highways. 

The idea — still very much just 
a notion — would limit speeds on 
the country’s highways to 80 mph. 
Proponents say that would reduce 
air pollution, help fight climate 
change and reduce the number of 
car accidents. 

Chancellor Angela Merkel’s 
spokesman, Steffen Seibert, said 
Monday that a government-ap¬ 
pointed committee examining var¬ 
ious proposals isn’t finished yet. 
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Man exonerated after 
11-year incarceration 

CHARLOTTE — A 
North Carolina man 
incarcerated for 11 years for an 
armed robbery he said he didn’t 
commit was found innocent by a 
three-judge panel. 

The Charlotte Observer cited 
a North Carolina Administrative 
Office of the Courts news release 
saying the panel unanimously 
concluded Friday that Israel 
Grant, 32, proved his innocence. 

The charges against Grant 
stemmed from an alleged rob¬ 
bery of a man and a woman in 
2005. The man identified Grant 
from a police lineup of photos. 

Commission investigators later 
found evidence the man and 
woman knew Grant and might 
have had other motives for iden¬ 
tifying him. 

Famous coffee shop 
closes in lease dispute 

I A NEW ORLEANS — A 

New Orleans coffee 
shop that has operated for more 
than a century is closing, at least 
temporarily 

News outlets reported Morning 
Call closed its City Park location 
Sunday following a lease dispute. 

Morning Call’s lease at City 
Park ran out in 2017, and that 
led to a bidding war that Cafe du 
Monde won to take over the spot. 

Morning Call opened in 1870 
in the French Quarter and has 
been famous for beignets and 
cafe au lait. Co-owner Bob Hen¬ 
nessey said Sunday that talks 
continue with the New Orleans 
Fair Grounds as a possible new 
home while he works with real 
estate agents on other possible 
locations. 

Police: Man used ax 
on property after spat 

1^1 MADISON — Madison 
wW I police said a 34-year-old 
man who thought his wife dam¬ 
aged his action figures retaliated 
by taking an ax to the family’s car, 
television and laptop in the house. 

Madison Police Chief Mike 
Koval said the man called police 
just after 10 p.m. Sunday and told 
them he had too much to drink 
and overreacted about his action 
figures. 

The unidentified man was ar¬ 
rested on charges of disorderly 
conduct and felony damage to 
property. Police said the man 
struck the car’s windshield so 
hard the ax got stuck. 

Man accused of letting 
girl, 11, drive to school 

II ROUND LAKE PARK 
I L — An arrest warrant was 
issued for a northern Illinois man 
who police say allowed an 11- 
year-old relative to drive herself 
to school in a stolen rental car 
while he rode along. 

The Lake County News-Sun 
reported employees at a Round 
Lake Park elementary school 
saw the girl pull up to the school’s 
drop-off point Jan. 9. She and a 9- 
year-old girl who was in the back 
seat exited the car. 

Police said Khafilu Oshodi, 31, 


THE CENSUS 



The number of years a Maryland man was sentenced to for a robbery that netted 10 packs of cigarettes from a Wicomico County 
gas station. John Edward Lowe, 36, who was convicted in November of robbery and second-degree assault, was sentenced Thursday. 
The state’s attorney’s office said Lowe threatened a store clerk on New Year’s Day in 2018, failed to get a cash register open and then 
fled the store with the cigarettes. It said he then tried to sell the cigarettes or trade them for gas. 




C.B. SCHMELTER, CHATTANOOGA (TeNN.) TiMES FrEE PrESS/AP 


Honoring Civil War service 

From front left, Joyce Allgood, Emanuel Roland and Donald Tatum, members of the 44th United States Colored Troops re-enactment 
group, lead the processional during a wreath laying at Chattanooga National Cemetery as part of the Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service 
on Monday in Chattanooga, Tenn. The re-enactors and the Mary Walker Historical and Educational Foundation laid the wreath to honor the 
members of the United States Colored Troops who fought in the Civil War and helped erect the cemetery. 


of Round Lake then moved into 
the driver’s seat and drove away. 

Oshodi is wanted on two counts 
of child endangerment and driv¬ 
ing with a suspended license. 

Video captures moose 
chasing skiers at resort 

€^€\ BRECKENRIDGE 

— A woman, in an ef¬ 
fort to warn others of the dangers 
of moose, posted a video on social 
media of a moose charging skiers 
and snowboarders at a ski resort. 

The Summit Daily News re¬ 
ported Lauren Drogsvold cap¬ 
tured the video Saturday at 
Breckenridge Ski Resort. 

The video shows a large bull 
moose approach and then charge 
a crowd of people. There were no 
reports of injuries. 

Resort CEO John Buhler re¬ 
cently said staff tries to prevent 
guests from approaching the 
highly territorial herbivores, 
which are generally peaceful but 
can turn aggressive when they 
feel threatened. 


Police: Pair lying in road 
to watch eclipse run over 

PI WEST PALM BEACH 
r L — A Florida police de¬ 
partment said an officer ran over 
two people who were lying in a 
dark roadway to watch Sunday 
night’s lunar eclipse. 

In a statement to The Palm 
Beach Post, West Palm Beach Po¬ 
lice said the man and the woman 
were treated at a hospital for non¬ 
life-threatening injuries. 

Police said tat around 11:30 
p.m. the officer was patrolling in 
a park and driving around 5 mph 
when his vehicle struck the pair. 

Because the park was “ex¬ 
tremely dark,” officials believe 
they were trying to watch the 
eclipse when they were run over. 

Loose barges shutter 
multiple bridges 

A Several m^jor bridges 
crossing the Monon- 
gahela and Ohio rivers reopened 
after closures prompted by a 


dozen barges hauling coal that 
came loose in strong rive currents 
and floated down the Mononga- 
hela, striking at least one bridge. 

The Pennsylvania Department 
of Transportation said five vehic¬ 
ular bridges were shut down early 
Monday because of the loose barg¬ 
es. The Liberty, Smithfield, Fort 
Pitt, West End and McKees Rocks 
bridges were later reopened. 

The Coast Guard’s Marine 
Safety Unit said all barges had 
been accounted for. 

Teen earns perfect 
scores on ACT, SAT 

^ U CANTON — An Ohio 
teenager hoping to be¬ 
come a book editor someday has 
earned perfect scores on both the 
ACT and SAT college entrance 
exams. 

The Canton Repository reported 
Dinah Ward, 18, a student at Can¬ 
ton South High School in northeast 
Ohio, took the exams previously 
and worked with a tutor to achieve 
perfection. 

Only .2 percent of the 1.9 million 


people who took the ACT last year 
earned a perfect score of 36. The 
newspaper reported there weren’t 
any data available to show how 
many SAT test takers managed a 
perfect score of 1,600 in 2018. 

Rare hawk improving 
after apparent frostbite 

AA p PORTLAND — 
I w I b Maine’s great black 
hawk was standing on its own and 
looking alert Monday, a day after 
suffering apparent frostbite dur¬ 
ing Sunday’s snowstorm. 

The rare raptor, which has been 
living in Portland’s Deering Oaks 
Park for the past few weeks, was 
found on the ground Sunday, un¬ 
able to stand. It was taken to Avian 
Haven in Freedom, which special¬ 
izes in wild bird rehabilitation. 

Avian Haven co-owner Diane 
Winn told the Portland Press Her¬ 
ald the bird’s health was improv¬ 
ing after a night in the intensive 
care unit, but it is uncertain if it 
will be released into the wild. 

From wire reports 
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Netflix becomes 1st 
streaming service 
to join MPAA gronp 

From wire reports 

On the same day Netflix scored its first 
best picture nomination from the Oscars, 
the streaming company is also joining the 
lobbying group the Motion Picture Asso¬ 
ciation of America. 

The MPAA announced 
Tuesday that Netflix will 
join its ranks, becoming 
the first streaming service 
to do so. The only other 
members of the MPAA are 
the six m^or studios. 

The trade group is set to lose one mem¬ 
ber this year when 20th Century Fox is ac¬ 
quired by the Walt Disney Co. 

One of the MPAA’s chief goals is to com¬ 
bat piracy, which is a concern for Net¬ 
flix as it continues to expand its footprint 
overseas. Netflix, though, doesn’t use the 
MPAA’s ratings system to stamp its Aims 
PG-13 or R, for example. 

The MPAA is largely uninvolved in the¬ 
atrical window debates, an ongoing dispute 
that has put Netflix at odds with theater 
owners. Two of the largest cinema chains 
in the U.S., Regal and AMC, have said 
they won’t show Netflix’s “Roma” as part 
of meir annual best-picture Oscars show¬ 
cases, in a further sign that chilly relations 
haven’t thawed. 

Netflix on Tuesday landed 15 Academy 
Awards nominations, including best pic¬ 
ture for “Roma.” 

Baldwin pleads guilty 
to harassing motorist 

Alec Baldwin pleaded guilty Wednesday 
in New York to harassing a man during a 
dispute over a parking spot last fall. 

Baldwin, 60, agreed to complete a one- 
day anger management 
class to resolve the crimi¬ 
nal case. 

The charge is a viola¬ 
tion, the lowest level of of¬ 
fense. If he completes the 
class, the case record will 
be sealed. 

Baldwin was accused 
of trying to punch another driver during a 
Nov. 2 argument over a parking spot in front 
of his Manhattan apartment building. 

The former “30 Rock” star’s lawyer had 
said Baldwin would be vindicated by video 
evidence. 

Baldwin only spoke a few words during 
the court hearing, mostly answering short 
questions from the judge. He didn’t com¬ 
ment afterward. 

Gandolfini’s son will play 
young Tony Soprano in prequel 

James Gandolfini’s son is sticking with 
the family business. 

Michael Gandolflni is set to take on the 
role made famous by his father, Tony So¬ 
prano, in the upcoming “The Sopranos” 
prequel film, Deadhne reported. 

Michael will play a young version of the 
no-nonsense mob boss in “The Many Saints 
of Newark.” 

“It’s a profound honor to continue my 
dad’s legacy while stepping into the shoes 
of a young Tony Soprano,” Gandolflni told 
Deadline in a statement. “I’m thrilled that 
I’m going to have the opportunity to work 
with David Chase and the incredible com¬ 
pany of talent he has assembled for ‘The 
Many Saints of Newark.’” 

James died in 2013 at the age of 51. The 
actor won three Emmy awards for his por¬ 
trayal of Tony on “The Sopranos,” which 
ran for six seasons between 1999 and 2007 
on HBO. 



Baldwin 





‘Thirty years is a 
ions time, ain’t it?’ 


Now that hp'<j finallw 


S pike Lee watched the Oscar nominations Tuesday 
morning on television from his bed, with his wife, 
Tonya, his two grown children. Satchel and Jackson, 
and their dog. Ginger. 

Screaming ensued. 

Lee landed his first directing nomination from the 
Academy for “BlacKkKlansman,” his furious send-up 

B nsm. The film, about a black detective (John David 
^vho leads an undercover investigation of the Klu 
n, won six nominations, including best picture and 
adapted screenplay, a nod Lee shared with Charlie 
Wachtel, David Rabinowitz and Kevin Willmott. 

The most long-in-coming nomination was Lee’s 
nod for best director, something many thought 
should have happened numerous times before, 
starting with 1989’s “Do the Right Thing.” Lee 
was nominated for best screenplay for that film, 
^— but the lack of more Oscar 

attention for “Do the Right 
Thing” was lamented even 
then by Oscar presenter 
Kim Basinger. 

“Thirty years is a long 
time, ain’t it?” Lee said 
Tuesday by phone from the 
Brooklyn office of his pro¬ 
duction company, 40 Acres 
and a Mule, before letting 
out a lengthy cackle. 

In that time, Lee, 61, 
hasn’t escaped the notice of 
the Academy of Motion Pic¬ 
tures Arts and Sciences. His 
“4 Little Girls” was nominat¬ 
ed for best documentary in 1998 and he was given an 
honorary Oscar in 2016, when he rebuked Hollywood’s 
diversity record by saying, “It’s easier to be president 
of the United States as a black person than be head of a 
studio. Honest.” 

That Lee, the filmmaker of “Malcolm X,” “25th Hour” 
and “When the Levees Broke,” has never won a competitive 
Oscar strikes many as a plain injustice. Now, Lee might have 
the best shot of his career in “BlacKkKlansman.” 

He likes his odds. 

“‘BlacKkKlansman’ is the dark horse — pun intended,” 
said Lee with another laugh. “You know what? That’s fitting. 
I’ve always been an underdog, from the very beginning, from 
film school. That narrative has not changed. And I like that 
position.” 

Lee regretted the oversight of his lead actor, John David Wash¬ 
ington, whom he called to console. Lee told Washington, whose 
father, Denzel, has been a mainstay in Lee’s films, that there are 
awards in his future. “Young blood, you’ll be here,” Lee vowed. 

Adam Driver, who plays Washington’s partner, was nominated 
for best supporting actor. “BlacKkKlansman” composer Terence 
Blanchard, who has scored most of Lee’s films since 1991’s “Jungle 
Fever,” was nominated for best score. 

Lee is the sixth black filmmaker nominated for best director. The 
last was Jordan Peele, who produced “BlacKkKlansman” and sent 
Lee the script, based on Ron Stallworth’s 2014 memoir. Lee and Will¬ 
mott then gave the tale a searing coda, connecting the 1970s-set film 
with 2017’s violent white supremacist protest in Charlottesville, Va. 

No black filmmaker has won best director. 

“One day, one of us has got to break through,” said Lee. 

Lee planned to celebrate his nomination, but his thoughts also were 
on the timely subject of his film, one he traces directly to President 
Donald Trump. After the film’s premiere at Cannes in May, Lee lam¬ 
basted Trump for his response to Charlottesville. Lee released the film 
in August on the one-year anniversary of Charlottesville. 

“This film speaks directly to the Looney Tunes world we hve in. It 
speaks directly to why the government is shut down, why 800,000 people 
are in desperation not knowing where their next check is going to come 
from. It speaks to everything this guy has brought to the world since he’s 
occupied the White House,” Lee said. “People get it right away.” 


Spike Lee became the sbdh black filmmaker to receive 
an Academy Award nomination for best director, 
joining John Singleton (“Boyz N the Hood,” 1991), 

Lee Daniels (“Precious,” 2009), 

Steve McQueen (“12 Years a Slave,” 2013), 

Barry Jenkins (“Moonlight,” 2016) 
and Jordan Peele (“Get Out,” 2017). 

None of the previous nominees won. 

Jordan Strauss, Invision/AP 


By Jake Coyle 
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5 Hyundai, Kia cars show high fire claims 
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Nam Y. Huh/AP 

Kia and Hyundai are recalling about 168,000 vehicles to fix a fuel 
pipe problem that can cause engine fires related to improper repairs 
in previous recalls. 


By Tom Krisher 

Associated Press 

DETROIT — Owners of five 
Hyundai and Kia cars and SUVs 
file fire insurance claims at a rate 
far higher than the average for 
comparable vehicles, according 
to an insurance industry study. 

The Highway Loss Data Insti¬ 
tute, which analyzes data from 
insurers representing about 85 
percent of the U.S. industry, found 
that some Hyundai and Kia vehi¬ 
cles equipped with four-cylinder 
engines have double the noncrash 
fire claim rates of the average of 
comparable vehicles. 

Last week the South Korean 
brands announced they would 
recall about 168,000 vehicles to 
fix a fuel pipe problem that can 
cause fires. The problem stems 
from improper repairs during 
previous recalls for engine fail¬ 
ures. They also announced addi¬ 
tional sensor software for another 
3.7 million vehicles. 

Hyundai and Kia started re¬ 
calling 1.7 million vehicles in 
2015 — about 618,000 of which 
are Kias — because manufactur¬ 
ing debris can restrict oil flow to 
connecting rod bearings. That 
can cause bearings in 2-liter and 
2.4-liter four-cylinder engines to 
wear and fail. The problem can 
also cause fires. The repair in 
many cases is an expensive en¬ 
gine block replacement. 

Results of the Arlington, Va.- 
based institute’s study have been 
turned over to the U.S. National 
Highway Traffic Safety Adminis¬ 
tration, which is investigating en¬ 
gine failures and fires in Hyundai 
and Kia vehicles. The agency is 
mostly closed due to the partial 
government shutdown. 

Hyundai said Tuesday that the 
majority of its models in the study 
are already being recalled or are 


part of additional actions to keep 
customers safe. 

“Hyundai actively monitors 
and evaluates potential safety 
concerns, including non-collision 
fires, with all of its vehicles and 
acts swiftly to recall any vehi¬ 
cles with safety-related defects,” 
spokesman Michael Stewart said. 

Kia spokesman James Bell said 
the company is cooperating with 
the NHTSA “and will take any 
necessary corrective action in a 
timely manner.” Many of the fires 
involve vehicles included in the en¬ 
gine failure recall and could have 
been prevented if owners had the 
recall repairs done, he wrote. 

The institute began studying 
fire claims after the Center for 
Auto Safety petitioned the NHTSA 


last year seeking a wider recall of 
Hyundai and Kia vehicles. The 
center had found a higher-than- 
normal number of consumer 
complaints about Hyundai and 
Kia fires in the agency’s database. 
NHTSA has used Highway Loss 
Data Institute studies in the past 
to help make recall decisions. 

According to claims data, the 
2011 to 2015 Kia Optima, the 
2011 through 2014 Hyundai So¬ 
nata, the 2011 through 2015 Kia 
Sorento, the 2011 and 2012 Hyun¬ 
dai Santa Fe and the 2013 and 
2014 Hyundai Santa Fe Sport all 
had higher noncrash fire claim 
rates per 10,000 insured vehicle 
years than the average of compa¬ 
rable vehicles. 

The Optima, with a 2-liter tur¬ 


bocharged four-cylinder engine, 
had five claims, nearly triple the 
average of 1.7 claims for 21 other 
midsize cars. With a 2.4-liter en¬ 
gine, the Optima had 2.8 claims. 
Hyundai’s midsize Sonata with 
the 2-liter engine had 4.2 claims, 
while its 2.4-liter engine had 2.7. 

The Kia Sorento with a 2.4-liter 
engine had 2.6 claims, double the 
1.3 for the average of 50 compa¬ 
rable SUVs. Hyundai’s Santa Fe 
with the 2.4-liter engine had 2.1 
claims, while the Santa Fe Sport 
with the 2-liter turbo had 2.9 
claims per 10,000 vehicle years 
and 2.2 claims for the 2.4-liter 
engine. 

The institute also found that 
while noncrash fire claims are in¬ 
frequent, turbocharged engines 
have higher claim rates. Turbos 
help to send more gasoline into 
engines, making smaller engines 
more powerful. 

The Hyundai-Kia fuel injec¬ 
tor pipe recalls cover some 2011 
through 2014 Kia Optimas, 2012 
through 2014 Sorrento SUVs 
and 2011 through 2013 Sportage 
SUVs, all with four-cylinder en¬ 
gines. Also covered are many 
2011 to 2014 Hyundai Sonata cars 
and 2013 and 2014 Santa Fe Sport 
SUVs. 

The companies say owners of 
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the recalled vehicles will be noti¬ 
fied by letter. Dealers will check 
the fuel pipe for leaks and replace 
the pipe if needed. 

More than 2 million 2011 So¬ 
natas from the 2011 through 
2018 model years and Santa Fe 
Sports from 2013 through 2018 
are covered by software and en¬ 
gine knock sensor updates. About 
1.7 million Kias including the 

2011 through 2018 Optima, the 

2012 through 2018 Sorento and 
2011 through 2018 Sportage are 
covered. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Jan. 24). 

Dollar buys (Jan. 24). 

British pound (Jan. 24). 

Japanese yen (Jan. 24). 

South Korean won (Jan. 24).... 


....$1.1650 

,..€0.8584 

.$1.34 

.93.00 

...1,100.00 


Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

China (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Euro. 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel ($hekel) 

Japan(Yen) 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).... 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (Lira).... 


.0.3770 

.$1.3052 

.1.3358 

6 7926 

.6.5707 

.17.8902 

....$1.1364/0.8800 

.7.8462 

279 92 

.3.6801 

.109.88 

.0.3034 

.5.5974 

.52.70 

.3.78 

.3.7518 

1 3595 

.1,127.57 

0 9971 

.31.76 

....5.3091 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banxing 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Discount rate. 

Federal funds market 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 


.5.50 

3 00 

rate.2.40 

2 39 

.3.05 
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OPINION 

What do Kavanaugh’s early actions portend? 


By Noah Feldman 

Bloomberg Opinion 

I n two separate but similar cases 
Tuesday, the Supreme Court handed 
President Donald Trump a setback on 
immigration and a victory on trans¬ 
gender troops. In particular, the court’s ac¬ 
tions show that its newest member. Justice 
Brett Kavanaugh, may not be prepared to 
give the president what he wants. 

Before reading the tea leaves, however, 
it’s important to understand what the court 
actually did. It chose to leave the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals program in 
place for now, meaning that it won’t hear 
a case about it before October 2019, and 
probably a good deal later. This decision 
— or really nondecision — is a setback for 
Trump, who tried to rescind DACA, which 
protects hundreds of thousands of undocu¬ 
mented immigrants from being deported. 
His plan was blocked by a federal district 
court. Meanwhile, the court ruled 5-4 that 
his ban on transgender people serving in 
the military can go into effect while the 
issue is being litigated. 

To make sense of the arcane complexity 
of the court’s actions, understand that both 
Trump’s DACA rollback and his transgen¬ 
der ban came via executive order. In both 
cases, a federal district court blocked the 
order from going into effect. The rulings 
were based on a legal standard that consid¬ 
ers both the presence of irreparable harm 
and the likelihood of ultimate legal success 
by the party seeking the injunction. 

Naturally, the Trump administration 
didn’t take either ruling lying down. It ap¬ 
pealed both to the appellate courts to re¬ 
verse the temporary stays — and lost both 
times. So it appealed directly to the Su¬ 
preme Court. In both cases, it had two re¬ 
quests: that the court take the case (which 
requires four votes), and that the court re¬ 
verse the stay issued by the district court 
(which takes five votes). 


In the DACA case, the Supreme Court 
refused to take the case, and also declined 
to lift the stay issued by the lower court. 
In the transgender case, the justices also 
refused to hear the case before it was fully 
litigated. But they overturned the district 
judge and ruled that the ban could go into 
effect while the litigation proceeds. 

Before speculating about what the jus¬ 
tices are really thinking, it’s worth con¬ 
sidering whether there is a principled, 
consistent explanation. With respect to 
the harm, the only practical difference be¬ 
tween the two situations is one of scale — 
and that shouldn’t matter, legally speaking. 
In the DACA case, allowing the administra¬ 
tion to rescind the policy before the court 
ruled on its right to do so would undoubt¬ 
edly cause significant, irreparable harm to 
many people. So there was good reason for 
the justices to leave the lower-court block 
in place while they consider the issue. Ban¬ 
ning transgender people from the military 
would irreparably harm many people too 
— specifically, transgender people now 
serving, who would presumably be dis¬ 
charged. That may not be as bad as being 
deported, perhaps, but it’s still meaningful 
harm. There are fewer transgender people 
in the military than there are DACA-qual- 
ified people in the U.S. But again, what 
should matter is not the scale of harm but 
the harm to individuals. 

That raises the second issue the court 
was bound to consider: the likelihood of 
success on the merits. Presumably, the 
five conservative justices who allowed the 
transgender ban to be restored are fore¬ 
shadowing their votes when the case comes 
to the court. If all five are going to vote that 
the ban is constitutional, then it is credible 
for them to hold that the ban should stay 
in place, because in their view, the party 
challenging the ban isn’t likely to succeed. 
The four liberals naturally disagreed. 

But if the five conservatives are essen¬ 
tially saying they’re likely to allow the 


transgender ban, why aren’t they saying 
the same thing about Trump’s DACA re¬ 
scission? Here’s where the details start to 
matter. It is almost impossible to imagine 
that Justices Clarence Thomas, Samuel 
Alito and Neil Gorsuch are unsure about 
whether Trump can rescind DACA, which 
Barack Obama put in place by executive 
order. Logically, they should have been 
prepared to vote to allow DACA to be re¬ 
scinded while the case is litigated. 

If Chief Justice John Roberts and Kava¬ 
naugh had agreed, that would have meant 
five votes to overturn the lower court’s 
block. Yet those two didn’t vote that way 
— and the logical inference is that they 
weren’t prepared to. 

Another detail: Had Kavanaugh but not 
Roberts wanted to hear the case immedi¬ 
ately, his vote would have been sufficient 
in conjunction with the three hardline con¬ 
servatives, since it takes only four votes to 
agree to hear a case. The reasonable con¬ 
clusion, therefore, is that Kavanaugh didn’t 
want to rush the DACA case — and that he 
didn’t want to allow Trump’s DACA rescis¬ 
sion to take effect right away. 

Now for the speculation. This vote 
doesn’t necessarily foreshadow how Ka¬ 
vanaugh will ultimately vote. It’s entirely 
possible that he simply wanted to stick 
close to Roberts. And Roberts surely must 
want the Supreme Court to stay away from 
DACA right now, as its fate is a hotly con¬ 
tested issue in the political negotiations 
over reopening the government. 

But it’s significant that Kavanaugh 
seems to be with Roberts in his desire to 
keep the court from getting too involved in 
politics. With respect to DACA, the court’s 
newest member is insisting on a relatively 
moderate stance. All of which means that, 
today at least, Donald Trump has good rea¬ 
son to be annoyed with Brett Kavanaugh. 

Bloomberg Opinion columnist Noah Feldman is a 
professor of law at Harvard University and was a 
clerk to U.S. Supreme Court Justice David Souter. 


Teen-drum staredown exposes the narrative fallacy 


By Kathleen Parker 
Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
hen a white. Catholic- 
school boy wearing a “Make 
America Great Again” cap is 
shown staring down a Native 
American Vietnam War veteran, sending 
the media scrambling for their pitchforks 
and torches, one might want to pause and 
stroke one’s chin. 

Haven’t we seen this flick before? 

Indeed, the plot doesn’t vary much 
among these episodic teaching moments 
from which we apparently learn nothing. 
The common denominator? White boys 
presumably exercising their white privi¬ 
lege at the expense of a minority victim 

— whether a black dancer (not) raped at 
a Duke lacrosse team party or a female 
student (not) gang-raped at the University 
of Virginia. If the media doesn’t create a 
story from whole cloth, it stampedes to jus¬ 
tice with the ethics and instincts of a starv¬ 
ing honey badger. 

In the current rerun, several longer vid¬ 
eos of the incident show a much broader 
context than did the initial clip and widely 
circulated video stills. As it turns out, a pic¬ 
ture isn’t always worth a thousand words; 
sometimes it’s worth just one: Wait. 

Suffice to say, this did not happen. Within 
minutes of the clip going viral, llth-grader 
Nick Sandmann was no innocent kid but 
instead a racist brat. In the images, he is 
vaguely smiling as he stares at Nathan Phil¬ 
lips, an activist leader of the Omaha tribe 

— and not actually a Vietnam War veteran, 
contrary to initial media descriptions. For 


the record, he served in the Marine Corps 
but was never deployed to Vietnam. But the 
compounded effrontery of mocking both a 
Native American and a war veteran makes 
a much more tantalizing story. Moreover, 
it was actually Phillips who initiated the 
encounter, during which he stood inches 
from Sandmann, banging his drum. 

Quiz: What do you see in this snapshot of 
Sandmann? The face of white supremacy, 
as was quickly alleged on social media? Or 
the nervous smile of a kid who isn’t sure 
what to do after a fellow gets in his face, 
seemingly intent on a staring contest? 

Perhaps, one can see a little of both 
— and, perhaps, both impressions are 
somewhat accurate without necessarily 
representing a whole truth. Both Phillips 
and Sandmann subsequently told differ¬ 
ing accounts, but with one similarity: Each 
said he was trying to convey calm in a 
tense situation. The boys, in fact, had ear¬ 
lier been the targets of a stream of profan¬ 
ity and invective from a third group — the 
Black Hebrew Israelites, who believe that 
blacks are God’s chosen people. 

According to Sandmann, the Israelites 
shouted at one of his black classmates, say¬ 
ing that the white students would “harvest 
his organs.” One can see how things might 
have gotten out of hand — but they didn’t. 
Despite the obvious intent to provoke a con¬ 
frontation with the Catholic kids, the boys 
didn’t take the bait. They may have acted 
out a bit — shouting school cheers, doing 
tomahawk-chop gestures and arguing with 
a Native American who told one student 
to “go back to Europe.” But, largely, they 
acted just like dumb high school kids, if 


you’ll pardon the redundancy. 

All things considered, this potentially 
combustible situation was relatively innoc¬ 
uous compared with what transpired af¬ 
terward via social and other media. White 
men may not be able to jump, but they sure 
can leap to a conclusion. White guilt is a 
thing too. But how many times must we 
witness these rushes to judgment before 
skepticism gets a chance to show off? 

The response to the initial video be¬ 
came so vicious, forcing Sandmann’s high 
school to close Tuesday because of secu¬ 
rity threats, because the inferred events in 
these cases so perfectly fit the prevailing 
white-privilege narrative. But doesn’t ev¬ 
eryone deserve the benefit of the doubt? 

Our tribal politics and the Trump Ef¬ 
fect have liberated resentment and ampli¬ 
fied minor differences. So, note to parents: 
Please don’t send your white boys to a 
Washington march wearing “MAGA” hats. 
You may as well put an apple on their heads 
at a William Tell festival. 

The added fact that Sandmann and his 
classmates are Catholic school students 
only fueled the narrative by providing a 
reiteration of sorts of Supreme Court Jus¬ 
tice Brett Kavanaugh’s ordeal. For many 
Americans, thanks to confirmation hear¬ 
ings that were a kangaroo court of satiri¬ 
cal excess, Kavanaugh will always be the 
white-privileged, prep-school guy accused 
of assaulting a girl in high school. 

Which is to say, sorry, boys. You are a 
victim of terrible timing, by birth and by 
history. You didn’t stand a chance. Shame 
on us for being duped yet again. Anybody 
should have seen it coming. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Met melody 
5 “CSI” settings 
9 Apply cream 

12 Fender bender 

13 Gumbo need 

14 Mode lead-in 

15 Instrument panel 

17 Homer’s 
neighbor 

18 Thread holders 

19 “Tiny Alice” 
playwright 

21 “Heavens!” 

22 Spud 

24 Green gem 

27 Church seat 

28 Ken or Barbie 

31 Glamorous 
Gardner 

32 Shoe width 

33 Teeny 

34 Baseball glove 
36 British “Inc.” 
37— B’rith 

38 Soil 

40 Opposite of nyet 

41 “Yippee!” 

43 Vile 

47 Ghostly greeting 

48 Music group at 
a New Year’s 
Eve party 

51 Wall St. debut 

52 Jacob’s twin 

53 Author Ferber 


54 “A mouse!” 

55 Peel 

56 Optimistic 

DOWN 

1 Tosses in 

2 Harvest 

3 Not — many 
words 

4 Not on the road 

5 Novelist Anita 

6 Alias letters 

7 “It’s c-c-cold!” 

8 Nasser’s 
successor 

9 “The Da Vinci 
Code” author 

10 Out of the storm 

11 Ordered 

16 Journalist Nellie 
20 Started 
22 Pearly whites 


23 Dumbstruck 

24 Bread spread 

25 Bird (Pref.) 

26 Appointment 
tracker 

27 Hide 

29 Meadow 

30 Tiki bar necklace 
35 Eastern path 

37 Sweeney Todd, 
for one 

39 Actress Winona 

40 Female hare 

41 Theater award 

42 Aspiration 

43 Gulf War missile 

44 Pedestal part 

45 Hostels 

46 Crucial time 

49 “— was 
saying ...” 

50 Indian bread 
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CRYPTOQUIP 


UA R EFDDFY BRO YFRMBFF 


OJVFWJLS WS RUYVRUF, U 


XKFOO SJK MJKFF ORS UD’O 


WFFG OFGD AFSUGX. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN THE PEOPLE 
IGNORED HIS TWO COMMANDS, THE LIVID 
MONARCH GAVE THEM THE THIRD DECREE. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: E equals L 
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SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
buyers with classifieds 


140 i Tax Assistance 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
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sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


^H&R BLOCKS 

Germany H&R BlockTax 
Offices Get face-to-face ta 

i&a 1 

X help. 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^mail: eclemons(S)hrblock.com^ 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


STARSK?<STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 


Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


StarsiqiStri pes. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 






Round-the-world news for America s military. 


ClassifledsI 



































































Page 24 


mmumaWM 


•Stars and Stripes* 


Thursday, January 24,2019 


Vol. 1—No. 241 



fTRIPES 


Daily Newspaper of U.S. Armed Forcei 


IFr. 


in the European Theater of Operations 

1 Fr.Sunday, March 25,1945 



For the troops 

Stars and Stripes was a primary source of news 
for the troops at the Front and behind the lines in 
World War II. Although it printed only in the 
European theater during the war, it covered news 
from all theaters. 


Support the Mission 

Subscribe at Stripes.com/digital or email MemberServices@stripes.com to donate a subscription. 










Thursday, January 24,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 25 


SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro football 


NFL playoffs 

Wild-card Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 5 

Indianapolis 21, Houston 7 
Dallas 24, Seattle 22 

Sunday, Jan. 6 

L.A. Chargers 23, Baltimore 17 
Philadeipnia 16, Chicago 15 

Divisional Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 12 

Kansas City 31, Indianapolis 13 
L.A. Rams 30, Dallas 22 

Sunday, Jan. 13 

New England 41, L.A. Chargers 28 
New Orleans 20, Philadelphia 14 

Conference Championships 
Sunday, Jan. 20 
NFC 

L.A. Rams 26, New Orleans 23, OT 

AFC 

New England 37, Kansas City 31, OT 

Pro Bowi 
Sunday, Jan. 27 
At Driando, Fia. 

AFC vs. NFC 

Super Bowi 
Sunday, Feb. 3 
At Atianta 

New England vs. L.A. Rams 


College football 

1 

College basketball 

1 

College hockey 

1 

Golf 


Pro baseball 


Free agents 

NEW YORK - The 109 remaining free 
agents (q-rejected $17.9 million qualify¬ 
ing offer): 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 

BALTIMORE (2) - Adam Jones, of; Col¬ 
by Rasmus, of. 

BOSTON (3) — q-Craig Kimbrel, rhp; 
Brandon Phillips, 2b; Drew Pomeranz, 
Ihp. 

CHICAGO (3) — Jeanmar Gomez, rh( 


'Ihie^lds; 


Bowl schedule 

Saturday, Dec. IS 
Celebration Bowi 
At Atianta 

N.C. A&T 24, Alcorn State 22 

Cure Bowi 
Oriando, Fia. 

Tulane 41, Louisiana-Lafayette 24 

New Mexico Bowi 
Aibuquerque 

Utah State 52, North Texas 13 

Las Vegas Bowi 

Fresno State 31, Arizona State 20 

Cameiiia Bowi 
Montgomery, Aia. 

Georgia Southern 23, Eastern Michigan 21 

New Orieans Bowi 

Appalachian State 45, Middle Tennes¬ 
see 13 

Tuesday, Dec. 18 
Boca Raton (Fia.) Bowi 
UAB 37, North Illinois 13 

Wednesday, Dec. 19 
Frisco (Texas) Bowi 
Ohio 27, San Diego State 0 
Thursday, Dec. 20 
Gaspaniia Bowi 
At St. Petersburg, Fia. 

Marshall 38, South Florida 20 
Friday, Dec. 21 
Bahamas Bowi 

FlU 35, Toledo 32 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 
Boise 

BYU 49, Western Michigan 18 

Saturday, Dec. 22 
Birmingham (Aia.) Bowi 
Wake Forest 37, Memphis 34 
Armed Forces Bowi 
Fort Worth, Texas 
Army 70, Houston 14 

Doiiar Generai Bowi 


Miguel Gonzalez, rhp; James 

CLEVELAND (5) - Melky Cabrera; of; 
Brandon Guyer, of; Oliver Perez, Ihp; 
Adam Rosales, inf; Josh Tomlin, rhp. 

DETROIT (4) — Jose Iglesias, ss; Fran¬ 
cisco Liriano, Ihp; Victor Martinez, dh; 
Jarrod Saltalamacchia, c. 

HOUSTON (5) - Evan Gattis, of; Mar- 
win Gonzalez, inf-of; q-Dallas Keuchel, 
Ihp; Martin Maldonado, c; Tony Sipp, 
Ihp. 

KANSAS CITY (2) - Alcides Escobar, 
ss; Jason Hammel, rhp. 

LOS ANGELES (5) - Jim Johnson, rhp; 
Blake Wood, rhp; Junichi Tazawa, rhp; 
Chris Young, of; Eric Young Jr., of, 

MINNESOTA (6) - Matt Belisle, rhp; 
Logan Forsythe, 2b; Chris Gimenez, c; 
Joe Mauer, lb; Logan Morrison, lb; Ervin 
Santana, rhp, 

NEW YORK (2) - Adeiny Hechavarria, 
ss; Neil Walker, inf. 

OAKLAND (4) — Brett Anderson, Ihp; 
Edwin Jackson, rhp; Matt Joyce, of; 
Shawn Kelley, rhp. 

SEATTLE (5) - Zach Duke, Ihp; Cam¬ 
eron Maybin, of; Andrew Romine, inf-of; 
Denard Span, of; Adam Warren, rhp. 

TAMPA BAY (2) - Carlos Gomez, of; 
Sergio Romo, rhp. 

TEXAS (6) - Tony Barnette, rhp; Adri¬ 
an Beltre, 3b; Bartolo Colon, rhp; Doug 
Fister, rhp; Yovani Gallardo, rhp; c; Mar¬ 
tin Perez, Ihp. 

TORONTO (2) -Tyler Clippard, rhp; 
Marco Estrada, rhp, 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ARIZONA (6) - Clay Buchholz, rhp; 
Randall Delgado, rhp; Jake Diekman, Ihp; 
q-A.J. Pollock, of; Chris Stewart, c; Brad 
Ziegler, rhp. 

ATLANTA (6) - Brad Brach, rhp; Lu¬ 
cas Duda, lb; Ryan Flaherty, inf; Brandon 
McCarthy, rhp; Peter Moylan, rhp; Rene 

CHICAGO (4) — Jorge De La Rosa, Ihp; 
Jaime Garcia, Ihp; Bobby Wilson, c; Jus¬ 
tin Wilson, Ihp; 

COLORADO (5) - Drew Butera, c; Car¬ 
los Gonzalez, of; Matt Holliday, of; Adam 
Ottavino, rhp; Gerardo Parra, of. 

LOS ANGELES (4) - John Axford, rhp; 
Daniel Hudson, rhp; Manny Machado, ss; 
Ryan Madson, rhp. 

MILWAUKEE (4) - Gio Gonzalez, Ihp; 
Curtis Granderson, of; Wade Miley, Ihp; 
Mike Moustakas, 3b. 

NEW YORK (6) - Jerry Blevins, Ihp; 
Austin Jackson, of; Jose Lobaton, c; 
Devin Mesoraco, c; A.J. Ramos, rhp; Jose 
Reyes, inf. 

PHILADELPHIA (3) - Jose Bautista, of; 
Asdrubal Cabrera, 2b; Aaron Loup, Ihp. 
PITTSBURGH (1) - Josh Harrison, 2b. 
ST. LOUIS (2) - Matt Adams, lb; Bud 
Norris, rhp. 

SAN DIEGO (2) - A.J. Ellis, c; Freddy 
Galvis, ss. 

SAN FRANCISCO (3) - Gregor Blanco, 
of; Nick Hundley, c; Hunter Pence, of. 

WASHINGTON (8) - Joaquin Benoit, 
rhp; Tim Collins, Ihp; q-Bryce Harper, of; 
Jeremy Hellickson, rhp; Greg Holland, 
rhp; Mark Reynolds, lb; Matt Wieters, c. 


Louisiana Tech 31, Hawaii 14 

Wednesday, Dec. 26 
SERVPRO First Responder Bowl 
Dallas 

Boston College (7-5) vs. Boise State 
(10-3), ccd. 

Quick Lane Bowl 
Detroit 

Minnesota 24, Georgia Tech 10 

Cheez-lt Bowl 
Phoenix 

TCU 10, California 7, OT 

Thursday, Dec. 27 
Independence Bowl 
Shreveport, La. 

Duke 56, Temple 27 

Pinstripe Bowl 
Bronx, N.Y. 

Wisconsin 35, Miami 3 

Texas Bowl 
Houston 

Baylor 45, Vanderbilt 38 

Friday, Dec. 28 
Music City Bowl 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Auburn 63, Purdue 14 

Camping World Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Syracuse 34, West Virginia 18 

Alamo Bowl 
San Antonio 

Washington State 28, Iowa State 26 

Saturday, Dec. 29 
Peach Bowl 


Belk Bowl 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Virginia 28, South Carolina 0 

Arizona Bowl 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Nevada 16, Arkansas State 13, OT 

Cotton Bowl Classic 
Arlington, Texas 

CFP Semifinal, (llemson 30, Notre Dame 3 

Orange Bowl 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 

CFP Semifinal, Alabama 45, Oklahoma 34 
Monday, Dec. 31 
Military Bowl 
Annapolis, Md. 

Cincinnati 35, Virginia Tech 31 
Sun Bowl 
El Paso, Texas 
Stanford 14, Pittsburgh 13 
Red box Bowl 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Oregon 7, Michigan State 6 
Liberty Bowl 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Oklahoma State 38, Missouri 33 
Holiday Bowl 
San Diego 

Northwestern 31, Utah 20 

Gator Bowl 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Texas A&M 52, NC State 13 
Tuesday, Jan. 1 
Outback Bowl 
Tampa, Fla. 

Iowa 27, Mississippi State 22 

Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Kentucky 27, Penn State 24 

Fiesta Bowl 
Glendale, Ariz. 

LSU 40, UCF 32 

Rose Bowl 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Ohio State 28, Washington 23 
Sugar Bowl 
New Orleans 
Texas 28, Georgia 21 

Monday, Jan. 7 

College Football Championship 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Ciemson 44, Aiabama 16 

East-West Shrine Classic 
Saturday, Jan. 19 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

West 21, East 17 

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl 
Saturday, Jan. 19 
At Pasadena, Calif. 

American 10, National 7 
Senior Bowl 
Saturday, Jan. 26 
At Mobile, Ala. 

North vs. South 


Tuesday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Concordia (N.Y.) 82, Nyack 46 
Dominican (NY) 91, Bioomfield 84, OT 
Duke 79, Pittsburgh 64 
St. Lawrence 73, Hobart 62 
St. Peter’s 74, Niagara 72 
Wilmington (Del.) 81, Chestnut Hill 59 
Yeshiva 76, Old Westbury 48 
SOUTH 

Alabama 74, Mississippi 53 
Alice Lloyd 89, Kentucky Christian 78 
Florida 81, Texas A&M 72 
Florida St. 77, Ciemson 68 
Georgia Tech 63, Notre Dame 61 
Indiana-East 79, Midway 75 
Kentucky 76, Mississippi St. 55 
Maryville (Tenn.) 67, Berea 62 
South Carolina 80, Auburn 77 
South Florida 54, Wichita St. 41 
Virginia 68, Wake Forest 45 
MIDWEST 

Akron 70, Cent. Michigan 67 
Bowling Green 80, E. Michigan 67 
Davenport 116, Grace Bible 83 
Kansas St. 58, Texas Tech 45 
Kent St. 87, Toledo 85, OT 
Miami (Ohio) 71, Ball St. 65 
Michigan 59, Minnesota 57 
Minn.-Morris 111, Trinity Bible 56 
N. Illinois 77, Buffalo 75 
Northwestern 73, Indiana 66 
Ohio 81, W. Michigan 76 
Spring Arbor 105, Grace (Ind.) 94, 20T 
FAR WEST 

Air Force 74, Boise St. 60 
Fresno St. 66, San Diego St. 62 
UNLV74, New Mexico 58 

AP Men’s Top 25 schedule 

Thursday’s games 

No. 4 Gonzaga at Santa Clara 
No. 6 Michigan State at No. 19 Iowa 
No. 21 N.C. State at No. 23 Louisville 
Friday’s games 
No. 5 Michigan at Indiana 
No. 14 Buffalo at Kent State 
Saturday’s games 
No. 1 Tennessee vs. West Virginia 
No. 2 Duke vs. Georgia Tech 
No. 3 Virginia at Notre Dame 
No. 8 Kentucky vs. No. 9 Kansas 
No. 10 Virginia Tech vs. Syracuse 
No. 12 Marquette at Xavier 
No. 13 Maryland vs. Illinois at Madison 
Square Garden 

No. 14 Texas Tech vs. Arkansas 
No. 16 Auburn at No. 22 Mississippi State 
No. 20 Mississippi vs. No. 24 Iowa State 
No. 21 N.C. State vs. Ciemson 
No. 23 Louisville vs. Pittsburgh 
No. 25 LSU at Missouri 

Sunday’s games 
No. 6 Michigan State at Purdue 
No. 17 Houston at Tulsa 
No. 18 Villanova vs. Seton Hall at the 
Wells Fargo Center 

No. 19 Iowa at Minnesota 

Tuesday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Chestnut Hill 92, Wilmington (Del.) 62 
Concordia (NY) 80, Nyack 63 
Dominican (NY) 68, Bloomfield 56 
William Smith 65, St. Lawrence 40 

SOUTH 

Alice Lloyd 85, Kentucky Christian 71 


Brescia IlO, St. Mary of the Woods 71 
Florida Gulf Coast 82, Lipscomb 40 
Gardner-Webb 92, SC-Upstate 72 
Hampton 84, Winthrop 63 
High Point 65, Campbell 60 
Jacksonville 80, North Florida 72 
Lyon 65, Freed-Hardeman 56 
Midway 72, Indiana-East 61 
North Alabama 80, Kennesaw St. 55 
Radford 59, Presbyterian 49 
Stetson 74, NJIT48 
UNC Asheville 80, Longwood 55 
MIDWEST 

Columbia (Mo.) 84, Hannibal-LaGrange 39 
Edgewood 63, Concordia (III.) 45 
Minn.-Morris 74, Trinity Bible 32 
SOUTHWEST 
TCU 86, Oklahoma 71 

AP Women’s Top 25 schedule 

Thursday’s games 

No. 1 Notre Dame at Tennessee 
No. 4 Louisville at No. 22 Florida State 
No. 7 Mississippi State at Florida 
No. 8 N.C. State vs. Ciemson 
No. 11 Maryland at Ohio State 
No. 15 Kentucky vs. No. 25 Missouri 
No. 18 Gonzaga vs. San Francisco 
No. 23 Michigan State vs. Illinois 
No. 24 Texas A&M at Auburn 
Friday’s games 

No. 5 Oregon at Washington State 
No. 6 Stanford at Colorado 
No. 9 Oregon State at Washington 
No. 10 Marquette at Xavier 
No. 16 Arizona State vs. UCLA 
No. 21 Utah vs. California 
Saturday’s games 
No. 12 Texas at Texas Tech 
No. 18 Gonzaga vs. Santa Clara 
No. 20 Iowa State at Oklahoma State 
Sunday’s games 

No. 1 Notre Dame at North Carolina 
No. 2 Baylor at Oklahoma 
No. 3 UConn vs. UCF at the XL Center, 
Hartford, Conn. 

No. 4 Louisville vs. Pittsburgh 
No. 5 Oregon at Washington 
No. 6 Stanford at No. 21 Utah 
No. 7 Mississippi State vs. Mississippi 
No. 8 N.C. State at Georgia Tech 
No. 9 Oregon State at Washington 
State 

No. 10 Marquette at Butler 

No. 11 Maryland at Indiana 

No. 13 Syracuse at Duke 

No. 14 Rutgers at Penn State 

No. 15 Kentucky at No. 24 Texas A&M 

No. 16 Arizona State vs. Southern Cal 

No. 17 Iowa vs. Purdue 

No. 22 Florida State at Virginia Tech 

No. 23 Michigan State at Michigan 

No. 25 Missouri vs. Auburn 


Tuesday’s score 

EAST 

Quinnipiac 4, Holy Cross 1 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Agreed to 
terms with INFs Ryan Goins, D.J. Peter¬ 
son and Matt Skole and RHPs Randall 
Delgado, Evan Marshall and Donn Roach 
on minor league contracts. 

DETROIT TIGERS - Agreed to terms 
with INF Gordon Beckham and C Hector 
Sanchez on minor league contracts. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Claimed RHP 
Parker Bridwell off waivers from the L.A. 
Angels. 

TEJCAS RANGERS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Zach McAllister on a one-year 
contract and with RHPs Taylor Guerrieri 
and Michael Tonkin and C Tony Sanchez 
on minor league contracts. Promoted 
Todd Slavinsky to senior director/base¬ 
ball systems, Ryan Murray to director/ 
baseball analytics, Adam Lewkowicz to 
assistant director/amateur scouting, 
Ben Baroody to assistant director/base¬ 
ball operations, Hamilton Wise to as¬ 
sistant director/international scouting, 
Brett Hayes to coordinator/run preven¬ 
tion, Jonny Clum to assistant/interna¬ 
tional scouting and Bobby Bandelow to 
junior analyst. Named Alex Burg coordi¬ 
nator/run production, Bradley Ankrom 
senior developer/baseball systems, 
Vinesh Kanthan junior analyst/baseball 
analytics and Mike Healy vice president/ 
ballpark operations and guest services. 

National League 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Agreed to terms 
with OF Nick Markakis on a one-year 
contract. 

CHICAGO CUBS — Named Adam Beard 
director of high performance. 

MIAMI MARLINS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Hector Noesi on a minor league 
contract. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

NBA — Fined Dallas G/F Luka Doncic 
$10,000 for kicking a game ball into the 
stands. 

CHICAGO BULLS - Traded the draft 
rights of F Tadiji Dragicevic to Houston 
for F Carmelo Anthony, the draft rights 
to G Jon Diebler and cash. 

Women’s NBA 

LOS ANGELES SPARKS - Named Fred 
Williams and LatriciaTrammell assistant 
coaches. 

FOOTBALL 

PRO FOOTBALL HALL OF FAME - An¬ 
nounced the retirement of executive di¬ 
rector Joe Horrigan, effective June 1. 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Named Tom 
Clements pass game coordinator/quar¬ 
terbacks coach. 

DENVER BRONCOS - Signed OL Don 
Barclay to a reserve/future contract. 

DETROIT LIONS - Signed WR Bran¬ 
don Reilly to a reserve/future contract. 
Named John Bonamego special teams 
coordinator. 

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS - Fired defen¬ 
sive coordinator Bob Sutton. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Recalled RW Adam 
Cracknell from San Diego (AHL). 

DALLAS STARS - Recalled D John Ny- 
berg from Idaho (ECHL) to Texas (AHL). 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Assigned F 
Austin Wagner and D Sean Walker to On¬ 
tario (AHL). 

SOCCER 


retirement of G Tim Howard, effective at 
the end of the upcoming MLS season. 

COLUMBUS CREW - Signed D Abouba- 
car Keita. 

MONTREAL IMPACT - Named Kevin 
Gilmore president. 

PHILADELPHIA UNION ■ 

relian Collin. 

COLLEGE 

NEW MEXICO - Named David Wil¬ 
liams deputy athletic director for exter¬ 
nal affairs. 

RUTGERS — Announced sophomore 
women’s basketball G Alexis Morris is 
transferring from Baylor. 


World rankings 


AP sportlight 


1. Justin Rose 

2. Brooks Koepka 

3. Dustin Johnson 

4. Justin Thomas 

5. Bryson DeChambeau 

6. Xander Schauffele 

7. Jon Rahm 

8. Rory Mcliroy 

9. Francesco Molinari 
0. Tony Finau 

1. Rickie Fowler 

2. Jason Day 

3. Tiger Woods 

4. Tommy Fleetwood 

5. Patrick Reed 

6. Marc Leishman 

7. Patrick Cantlay 

8. Bubba Watson 

9. Webb Simpson 
0. Jordan Spieth 

1. Alex Noren 

2. Matt Kuchar 

3. Paul Casey 

4. Gary Woodland 

5. Louis Oosthuizen 

6. Phil Mickelson 

7. Sergio Garcia 

8. Cameron Smith 

9. Tyrrell Hatton 
0. Henrik Stenson 

1. Rafa Cabrera Bello 

2. Keegan Bradley 

3. Hideki Matsuyama 

4. Kyle Stanley 

5. Eddie Pepperrell 

6. Ian Poulter 

7. Billy Horschel 

8. Kiradech Aphibarnrat 

9. Matthew Fitzpatrick 
0. Kevin Kisner 

1. Shane Lowry 

2. Adam Scott 

3. Li Haotong 

4. Thorbjorn Olesen 

5. Matt Wallace 

6. Andrew Putnam 

7. Lucas Bjerregaard 

8. Brandt Snedeker 
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- Signed D Au- 


Jan. 24 

1956 - Bob Pettit of the St. Louis 
Hawks captures the first of his NBA re¬ 
cord four All-Star MVP awards. Pettit 
leads the West team with 20 points and 
24 rebounds in a 108-94 win over the 
East. 

1981 — Mike Bossy of the New York Is¬ 
landers scores his 50th goal in the 50th 
game of the season in a 7-3 victory over 
the Quebec Nordiques. 

1982 — Ray Wersching kicks a Super 
Bowl record-tying four field goals to help 
the San Francisco 49ers beat the Cincin¬ 
nati Bengals 26-21. 

1986 — Mike Bossy of the New York 
Islanders scores his 1,000th career point 
with an assist in a 7-5 victory over the To¬ 
ronto Maple Leafs. 

2010 — Peyton Manning throws three 
touchdown passes and the Indianapolis 
Colts rally from an 11-point, first-half 
deficit to beat the New York Jets 30-17 in 
the AFC championship game. 


PGA Tour statistics 

Through Jan. 20 
FedExCup Season Points 

1, Xander Schauffele, 1,094.250. 2, 
Matt Kuchar, 1,049.800. 3, Marc Leish¬ 
man, 793.750. 4, Gary Woodland, 772.614. 

5, Charles Howell III, 755.400. 6, Bryson 
DeChambeau, 660.000. 7, Kevin Tway, 
641.100. 8, Brooks Koepka, 593.000. 9, 
Cameron Champ, 591.513. 10, Andrew 
Putnam, 535.821. 

Scoring Average 

1, Rickie Fowler, 68.857. 2, Tony Finau, 
68.902. 3, Bryson DeChambeau, 68.947. 4, 
Marc Leishman, 69.367. 5, Matt Kuchar, 
69.444. 6, Phil Mickelson, 69.457. 7, Pat¬ 
rick Cantlay, 69.468.8, Justin Rose, 69.632. 

9, Webb Simpson, 69.674. 10, Matt Every, 
69.684. 

Driving Distance 

1, Tony Finau, 320.6. 2, Cameron 
Champ, 320.1. 3, Grayson Murray, 320.0. 4, 
Patrick Cantlay, 317.5. 5, Luke List, 316.3. 

6, Seth Reeves, 315.8. 7 (tie), Phil Mick¬ 
elson and Adam Scott, 315.3. 9, Brendan 
Steele, 315.2.10, Wyndham Clark, 314.8. 

Driving Accuracy Percentage 

1, Jim Furyk, 85.71%. 2, Satoshi Kod- 
aira, 79.69%. 3, Matt Kuchar, 77.19%. 4, 
Ryan Armour, 76.19%. 5, Brice Garnett, 
75.54%. 6, George Cunningham, 75.51%. 

7, Louis Oosthuizen, 75.00%. 8, Webb 
Simpson, 73.84%. 9, Chez Reavie, 73.72%. 

10, Ben Silverman, 73.66%. 

Greens in Reguiation Percentage 

1, Louis Oosthuizen, 84.03%. 2, Charles 
Howell III, 80.34%. 3, Lucas Glover, 
79.17%. 4, Matt Kuchar, 78.82%. 5, D.J. Tra¬ 
han, 78.79%. 6, Branden Grace, 78.70%. 7, 
George Cunningham, 78.57%. 8 (tie), Jim 
Furyk and Justin Thomas, 78.47%. 10, 
Gary Woodland, 78.26%. 

Totai Driving 

1, Brendan Steele, 23. 2, George Cun¬ 
ningham, 30. 3, Jason Kokrak, 55. 4, 
Bryson DeChambeau, 64. 5, Cameron 
Smith, 68. 6, Gary Woodland, 72. 7, Ryan 
Moore, 79.8, Abraham Ancer, 81. 9, Ches- 
son Hadley, 96.10, Charles Howell III, 97. 

SG Putting 

1, Andrew Putnam, 1.936. 2, Pat Perez, 
1.799. 3, Charley Hoffman, 1.708. 4, Dylan 
Meyer, 1.611. 5, Xander Schauffele, 1.341. 
6, Brian Gay, 1.258. 7, Martin Piller, 1.257. 

8, Juli?n Etulain, 1.233. 9, Scott Langley, 
1.229. 10, Justin Rose, 1.203. 

Birdie Average 

1, Phil Mickelson, 6.00. 2, Aaron Wise, 
5.60. 3, Cameron Champ, 5.48. 4, Gary 
Woodland, 5.43. 5, Bryson DeChambeau, 
5.42. 6 (tie), Marc Leishman and Rickie 
Fowler, 5.38. 8 (tie). Matt Every and Tony 
Finau, 5.25. 10, 2 tied with 5.19. 

Eagies (Hoies per) 

1, Zach Johnson, 43.2. 2, Thomas Piet¬ 
ers, 48.0. 3, Max Homa, 51.0. 4 (tie), Paul 
Casey, Andres Romero, Steve Marino, 
Kevin Chappell and Shintaro Ban, 54.0. 9, 
James Hahn, 56.3.10, 4 tied with 57.6. 

Sand Save Percentage 

1, Maverick McNealy, 100.00%. 2, 
D.A. Points, 88.89%. 3, Robert Garrigus, 
81.82%. 4, Dustin Johnson, 80.00%. 5, Er¬ 
nie Els, 79.17%. 6 (tie), Stuart Appleby 
and Derek Fathauer, 77.78%. 8, Keegan 
Bradley, 76.47%. 9, Kiradech Aphibarnrat, 
75.00%. 10, J.B. Holmes, 74.07%. 

Aii-Around Ranking 

1, Bryson DeChambeau, 278. 2, Justin 
Thomas, 305. 3, Marc Leishman, 313. 4, 
Danny Lee, 349. 5, Adam Hadwin, 351. 6, 
Xander Schauffele, 402. 7, Gary Wood¬ 
land, 409. 8, Webb Simpson, 451. 9, Abra¬ 
ham Ancer, 453.10, Emiliano Grille, 456. 


















Page 26 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, January 24,2019 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL/SOCCER 


Roundup 

Matthews lifts 
No. 5 Michigan 
over Minnesota 



Tony Ding/AP 


Michigan guard Charles Matthews breaks away for a basket against 
Minnesota in the first half on Tuesday. Matthews made a baseline 
floater at the buzzer to lift the Wolverines to a 59-57 win 


Associated Press 

ANN ARBOR, Mich. — The 
ball bounced right to Charles 
Matthews, who dribbled once and 
squared up to shoot as the game 
clock — and more importantly, 
the shot clock — neared zero. 

“I saw the clock when I did 
get the ball. I’m not sure exactly 
how much time, but I did know 
that there was time on the clock,” 
Matthews said. “So I didn’t want 
to just throw up a crazy shot. I 
wanted to still follow through 
with it.” 

Matthews used up what little 
time he had, then made a baseline 
floater at the buzzer to lift No. 5 
Michigan to a 59-57 win over 
Minnesota on Tuesday night. 

On the final possession, Iggy 
Brazdeikis drove to the basket 
and had his shot blocked by Eric 
Curry, but the ball bounced over 
to Matthews to the left of the rim. 
His shot went high in the air and 
dropped through with no time 
remaining. 

The shot by Matthews was 
clearly released before the game 
clock expired, but the shot clock 
was a much closer call. After a 
long review, officials ruled the 
ball was released in time. 

“As heartbreaking as that was, 
we got that stop,” Minnesota 
coach Richard Pitino said. “The 
ball kind of bounced their way.” 

Gabe Kalscheur’s three-point¬ 
er tied it at 57 with 30.9 seconds 
remaining, capping a 10-0 run for 
the Golden Gophers. 

Brazdeikis scored 13 of his 18 
points in the second half He was 
held scoreless at Wisconsin on 
Saturday when the Wolverines 
lost for the first time this sea¬ 
son. Michigan (18-1, 7-1 Big Ten) 
struggled through much of the 
game against Minnesota and was 
down by seven before Brazdeikis 
made a three-pointer and a three- 
point play to cut the deficit to one. 
That was the start of a 23-3 run 
by the Wolverines. 

Michigan led by 13, and then it 
was Minnesota’s turn to rally. 

Minnesota (14-5, 4-4) scored 
the first six points and led 19-10 
after a three by Kalscheur. Mich¬ 
igan was 3-for-20 from the field 
before finishing the first half a bit 
better. The Golden Gophers led 
31-28 at halftime. 

No. 2 Duke 79, Pittsburgh 64: 
Zion Williamson hit his first 10 
shots on his way to 25 points, fel¬ 
low freshman RJ Barrett scored 
26 and the Blue Devils had little 
trouble with host the Panthers. 

Williamson finished ll-for-13 
from the floor to go with seven 
rebounds and seven assists for 
Duke (16-2, 5-1 Atlantic Coast 
Conference), which kept Pitts¬ 


burgh (12-7, 2-4) in check even 
without injured freshman guard 
Tre Jones. Duke held Pitt to 41 
percent shooting, outrebounded 
the Panthers 39-34 and wasn’t 
in any real danger after a surge 
midway through the first half 

Trey McGowens led Pitt with 
14 points. 

No. 3 Virginia 68, Wake For¬ 
est 45: Kyle Guy and Jay Huff 
scored 12 points each, and the 
host Cavaliers opened with a 
25-3 run in a victory against the 
Demon Deacons. 

De’Andre Hunter and Mamadi 
Diakite had 11 points each for 
Virginia (17-1, 5-1 Atlantic Coast 
Conference), which bounced back 
from a 72-70 loss at No. 2 Duke on 
Saturday. 

Brandon Childress led Wake 
Forest (8-10, 1-5) with 12 points, 
and Olivier Sarr had 11. 

Virginia led 12-0 before Chil¬ 
dress hit a three-pointer for Wake 
Forest, its only basket in its first 

13 attempts. 

No. 8 Kentucky 76, No. 22 
Mississippi State 55: PJ Wash¬ 
ington scored 21 points, includ¬ 
ing a big three-pointer down the 
stretch, Tyler Herro added 18 
and the host Wildcats pulled away 
from the Bulldogs for their fifth 
consecutive victory. 

Kentucky (15-3, 5-1 Southeast¬ 
ern Conference) led for all but the 
early minutes, but had to survive 
some rough stretches that allowed 
Mississippi State (14-4, 2-3) to get 
within 41-39 with 13:39 remain¬ 
ing. Kentucky answered with 
scoring 18 of the next 25 points in 
the next 6:50. 

Northern Illinois 77, No. 

14 Buffalo 75: Noah McCarty 
banked in a game-winning basket 
with 2 seconds to play, and host 
Northern Illinois upset Buffalo. 

The Huskies reserve took a feed 
from Trendon Hankerson for the 
layup seconds after Buffalo had 
tied the game on a three-pointer 
by C. J. Massinburg. 

Massinburg scored 23 points 
for the Bulls (17-2,5-1 MAC), who 
saw their seven-game winning 
streak snapped. 

Kansas State 58, No. 14 Texas 
Tech 45: Barry Brown Jr. had 15 
points. Dean Wade had 13 and the 
host Wildcats’ defense shut down 
the Red Raiders. 

The Big 12’s top-ranked de¬ 
fenses combined to force 30 turn¬ 
overs. Kansas State (15-4, 5-2) 
held Texas Tech to 33-percent 
shooting. 

Jarrett Culver led Texas Tech 
(15-4, 4-3) with 17 points. 

South Carolina 80, No. 16 
Auburn 77: Chris Silva had a ca¬ 
reer-high 32 points, and Felipe 
Haase’s three-pointer with 30.3 


seconds left put the host Game¬ 
cocks ahead for good in a victory 
over the Tigers. 

South Carolina (10-8,5-1 South¬ 
eastern Conference) continued its 
improbable SEC run. The Game¬ 
cocks entered league play with a 
5-7 preconference mark, but have 
won five of their first six, beat¬ 
ing a pair of ranked opponents 
in Mississippi State and Auburn 
(13-5, 2-3). 

No. 18 Villanova 80, But¬ 
ler 72: Eric Paschall scored 23 
points, Phil Booth added 17 and 
the visiting Wildcats made 12 
three-pointers to pull away from 
Butler. 

Villanova (15-4, 6-0 Big East) 
has won seven straight since los¬ 
ing to Kansas on Dec. 15. 

Aaron Thompson had 15 points 
for Butler (12-8, 3-4), which had 
won its previous two games. 

Alabama 74, No. 20 Missis¬ 
sippi 53: John Petty scored 15 
points off the bench, and Donta 
Hall added 11 points and 10 re¬ 
bounds for a school-record fourth 
straight double-double as the host 
Tide upset the Rebels. 

Galin Smith matched his sea¬ 
son high with 10 points for Ala¬ 
bama (12-6, 3-3 Southeastern 
Conference). 

Terence Davis finished with 10 
points on 3-for-5 shooting before 
fouling out with just over 16 min¬ 
utes remaining for Mississippi 
(14-4, 4-2). 

Florida 81, Texas A&M 72: 


KeVaughn Allen scored 31 points, 
Noah Locke added a career-high 
27 and the host Gators used a 
flurry of three-pointers to over¬ 
come a 13-point deficit and beat 
the Aggies. 

Florida (11-7, 3-3 Southeastern 
Conference) made 18 of 37 from 
behind the arc, including 11 of 15 
in the second half, and set season 
highs in makes and attempts. 

Florida State 77, Clemson 
68 : Mfiondu Kabengele scored 
12 of his 17 points in the second 
half and David Nichols added 16 
points as the host Seminoles halt¬ 
ed a three-game slide with a win 
over the Tigers. 

Nichols made four three-point¬ 
ers for Florida State (14-5,2-4 At¬ 
lantic Coast Conference), which 
came into the game shooting 31.3 
percent from beyond the three- 
point arc but made 10 three- 
pointers against Clemson. That’s 
the most for the Seminoles in an 
ACC game and one short of the 
season high. 

Air Force 74, Boise State 60: 

Lavelle Scottie scored 22 points 
and grabbed seven rebounds, 
Chris Joyce scored a go-ahead 
jumper, and the host Falcons 
pulled away late to hand the Bron¬ 
cos their third straight loss. 

A.J. Walker scored 18 points 
with six boards and four as¬ 
sists and Joyce added 12 points 
and seven rebounds for the Air 
Force (8-11, 3-4 Mountain West 
Conference). 


Briefs 

This season 
will be last 
for Howard 

Associated Press 

Colorado Rapids and former 
U.S. national team goalkeeper 
Tim Howard says this season 
will be his last in Major League 
Soccer. 

Howard made the announce¬ 
ment on social media Tuesday, a 
day after the Rapids reported to 
training camp. 

“I’m greatly looking forward to 
kicking off the 2019 MLS season, 
as it will be my LAST. There will 
be plenty of time for sentiment 
later. For now, I am going to enjoy 
every minute. And as I’ve always 
done, compete hard and help lead 
the Rapids with the sole purpose 
of winning,” he posted to Twitter. 

Over the course of his 21-year 
professional career, the 39- 
year-old spent 13 seasons in the 
English Premier League with 
Manchester United and Everton. 
He was Premier League Goal¬ 
keeper of the Year in 2004 while 
with Manchester United. 

In addition to the Rapids, How¬ 
ard also played with the Metro- 
Stars (1998-2003) in MLS. 

His announcement formally 
confirms the speculation that 
surrounded Howard last season. 

“It’s a decision I’ve been very 
comfortable with for quite a long 
time in my own head, and my 
heart,” he said on a conference 
call with reporters. 

Howard made 121 appearances 
with the national team, starting 
for the United States at the World 
Cup in South Africa in 2010 and 
again in Brazil in 2014. He was 
the backup to Kasey Keller for 
the 2006 World Cup in Germany. 

Howard holds US. men’s na¬ 
tional team records for most ap¬ 
pearances and wins, with 62. He 
also had 42 shutouts. 

He was honored as CONCA- 
CAF Goalkeeper of the Year 
three times. 

“It seemed like the right time,” 
he said about his retirement. “I 
kind of always had my sights set 
on this, and there’s other things I 
want to do. For a lot of those rea¬ 
sons I wanted to make sure this 
would be the end. In terms of tim¬ 
ing it makes a lot of sense to do 
this now before the start of the 
season and kind of get that out of 
the way so it’s not a distraction. 
That’s what’s most important to 
me. “ 

In other soccer news: 

■ Christen Press scored in the 
53rd minute and the U.S. women’s 
national team rebounded from a 
rare loss with a 1-0 victory over 
Spain. 

The United States was coming 
off a 3-1 loss to France on Satur¬ 
day that snapped a 28-match un¬ 
beaten streak. 

■ Midfielder Kellyn Acosta 
has been cut from the U.S. men’s 
roster for upcoming exhibitions 
against Panama and Costa Rica. 

New coach Gregg Berhalter also 
dropped defender Justen Glad on 
Tuesday along with goalkeepers 
Alex Bono and Tyler Miller. 
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John Amis/AP 


Tiger Woods, center, emerges from a horde of fans following him on 
his way to the 18th green in the final round of the Tour Championship 
in September. Woods says he got chills watching the highlights. 


Crowds at victory 
give Woods chills 


Doug Ferguson 
Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO—Rarely in sports 
has such a big moment had such a 
short shelf life. 

Even one involving Tiger 
Woods. 

With respect to Brooks Koepka 
and his two majors, or Frances¬ 
co Molinari with his claret jug 
and 5-0 mark in the Ryder Cup, 
no moment last year captivated 
golf as much as Woods finish¬ 
ing off his improbable comeback 
by winning the final PGA Tour 
event of the season at the Tour 
Championship. 

And then it was time to move 
on. 

Twelve hours later, Woods and 
the American team arrived in 
Paris for the Ryder Cup. That 
week was all about team and try¬ 
ing to win on European soil, both 
ultimately failures. And then 
Woods was out of public view for 
two months, returning only for a 
pair of exhibitions in Las Vegas 
and the Bahamas. 

Publicly, the moment was gone. 
Privately, Woods took time to 
reflect. 

First, it was the reaction from 
his family and friends, those who 
had seen him at the lowest of low 
points when he was searching 
for answers to his ailing back 
through four surgeries, and when 
a reliance on pain medications 
led to the public embarrassment 
of his arrest on a DUI charge. 

“I got back home and I got a 
chance to be around my friends 
and my family, to hear some of the 
stories of how nervous they were 
and how emotional they were,” 
Woods said Tuesday. “Players, 
friends, people who saw what I 
went through at home, saw the 
difficult times and just to see that 
I made it that far back, that was 
touching to me because I didn’t 
really expect that, because I’m 
inside the ropes. 

“I know what it took for me,” he 
said. “But I didn’t know it would 


have affected anyone else like 
that.” 

Then, it was seeing the final 
round on a video screen. 

The highlights of that Sunday 
at East Lake were so much like 
the Woods of old. He had a 54- 
hole lead, mapped out what it 
would take to win and was so me¬ 
thodical in his execution that he 
never gave anyone else much of a 
chance. 

“It’s about the grind, and that’s 
what I did,” he said. “I didn’t re¬ 
ally have it in drive, I just had it in 
neutral all day.” 

What made his spine tingle was 
what everyone remembers about 
that day. 

Was there a more indelible 
image than Woods walking up to 
the 18th green, red shirt blazing, 
as thousands of fans rushed under 
the ropes and followed him down 
the fairway to create a stage wor¬ 
thy of the occasion? 

“It gives me chills almost every 
single time I see it,” Woods said. 
“At the time, it didn’t seem like 
that because I didn’t really look 
back. I only looked back a couple 
times over my right shoulder. ... 
I got on the green, I looked and 
I’m like, ‘Holy cow, there’s a lot of 
people out there.’ 

“But the rush and the commo¬ 
tion that happened ... I’ve expe¬ 
rienced things of that nature, but 
not that energy.” 

It was like that at the Western 
Open in 1997, the year he changed 
the face of golf It was like that 
when he won the British Open 
both times at St. Andrews. That 
was when he was expected to win 
all the time. And maybe that’s 
why he says East Lake had “its 
own aura and its own energy.” 

It was so great that Woods isn’t 
sure he’ll ever feel that again. 

“Maybe one day it might, who 
knows?” he said. “All I know is 
that it was really loud and very 
special.” 

Woods makes his 2019 debut 
this week at Torrey Pines. 


NBA scoreboard 


Eastern Conference Timberwolves 118, Suns 91 


Atlantic Division 


Toronto 
Philadelphia 
Boston 
Brooklyn 
New York 

Miami 

Charlotte 

Washington 

Orlando 

Atlanta 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Detroit 

Chicago 

Cleveland 


36 13 .735 - 

31 17 .646 4'/2 


10 35 .222 24 

Southeast Division 

22 23 .489 - 

22 24 .478 'A 

20 26 .435 2'A 

20 27 .426 3 

14 32 .304 S'A 

Centrai Division 

34 12 .739 - 

31 15 .674 3 

20 26 .435 14 

11 36 .234 23'/2 

9 39 .188 26 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 


Pet GB 

26 20 .565 

27 21 .563 

22 25 .468 

21 26 .447 


4'4 


Houston 
San Antonio 

New Orleans __ __ _ 

Dallas 21 26 .447 5'/2 

Memphis 19 28 .404 7'/2 

Northwest Division 

Denver 31 14 .689 - 

Oklahoma City 29 18 .617 3 

Portland 29 20 .592 4 

Utah 26 22 .542 6'/2 

Minnesota 23 24 .489 9 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 33 14 .702 - 

LA. Clippers 25 22 .532 8 

L.A. Lakers 25 23 .521 8'/2 

Sacramento 24 24 .500 9'/2 

Phoenix 11 38 .224 23 

Tuesday’s games 
Toronto 120, Sacramento 105 
Oklahoma City 123, Portland 114 
Dallas 106, L.A. Clippers 98 
Minnesota 118, Phoenix 91 
Wednesday’s games 
Toronto at Indiana 
Cleveland at Boston 
Houston at New York 
L.A. Clippers at Miami 
Orlando at Brooklyn 
Atlanta at Chicago 
Charlotte at Memphis 
Detroit at New Orleans 
San Antonio at Philadelphia 
Denver at Utah 

Thursday’s games 
Golden State at Washington 
New Orleans at Oklahoma City 
Portland at Phoenix 
Minnesota at L.A. Lakers 
Friday’s games 
Washington at Orlando 
Miami at Cleveland 
New York at Brooklyn 
L.A. Clippers at Chicago 
Sacramento at Memphis 
Toronto at Houston 
Charlotte at Milwaukee 
Detroit at Dallas 
Minnesota at Utah 
Phoenix at Denver 

Tuesday 

Mavericks 106, Clippers 98 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Bradley 5-11 2-2 15, 
T.Harris 1-9 6-6 9, Harrell 4-7 3-4 11, Gil- 
geous-Alexander 4-14 0-0 8, Beverley 6-14 

1-3 16, Scott 3-7 0-0 7, Motley 2-5 3-4 7, 
Gortat 0-0 0-0 0, Robinson 1-2 0-0 3, Wal¬ 
lace 1-5 2-2 4, Williams 5-16 4-4 15, Thorn- 
well 1-1 1-4 3. Totals 33-91 22-29 98. 

DALLAS - Matthews 3-9 2-5 9, Barnes 
7-143-4 20, Jordan 6-8 1-2 13, Smith Jr. 6-17 

4-4 17, Doncic 5-15 7-10 17, Finney-Smith 

1-1 2-2 5, Powell 1-1 0-0 2, Kleber 1-2 0-0 
2, Nowitzki 3-6 0-0 8, D.Harris 5-8 1-2 13, 
Brunson 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 38-81 20-29 106. 
L.A. Clippers 29 27 17 25- 98 

Dallas 26 32 20 28-106 

Three-point goals—L.A. 10-36 (Bradley 
3-6, Beverley 3-10, Robinson 1-2, Scott 
1-4, Williams 1-6, T.Harris 1-6, Gilgeous- 
Alexander 0-2), Dallas 10-34 (Barnes 3-5, 
Nowitzki 2-4, D.Harris 2-5, Finney-Smith 
1-1, Matthews 1-4, Smith Jr. 1-6, Kleber 
0-1, Doncic 0-8). Rebounds—L.A. 41 (Bev¬ 
erley 9), Dallas 48 (Jordan 16). Assists— 
L.A. 19 (Williams, T.Harris 4), Dallas 21 
(Doncic 6). Total Fouls-L.A. 26, Dallas 25. 
A-19,466 (19,200). 


MINNESOTA - Wiggins 7-18 2-4 17, 
Gibson 4-7 5-7 13, Towns 10-15 3-5 25, 
Rose 3-9 0-0 6, Okogie 7-11 3-3 21, Bates- 
Diop 1-2 0-0 2, Deng 2-6 0-0 4, Tolliver 1-4 
0-0 3, Saric 2-9 0-0 5, Dieng 0-2 0-0 0, Bay¬ 
less 5-16 0-0 14, Terrell 2-3 0-0 5, Williams 

1- 1 0-0 3. Totals 45-103 13-19 118. 

PHOENIX - Bridges 3-11 0-0 7, Warren 

2- 2 0-0 4, Bender 5-10 2-5 13, Melton 2-6 
0-0 4, Booker 6-11 2-2 14, Jackson 10-18 

5-9 27, Oubre Jr. 5-10 1-2 13, Acy 1-4 0-0 2, 
Okobo 0-4 0-0 0, Crawford 0-4 0-0 0, Dan¬ 
iels 3-7 0-0 7. Totals 37-87 10-18 91. 

Minnesota 32 32 29 25-118 

Phoenix 27 22 22 20- 91 

Three-point goals—Minnesota 15-42 
(Okogie 4-7, Bayless 4-11, Towns 2-4, Ter¬ 
rell 1-1, Williams 1-1, Tolliver 1-3, Saric 1- 
4, Wiggins 1-5, Bates-Diop 0-1, Deng 0-1, 
Dieng 0-1, Rose 0-3), Phoenix 7-34 (Jack- 
son 2-4, Oubre Jr. 2-7, Bender 1-4, Daniels 
1-4, Bridges 1-6, Booker 0-1, Melton 0-1, 
Crawford 0-2, Okobo 0-2, Acy 0-3). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Minnesota 64 
(Towns 18), Phoenix 34 (Jackson, Bender 
10). Assists—Minnesota 30 (Towns, Bay¬ 
less 7), Phoenix 23 (Crawford, Booker, 
Bridges 4). Total Fouls—Minnesota 18, 
Phoenix 17. Technicals—Dieng, Booker 
2. Ejected—Dieng, Booker. A—14,460 
(18,422). 


Thunder 123, 

Trail Blazers 114 

PORTLAND - Harkless 0-40-0 0, Aminu 
1-7 2-4 4, Nurkic 9-17 4-6 22, Lillard 12-24 
8-8 34, McCollum 11-23 2-2 31, Layman 2- 
7 0-0 4, Leonard 3-5 2-2 9, Collins 2-3 0-0 
4, Curry 1-2 0-0 2, Turner 2-3 0-0 4. Totals 
43-95 18-22 114. 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 10-21 13- 
15 36, Grant 4-8 1-2 11, Adams 7-12 0-0 
14, Westbrook 9-20 10-12 29, Ferguson 

6-8 0-0 14, Nader 0-0 0-0 0, Noel 0-1 0-0 0, 
Patterson 2-2 0-0 6, Schroder 5-13 2-4 13. 
Totals 43-85 26-33 123. 

Portland 25 30 32 27-114 

Oklahoma City 25 37 31 30-123 

Three-point goals—Portland 10-36 
(McCollum 7-12, Lillard 2-10, Leonard 

1- 3, Curry 0-1, Nurkic 0-1, Layman 0-4, 
Aminu 0-5), Oklahoma City 11-23 (George 

3-6, Grant 2-2, Patterson 2-2, Fergu¬ 
son 2-4, Westbrook 1-4, Schroder 1-5). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Portland 
52 (Nurkic 15), Oklahoma City 37 (West¬ 
brook 10). Assists—Portland 21 (Lillard 
8), Oklahoma City 26 (Westbrook 14). To¬ 
tal Fouls—Portland 20, Oklahoma City 20. 
Technicals—Oklahoma City coach Thun¬ 
der (Defensive three second). A—18,203 
(18,203). 

Raptors 120, Kings 105 

SACRAMENTO - Bogdanovic 6-15 3-4 
16, Bagley III 10-20 2-2 22, Cauley-Stein 4-5 

2- 2 10, Ferrell 4-13 0-0 10, Hield 5-14 3-3 15, 
Jackson 2-6 0-0 4, Giles III 4-8 3-6 11, Kou- 
fos 2-3 1-2 5, Mason 1-3 0-0 2, McLemore 

3- 4 2-3 10. Totals 41-91 16-22 105. 

TORONTO - Green 2-8 0-0 6, Siakam 8- 
14 1-1 18, Ibaka 5-13 5-6 15, Lowry 6-15 3-3 
19, VanVIeet 6-10 4-5 19, Powell 4-7 2-5 11, 
Miles 5-7 1-2 15, Boucher 2-4 4-4 8, Mon¬ 
roe 0-4 0-4 0, Wright 2-6 4-5 9, Loyd 0-1 0-0 
0, McCaw 0-2 0-0 0, Richardson 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 40-91 24-35 120. 

Sacramento 34 22 22 27-105 

Toronto 29 31 28 32-120 

Three-point goals—Sacramento 7-21 
(McLemore 2-2, Ferrell 2-5, Hield 2-6, Bog¬ 
danovic 1-4, Bagley III 0-2, Jackson 0-2), 
Toronto 16-40 (Miles 4-5, Lowry 4-9, Van¬ 
VIeet 3-6, Green 2-6, Powell 1-2, Wright 
1-2, Siakam 1-4, McCaw 0-1, Boucher 
0-2, Ibaka 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Sacramento 43 (Bagley III 11), 
Toronto 46 (Ibaka 10). Assists—Sacra¬ 
mento 29 (Bogdanovic 9), Toronto 25 
(Lowry 9). Total Fouls—Sacramento 27, 
Toronto 21. Technicals—Toronto coach 
Raptors (Defensive three second). A— 
19,800 (19,800). 



Sue Ogrocki/AP 


Thunder forward Paul George goes up for a dunk in front of Trail 
Blazers forward Meyers Leonard in the second half on Tuesday. 


NBA roundup 

George, 
defense 
lift OKC 

Associated Press 

OKLAHOMA CITY — A re¬ 
newed focus on defense has the 
Oklahoma City Thunder on an¬ 
other winning streak. 

Paul George had 36 points, 
eight rebounds and five steals, 
Russell Westbrook had a triple¬ 
double of 29 points, 14 assists and 
10 rebounds and the Thunder 
beat the Portland Trail Blazers 
123-114 on Tuesday night. 

Steven Adams and Terrance 
Ferguson each added 14 points for 
Oklahoma City, which snapped a 
three-game losing streak to Port¬ 
land at Chesapeake Energy Arena. 
After a stretch of losing five of six 
games, during which they gave 
up 154, 142 and 138 points in de¬ 
feats, the Thunder have won three 
straight and moved back into third 
place in the fluid Western Confer¬ 
ence standings. 

Damian Lillard had 34 points 
and eight assists, and C. J. McCol¬ 
lum scored 31 for Portland, which 
committed 19 turnovers — five 
more than its average — and had 
a three-game winning streak 
snapped. 

Sixteen of those Portland turn¬ 
overs came on Thunder steals. 
George—who ranks second in the 
NBA (behind Westbrook) in steals 
at 2.33 per game — led the way, 
and Ferguson added four steals, 
many of which led to points at the 
other end for Oklahoma City. 

“That’s what we lean on — our 
size, our length, our ability to be 
able to make it tough for 48 min¬ 
utes,” Westbrook said. “Eventu¬ 
ally we wear out teams.” 

Raptors 120, Kings 105: 
Kyle Lowry and Fred VanVIeet 
each scored 19 points, Pascal 
Siakam had 18 and Toronto beat 
Sacramento to extend its home 
winning streak to 10 games. 

Serge Ibaka had 15 points and 
10 rebounds for the Raptors, 
whose franchise record for con¬ 
secutive home wins is 12. 

Timberwolves 118, Suns 
91: Karl-Anthony-Towns had 

25 points, 18 rebounds and seven 
assists and Minnesota rolled past 
short-handed host Phoenix. 

Josh Okogie added a career- 
high 21 points for the Timber¬ 
wolves, who beat the Suns for the 
second time in a row, following 
a 116-114 win in Minneapolis on 
Sunday. 

Mavericks 106, Clippers 98: 

Dennis Smith Jr. had 17 points 
and eight rebounds in his return 
after a week away from the team 
amid trade talk, and host Dallas 
beat Los Angeles. 

Smith had two of his four assists 
on a layup and alley-oop dunk in 
the fourth quarter for DeAndre 
Jordan, who had 13 points, 16 re¬ 
bounds and four blocks. 
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NHL roundup 

Sharks 

outlast 

Capitals 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Tomas 
Hertl completed his hat trick 
by scoring in overtime, and the 
San Jose Sharks withstood Alex 
Ovechkin’s three goals to beat the 
Washington Capitals 7-6 on Tues¬ 
day night and hand the defend¬ 
ing Stanley Cup champions their 
sixth consecutive defeat. 

Hertl scored 2:48 into the 3-on- 
3 session, and a handful of hats 
were tossed onto the ice. Many 
more cascaded down earlier after 
Ovechkin’s third hat trick this 
season and 23rd of his career, 
but that came in a losing effort 
because of Evander Kane’s dra¬ 
matic goal that helped the Sharks 
end their three-game skid. 

With goaltender Martin Jones 
pulled for an extra attacker, Kane 
beat Braden Holtby with a second 
left in regulation for his second of 
the night. Holtby allowed seven 
goals on 43 shots in what was not 
one of the All-Star goalie’s finest 
performances. 

Joe Pavelski and Logan Cou¬ 
ture also scored for San Jose, 
which has allowed six goals in 
each of its past four games. 

T.J. Oshie, Andre Burakovsky 
and Evgeny Kuznetsov also 
scored for Washington, which has 
lost six in a row for the first time 
since the 2013-14 season. 

Blackhawks 3, Islanders 2 
(SO): Jonathan Toews and Pat¬ 
rick Kane scored in the shootout 
as host Chicago halted New York’s 
five-game winning streak. 

Toews scored on a backhander 
and Kane beat Robin Lehner be¬ 
tween the pads after nearly pull¬ 
ing to a stop. Cam Ward stopped 
Josh Bailey and Mathew Barzal 
to give the Blackhawks their sec¬ 
ond straight victory following a 
five-game slide. 

Flames 3, Hurricanes 2 (OT): 
Mikael Backlund scored 15 sec¬ 
onds into overtime to give host 
Calgary a victory over Carolina. 

Calgary (33-13-5) heads into 
the All-Star break as the No. 1 
team in the Western Conference, 
six points up on San Jose. 

Red Wings 3, Oilers 2: Luke 
Glendening scored twice and 
Detroit headed into the All- 
Star break with a win over host 
Edmonton. 

Dylan Larkin had a goal for the 
Red Wings, who snapped their 
two-game skid. Jimmy Howard 
made 32 saves. 

Coyotes 3, Senators 2: Vin- 
nie Hinostroza scored twice and 
added an assist to lead visiting 
Arizona over Ottawa. 

Derek Stepan also scored for 
the Coyotes, who are 6-1-1 in their 
past eight games. Darcy Kuem- 
per stopped 25 shots. Bobby Ryan 
and Ryan Dzingel had the goals 
for the Senators. 



Alex Brandon/AP 


Capitals goaltender Braden Holtby looks back at the game-winning 
goal scored by San Jose Sharks center Tomas Hertl in overtime of 
Tuesday’s game in Washington. The goal gave Hertl a hat trick. 

NHL scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 49 37 10 2 76 199 140 

Toronto 48 29 17 2 60 168 137 

Boston 49 27 17 5 59 143 128 

Montreal 50 27 18 5 59 152 148 

Buffalo 48 24 18 6 54 140 144 

Florida 48 20 20 8 48 152 170 

Detroit 51 19 25 7 45 145 172 

Ottawa 50 19 26 5 43 156 187 

Metropoiitan Division 
N.Y. Islanders 49 29 15 5 63 147 122 

Washington 49 27 16 6 60 168 156 

Coiumbus 48 28 17 3 59 154 146 

Pittsburgh 48 26 16 6 58 169 146 

Caroiina 49 23 20 6 52 135 147 

N.Y. Rangers 48 21 20 7 49 139 164 

Phiiadeiphia 48 19 23 6 44 139 169 

New Jersey 48 18 23 7 43 140 164 

Western Conference 

Centrai Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Winnipeg 48 31 15 2 64 167 134 

Nashviiie 51 29 18 4 62 159 134 

Minnesota 49 25 21 3 53 137 140 

Daiias 49 24 21 4 52 126 128 

Coiorado 49 22 19 8 52 167 157 

St. Louis 48 21 22 5 47 134 148 

Chicago 51 18 24 9 45 156 190 

Pacific Division 

Caigary 51 33 13 5 71 190 145 

San Jose 52 29 16 7 65 187 167 

Vegas 51 29 18 4 62 156 138 

Vancouver 50 23 21 6 52 145 156 

Anaheim 50 21 20 9 51 119 148 

Arizona 49 23 22 4 50 131 140 

Edmonton 50 23 24 3 49 144 163 

LosAngeies 50 20 26 4 44 114 150 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Monday’s games 
Nashville 4, Colorado 1 
Los Angeles 4, St. Louis 3 
Minnesota 4, Vegas 2 
Fiorida 6, San Jose 2 

Tuesday’s games 
San Jose 7, Washington 6, OT 
Arizona 3, Ottawa 2 
Chicago 3, N.Y. Isianders 2, SO 
Detroit 3, Edmonton 2 
Calgary 3, Carolina 2, OT 

Wednesday’s games 
Arizona at Montreal 
Washington at Toronto 
Minnesota at Colorado 
Nashville at Vegas 
St. Louis at Anaheim 
Carolina at Vancouver 

Thursday’s games 
No games scheduied 

Friday’s games 
No games scheduied 

Tuesday 

Sharks 7, Capitals 6 (OT) 

San Jose 2 2 2 1-7 

Washington 3 2 1 0-6 

First Period—1, San Jose, Paveiski 

27 (Meier, Burns), 0:12. 2, Washington, 
Ovechkin 34 (Backstrom, Oshie), 10:41 
(pp). 3, Washington, Burakovsky 6 (Boyd, 
Stephenson), 12:11. 4, San Jose, Hertl 20 
(Pavelski, Thornton), 14:27 (pp). 5, Wash¬ 
ington, Oshie 15 (Ovechkin, Carison), 
15:19. 

Second Period—6 , San Jose, Kane 
20 (Meier, Burns), 0:52. 7, Washington, 
Kuznetsov 9 (Vrana, Wilson), 2:53. 8, 
Washington, Ovechkin 35 (Backstrom, 
Oshie), 5:41. 9, San Jose, Couture 19, 
14:39. 

Third Period—10, Washington, Ovech¬ 
kin 36 (Kuznetsov, Vrana), 5:52. 11, San 
Jose, Herti 21 (Couture, Paveiski), 10:02 
(pp). 12, San Jose, Kane 21 (Pavelski, 
Herti), 19:59. 

Overtime—13, San Jose, Hertl 22 (Cou¬ 
ture), 1:48. 

Shots on Goai—San Jose 15-13-13-2— 
43. Washington 14-12-11-2-39. 

Power-piay opportunities—San Jose 2 
of 6; Washington 1 of 3. 

Goaiies—San Jose, Jones 23-10-4 (39 
shots-33 saves). Washington, Hoitby 17- 
11-3 (43-36). 

A-18,506 (18,277). T-2:38. 


Flames 3, Hurricanes 2 (OT) 

Caroiina 10 1 0—2 

Caigary 110 1-3 

First Period—1, Calgary, Kylington 3 
(Andersson, Hathaway), 1:58.2, Carolina, 
Hamiiton 7 (McGinn, Siavin), 15:48. 

Second Period—3, Calgary, Jankowski 
8 (Brodie, Backlund), 6:40. 

Third Period—4, Carolina, Aho 22 (Ter- 
avainen, Wiiiiams), 19:16. 

Overtime—5, Calgary, Backlund 12 
(Lindholm, Brodie), 0:15. 

Shots on Goai—Carolina 15-11-9—35. 
Calgary 8-3-13-1-25. 

Power-piay opportunities—Carolina 0 
of 2; Caigary 0 of 4. 

Goaiies—Caroiina, Mrazek 10-10-3 (25 
shots-22 saves). Calgary, Rittich 19-4-4 
(35-33). 

A-18,508 (19,289). T-2:36. 

Coyotes 3, Senators 2 

Arizona 1 2 0—3 

Ottawa 0 1 1-2 

First Period—1, Arizona, Hinostroza 6 
(Panik), 11:39. 

Second Period—2, Ottawa, Ryan 11 
(Dzingei, DeMeio), 1:09. 3, Arizona, Hi¬ 
nostroza 7 (Connauton, Chychrun), 3:31. 

4, Arizona, Stepan 10 (Hinostroza, Panik), 
6:25. 

Third Period—5, Ottawa, Dzingel 20 
(Duchene), 7:35. 

Shots on Goai-Arizona 10-11-12-33. 
Ottawa 10-9-8-27. 

Power-piay opportunities—Arizona 0 
of 1; Ottawa 0 of 2. 

Goaiies—Arizona, Kuemper 11-1_ . 
(27 shots-25 saves). Ottawa, Anderson 
14-15-3 (33-30). 

A-12,236 (18,572). T-2:29. 

Blackhawks 3, Islanders 2 (SO) 

N.Y. Isianders 110 0-2 

Chicago 0 2 0 0—3 

Chicago won shootout 2-0 
First Period—1, N.Y. Islanders, Filppula 
11,2:19. 

Second Period—2, Chicago, Strome 12 
(Kane, DeBrincat), 6:05 (pp). 3, N.Y. Isiand¬ 
ers, Barzal 14, 7:33.4, Chicago, J.Toews 22 
(DeBrincat, Strome), 19:38 (pp). 

Shootout—N.Y Isianders 0 (Bailey NG, 
Barzal NG), Chicago 2 (Toews G, Kane G). 

Shots on Goal—N.Y. Isianders 13-7-12- 
4-36. Chicago 9-18-10-3-40. 

Power-play opportunities—N.Y Is¬ 
ianders 0 of 2; Chicago 2 of 3. 

Goalies—N.Y. Islanders, Lehner 15-7-4 
(40 shots-38 saves). Chicago, Ward 8-8-4 
(36-34). 

A-21,330 (19,717). T-2:35. 

Red Wings 3, Oilers 2 

Detroit 0 2 1-3 

Edmonton 0 0 2—2 

Second Period—1, Detroit, Larkin 21 
(Bertuzzi, Nyquist), 4:03. 2, Detroit, Glen¬ 
dening 7 (Helm, Athanasiou), 10:01. 

Third Period—3, Edmonton, DraisaitI 
27 (Nurse, Chiasson), 4:31. 4, Detroit, 
Glendening 8 (Hronek, Athanasiou), 6:28. 

5, Edmonton, Banning 2 (DraisaitI, McDa- 
vid), 17:34. 

Shots on Goal-Detroit 11-12-4-27. 
Edmonton 7-10-17—34. 

Power-play opportunities—Detroit 0 
of 3; Edmonton 0 of 3. 

Goalies-Detroit, Howard 14-13-5 (34 
shots-32 saves). Edmonton, Koskinen 14- 
11-1 (27-24). 

A-18,347 (18,641). T-2:26. 

Scoring leaders 

Through Tuesday 


Nikita Kucherov, TB 
Johnny Gaudreau, CGY 
Connor McDavid, EDM 
Mikko Rantanen, COL 
Patrick Kane, CHI 
Nathan MacKinnon, COL 49 27 43 70 


GP G A PTS 

49 22 5' — 

51 29 4 
49 29 4 

49 23 5 

50 29 4 


Brayden Point, TB 
Sean Monahan, CGY 
Leon Draisaiti, EDM 
Mitcheil Marner, TOR 
Blake Wheeler, WPG 
Mark Scheifele, WPG 


49 30 3 

51 27 3 

50 27 3 

48 19 4z bi 

48 9 52 61 


WADA excuses 
Russian delays 

But still threatens Olympic ban 


By Eddie Pells 

Associated Press 

The World Anti-Doping 
Agency straddled the wide gulf 
between vindication and capitu¬ 
lation Tuesday, agreeing to keep 
Russia’s anti-doping operation in 
business after receiving much- 
sought-after lab data that could 
be used to prosecute hundreds of 
cheaters. 

But the decision came with a 
warning: Fool us again, and we 
can bar you from the Olympics. 

WADA officials accumulated 
the data more than two weeks 
after the Dec. 31 deadline they 
had insisted upon. The delay came 
due to an unexpected roadblock 
set up by Russian authorities. 

But they did, in fact, receive 
it, and WADA president Craig 
Reedie — lambasted over the 
years for being too soft on Russia 
and too soft on cheaters — made 
a not-so-subtle plea for this to 
be framed as a victory for clean 
competition. 

“If you think I’ve been vindi¬ 
cated, I’d be very happy if you’d 
say so,” he said. 

There are many who will sim¬ 
ply never agree with that. They 
believe WADA’s decision to re¬ 
instate the country’s anti-dop¬ 
ing agency before Russia had 
adhered to a number of require¬ 
ments was a grand betrayal of 
athletes who were cheated by 
the Russians at the 2014 Sochi 
Games and elsewhere while the 
country’s state-sponsored dop¬ 
ing conspiracy ran amok over the 
Olympic movement. 

“Clean athletes have suffered 
many bad days, but I hope today’s 
decision represents the straw that 
broke the camel’s back,” said Jim 
Walden, the attorney for former 
Moscow lab director Grigory 
Rodchenkov, whose information 
helped blow the lid off the Rus¬ 


sian scandal. “Make no mistake 
about it, there are two standards 
of doping justice: one for Russia 
and one for the rest of the world.” 

But the acquisition of the data 
is what WADA was after when it 
made its disputed decision in Sep¬ 
tember, and that’s what it got. 

“We’re in good position,” said 
Gunter Younger, who led the 
WADA delegation that gathered 
the data from the Moscow anti- 
doping laboratory. “We know 
what we’re looking for. We’ve 
identified the most suspicious 
cases. We need complementary 
data to go forward.” 

WADA’s director general, Ol¬ 
ivier Niggli, estimated the num¬ 
ber of outstanding cases is “in the 
line of (a) hundred or hundreds, 
but we’ll see.” 

WADA said it will need two to 
three months to authenticate the 
data. Eventually, it will also need 
urine samples, many of which still 
reside in the Moscow lab that had 
been, until recently, sealed off by 
Russian law enforcement. 

The chairman of WADA’s com¬ 
pliance review committee, Jona¬ 
than Taylor, made it plain that if 
any evidence has been tampered 
with, the committee will meet 
“without delay” to review the facts 
and can propose consequences 
that could include Russia’s ouster 
from next year’s Olympics. 

RUSADA’s new leader, Yuri 
Ganus, welcomed Tuesday’s 
news, even though it could lead to 
unwanted results. 

“It’s completely possible we 
could lose something from the 
medal table,” Ganus said, “but 
no one can take the legacy of the 
Sochi Olympics away from us. It 
was a great Olympics and one of 
the best organized. So I sincerely 
hope that we can turn this page 
and resolve all the issues, but 
we can’t simply turn it over and 
forget.” 



Pavel Golovkin/AP 


Russian National Anti-doping Agency (RUSADA) head Yiiri Ganus 
smiles during a news conference Tuesday in Moscow. 
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AUSTRALIAN OPEN 


Andy Brownbill/AP 

Lucas Pouille celebrates after 
defeating Milos Raonic in their 
quarterfinal match Wednesday 
at the Australian Open in 
Melbourne, Australia. 


Scoreboard 


Wednesday 

At Melbourne Park 
Melbourne, Australia 
Purse: $62.5 million (Grand Siam) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Quarterfinais 
Men 
Singies 

Novak Dj'okovic (1), Serbia, def. Kei Ni- 
shikori (8), Japan, 6-1,4-1, ret. 

Lucas Pouille (28), France, def. Milos 
Raonic (16), Canada, 7-6 (4), 6-3, 6-7 (2), 
6-4. 

Women 

Singles 

Karolina Pliskova (7), Czech Republic, 
def. Serena Williams (16), United States, 
6-4, 4-6, 7-5. 

Naomi Osaka (4), Japan, def. Elina Svi- 
tolina (6), Ukraine, 6-4, 6-1. 

Doubles 

Men 

Henri Kontinen, Finland and John 
Peers (12), Australia, def. Bruno Soares, 
Brazil and Jamie Murray (3), Britain, 6-3, 
6-4. 

Nicolas Mahut, France and Pierre-Hu- 
gues Herbert (5), France, def. Bob Bryan, 
United States and Mike Bryan (4), United 
States, 6-4, 7-6 (3). 

Sam Querrey, United States and Ryan 
Harrison, United States, def. Lukasz 
Kubot, Poland and Horacio Zeballos (7), 
Argentina, 3-6, 7-6 (5), 6-4. 

Doubles 

Women 

Semifinals 

Samantha Stosur, Australia and Sh- 
uai Zhang, China, def. Barbara Strycova, 
Czech Republic and Marketa Vondrouso- 
va, Czech Republic, 7-5,4-6, 7-5. 

Kristina Mladenovic, France and 
Timea Babos (2), Hungary, def. Alison 
Riske, United States and Jennifer Brady, 
United States, 6-4, 6-2. 

Mixed Doubles 
Quarterfinals 

Maria Jose Martinez Sanchez, Spain 
and Neal Skupski, Britain, def. Gabriela 
Dabrowski, Canada and Mate Pavic (1), 
Croatia, 6-1, 4-6, 11-9. 

Rajeev Ram, United States and Bar- 
bora Krejcikova (3), Czech Republic, def. 
Robert Farah, Colombia and Anna-Lena 
Groenefeld (5), Germany, 6-2, 7-5. 

John-Patrick Smith, Australia and As¬ 
tra Sharma, Australia, def. Bethanie Mat- 
tek-Sands, United States and Jamie Mur¬ 
ray, Britain, 6-2, 7-6 (5). 

Bruno Soares, Brazil and Nicole Meli- 
char (2), United States, def. Juan Sebas¬ 
tian Cabal, Colombia and Abigail Spears 
(6), United States, 6-1, 7-6 (3). 

Thursday’s schedule 

At Melbourne Park 
Melbourne 
Rod Laver Arena 

Leonardo Mayer, Argentina and Joao 
Sousa, Portugal, vs. Henri Kontinen, Fin¬ 
land and John Peers (12), Australia 

Petra Kvitova (8), Czech Republic, vs. 
Danielle Rose Collins, United States 

Karolina Pliskova (7), Czech Republic, 
vs. Naomi Osaka (4), Japan 

Stefanos Tsitsipas (14), Greece, vs. 
Rafael Nadal (2), Spain 

John-Patrick Smith, Australia and As¬ 
tra Sharma, Australia, vs. Bruno Soares, 
Brazil and Nicole Melichar (2), United 
States 

Margaret Court Arena 

Nicolas Mahut, France and Pierre-Hu- 
gues Herbert (5), France, vs. Sam Quer- 
rey. United States and Ryan Harrison, 
United States 

Maria Jose Martinez Sanchez, Spain 
and Neal Skupski, Britain, vs. Rajeev 
Ram, United States and Barbora Kre¬ 
jcikova (3), Czech Republic 


One point away, Serena stunned 


Star drops last 6 games in loss to Pliskova; Djokovic advances to semis 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 


In men’s action Wednesday, 
No. 28 Lucas Pouille of France 
reached his first Grand Slam 
semifinal by beating 2016 Wim¬ 
bledon runner-up Milos Raonic 
of Canada 7-6 (4), 6-3, 6-7 (2), 
6-4. Pouille, who is coached by 
two-time mgjor champion Ame- 
lie Mauresmo, had been 0-5 for 
his career at the Australian Open 
until last week. His next opponent 
will be 14-time m^or champion 
Novak Djokovic, who moved on 
when 2014 U.S. Open finalist Kei 
Nishikori stopped playing while 
trailing 6-1, 4-1. 

Nishikori was treated for leg 
problems by a trainer. 

Williams’ surprising depar¬ 
ture scuttled what would have 
been a much-anticipated rematch 
against Osaka, who beat her in 
the chaotic U.S. Open final last 
September. 

This defeat is the earliest in 


MELBOURNE, Australia — 
Four times, Serena Williams was 
only one point — a single point — 
from closing out a victory in the 
Australian Open quarterfinals. 

On the first such chance, at 5-1, 
40-30 in the third set, she turned 
her left ankle awkwardly. The 
owner of the best serve in the 
sport would lose every point she 
served the rest of the way. 

And so it was that a startling 
reversal and result would follow 
Wednesday at Melbourne Park, 
with Williams dropping the last 
six games of a 6-4,4-6, 7-5 loss to 
No. 7-seeded Karolina Pliskova of 
the Czech Republic. 

“I can’t say that I choked on 
those match points,” Williams 
said. “She literally played her 
best tennis ever on those shots.” 

The 37-year-old American 
didn’t call for a trainer during the 
match and later wouldn’t blame 
the ankle for the way everything 
changed down the stretch, say¬ 
ing afterward that it “seems to be 
fine.” 

But instead of Williams moving 
closer to an eighth championship 
at the Australian Open and re¬ 
cord-tying 24th Grand Slam title 
overall, it is Pliskova who will 
continue the pursuit of her first 
mqjor trophy. 

“I was almost in the locker 
room,” Pliskova told the Rod 
Laver Arena crowd, “but now I’m 
standing here as the winner.” 

Normally, Williams is the one 
manufacturing a comeback. This 
time, it was surprising to see her 
let a sizable lead vanish. Only 
twice before in 380 Grand Slam 
matches had Williams lost after 
holding a match point, at the 2010 
French Open and 1999 Austra¬ 
lian Open. 

In Thursday’s semifinals, Plis¬ 
kova will face No. 4-seeded Naomi 
Osaka, who advanced by beating 
No. 6 Elina Svitolina 6-4, 6-1. The 
other women’s semifinal will be 
two-time Wimbledon champion 
Petra Kvitova against unseeded 
American Danielle Collins. 


Mark Schiefelbein/AP 

Kei Nishikori, left, congratulates Novak Djokovic as Nishikori 
retires with an injury during their quarterfinal match Wednesday in 
Melbourne, Australia. 


Serena Williams reacts after losing a point to Karolina Pliskova during their quarterfinal match at the 
Australian Open on Wednesday in Melbourne, Australia. Pliskova won 6-4, 4-6, 7-5. 


Australia for Williams since 2014, 
when she exited with a fourth- 
round loss to Ana Ivanovic. Since 
then? She won the tournament in 
2015, lost in the final in 2016, and 
won again in 2017 while pregnant, 
before missing last year’s edition 
a few months after the birth of 
her daughter. 

As for chasing Margaret 
Court’s all-time mark of 24 Slam 
trophies in singles, Williams said: 
“It hasn’t happened yet, but I feel 
like it’s going to happen.” 

The match against Pliskova 
was played under a stifling sun, 
with the temperature around 80 
degrees. Williams — coming off 
an intense three-set victory over 
No. 1 Simona Halep in the fourth 
round — often stepped into the 
patches of shade behind each 
baseline. 

She did not start well. Her mis¬ 
takes were mounting and deficit 
was growing. 

In the first set alone, Williams 
made more than twice as many 
unforced errors as her opponent, 
11-5, a pattern that would con¬ 
tinue throughout. By the end, the 
margin was 37-15. 

Looking increasingly frustrat¬ 
ed, Williams would yell at herself 
after mistakes or gesture as if to 
say, “That’s NOT how I should be 
hitting the ball!” Add it all up, and 
Pliskova led by a set and a break 
at 3-2 in the second. 

Only then did Williams get 
going. From there, she imme¬ 
diately earned her first break 
point of the match and converted 
it to get to 3-all, beginning a run 
in which she claimed nine of 11 
games. 

“You don’t really feel,” Pliskova 
said, “like you’re going to win this 
match.” 

Serving for the victory at 5-1, 


40-30, Williams was called for 
a foot fault — reminiscent of an 
infamous such ruling at the U.S. 
Open a decade ago. During the 
ensuing point Wednesday, Wil¬ 
liams twisted her left ankle and 
dumped a forehand into the net. 

She grabbed at her foot after¬ 
ward, then double-faulted and 
would go on to cede that game. 

Not a big deal, right? She still 
had a sizable lead. 

Except that three more match 
points would follow while Plis¬ 
kova served, and she saved each 
one. 

“There’s nothing I did wrong 
on those match points. I didn’t do 
anything wrong. I stayed aggres¬ 
sive,” Williams said. “She just 
literally hit the lines on some of 
them.” 

Williams would again serve for 
the match at 5-3 — and again get 
broken. The owner of the most 
feared and respected serve in 
women’s tennis was broken for a 
third time in a row at 5-all, and 
Pliskova was on her way. 

“She got a little bit shaky in the 
end,” Pliskova said. “So I took my 
chances. And I won.” 

Osaka will carry a 12-match 
Grand Slam winning streak into 
the semifinals. 

The 21-year-old from Japan 
moved closer to a second con¬ 
secutive mqjor championship 
by parlaying her aggressive and 
powerful style into a 31-11 edge in 
winners against Svitolina. 

“For me, right now, I just try to 
keep looking forward. So I’m not 
really satisfied. Like, I am happy 
that I’m here, but at the same 
time, I want to keep going,” said 
Osaka, who never had been past 
the fourth round at the Australian 
Open. “There is more matches to 
win.” 
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NFL briefs 

Sources: League 
to look at reviews 



New York Yankees designated hitter Derek Jeter tips his cap to the crowd at Fenway Park in 2014. 

Jeter headlines the group of candidates who will be eligible for the Hall of Fame for the first time next 
season in 2020, and now that Mariano Rivera has become the first player to be elected unanimously, it 
won't be a surprise if another transcendent star does the same. 

On deck: Jeter headlines 
list of 2020 HOF candidates 


By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The NFL will 
consider expanding replay re¬ 
views to include certain penalties, 
including pass interference. 

Two people with direct knowl¬ 
edge of the NFL’s plans tell 
The Associated Press that the 
league’s competition committee 
once again will look into includ¬ 
ing more plays for video review. 
The people, who spoke Tuesday 
on condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause the NFL has not publicly 
announced such plans, stressed 
that the committee looks into the 
parameters of replay yearly. It 
has considered inclusion of what 
are considered judgment calls by 
officials in the past. 

Officiating once more became 
a hot topic during Sunday’s NFC 
championship game. A missed 
call by referee Bill Vinovich’s 
crew of a blatant pass interfer¬ 
ence penalty and helmet-to-hel- 
met hit by Rams cornerback 
Nickell Robey-Coleman on Saints 
receiver Tommylee Lewis likely 
cost New Orleans a spot in the 
Super Bowl. 

Saints coach Sean Payton said 
A1 Riveron, the NFL’s senior vice 
president of officiating, told him 
afterward that a flag should have 
been thrown. 

“Considering the current cli¬ 
mate after what happened in New 
Orleans, yes, that’s something 
the committee once again will 
strongly look at,” one person said. 
“It gets talked about each year, 
but it’s not been something the 
ownership or the league has gone 
for.” 

Indeed, the powerful competi¬ 
tion committee always has op¬ 
posed placing judgment calls of 
any kind in the replay process. 
Any changes to replay would 
need approval by at least 24 of the 
32 team owners, but first the com¬ 
petition committee would need to 
recommend such alterations. 

One reason the league has been 
loath to expand replay is a fear 
it would significantly lengthen 
games — and not with any real 
action. 

Expanding the number of 
coaches’ challenges also could 
occur. That’s been discussed be¬ 
fore and usually tabled or not 
presented to the owners. Several 
head coaches, including Payton, 
have expressed their support of 
more challenges. 

Chiefs fire defensive 
coordinator Sutton 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — The 
Chiefs fired defensive coordina¬ 
tor Bob Sutton on Tuesday, just 
two days after Kansas City failed 
to stop Tom Brady and the New 
England Patriots on what turned 
out to be the only possession of 


overtime in a crushing 37-31 
playoff defeat. 

Chiefs coach Andy Reid an¬ 
nounced the firing in a brief state¬ 
ment. It came one day after he 
said he would evaluate all aspects 
of the team but declined to ad¬ 
dress Sutton’s future specifically. 

“Bob is a good football coach 
and a great person. He played an 
integral role in the success of our 
team over the last six seasons,” 
Reid said. “I’ve said before that 
change can be a good thing for 
both parties, and I believe that is 
the case here for the Chiefs and 
Bob.” 

The 67-year-old Sutton had 
been defensive coordinator since 
2013, when he joined Reid’s ini¬ 
tial staff in Kansas City. The 
longtime college and NFL assis¬ 
tant had previously spent more 
than a decade with the New York 
Jets, including a stint as defensive 
coordinator. 

Kansas City allowed 405.5 
yards per game, better only than 
Cincinnati, and was the ninth- 
worst scoring defense in the 
league. The Chiefs were espe¬ 
cially poor against the run, and it 
showed in Sony Michel’s success 
against them in the AFC champi¬ 
onship game. 

Even more damning to Sut¬ 
ton was the call by CBS analyst 
Tony Romo on the TV broadcast. 
Romo was uncanny in predicting 
exactly what New England would 
do, yet the Chiefs were unable to 
stop it. 

Cardinals WR Fitzgerald 
back for 16 th season 

TEMPE, Ariz. — Star receiver 
Larry Fitzgerald is returning to 
the Arizona Cardinals for a 16th 
NFL season. 

The Cardinals announced 
Wednesday that they signed the 
35-year-old Fitzgerald to a one- 
year contract. Team president 
Michael Bidwell says, “No player 
has meant more to this franchise 
or this community than Larry 
Fitzgerald.” 

In the finale of his 15th season, 
Fitzgerald still looked the part 
of an NFL wide receiver and ex¬ 
ceptional pass catcher with four 
catches for 36 yards. He caught 
the 116th touchdown pass of his 
career and became the third 
player with at least 1,300 career 
receptions. He matched the fran¬ 
chise record for career games 
played with his 234th game in a 
Cardinals uniform and became 
the second receiver in league his¬ 
tory with 2,000 yards receiving 
against three different teams, 
joining Jerry Rice. 

Fitzgerald’s future was one of 
the big questions going into the 
Cardinals’ offseason. Arizona 
fired coach Steve Wilks and re¬ 
placed him with former Texas 
Tech coach Kliff Kingsbury. 


By Noah Trister 

Associated Press 

Mariano Rivera sailed into the 
Hall of Fame without a single dis¬ 
senting vote. Next year, it’s Derek 
Jeter’s turn — and don’t expect 
much opposition then, either. 

Jeter headlines the group of 
candidates who will be newly eli¬ 
gible for the Hall next year, and 
now that Rivera has become the 
first player elected unanimously, 
it won’t be a surprise if another 
transcendent New York Yan¬ 
kees star does the same. With 
3,465 hits to his credit — not to 
mention five World Series titles 
— Jeter shouldn’t have much to 
worry about when the results are 
announced. 

Whether he goes in unanimous¬ 
ly is another matter. After his 
longtime teammate broke ground 
as the first player selected on 100 
percent of the ballots submitted, 
some baseball writers might be 
more willing to vote strategi¬ 
cally: Nobody is allowed to pick 
more than 10 players, so for some 
it could make sense to leave off a 
certain inductee if a vote would 
mean more for a player on the 
bubble. 

But nobody left off Rivera this 
time, and Jeter’s stature in the 


sport is similar. 

Here are a few other things to 
watch in the next Hall of Fame 
vote: 

Best of the rest 

Jeter may be the only first-bal¬ 
lot Hall of Famer next year, but 
there are a handful of other new 
candidates who distinguished 
themselves as well. Cliff Lee won 
a Cy Young Award and Jason 
Giambi has an MVR Alfonso So¬ 
riano accomplished a rare 40-40 
season in 2006. 

Final shot 

Edgar Mar¬ 
tinez made 
the Hall this 
year in his 
last chance 
on the ballot. 
Fred McGriff 
did not. Next 
season, it’s 
Larry Walker 
who will be 
up for the 
Walker 10th and final 
time. Walker’s 
vote percentage shot up this year 
from 34 to 55. He’ll need another 
increase like that to get in. 


Bonds and Clemens 

Barry Bonds and Roger Clem¬ 
ens, their candidacies held back 
by links to performance-enhanc¬ 
ing drug use, appear to have hit 
a wall. In their seventh year on 
the ballot, Clemens received 59.5 
percent of the vote and Bonds re¬ 
ceived 59.1. Last year, Clemens 
was at 57.3 percent and Bonds 
was at 56.4. 

In theory, there’s enough time 
to make up the remaining ground 
— Martinez was below 50 percent 
three years ago — but views on 
Bonds and Clemens appear pret¬ 
ty entrenched. 

Other holdovers 

Four players were elected this 
year by the Baseball Writers’ As¬ 
sociation of America, and with 
only Jeter standing out among 
the newcomers, the ballot might 
feel a bit less crowded next year. 
That could be good news for play¬ 
ers like Walker, Curt Schilling 
(61 percent this year) and Omar 
Vizquel (43 percent). Walker has 
one chance left, but Schilling and 
Vizquel have an opportunity to 
make progress in 2020 and again 
in 2021, when the group of new¬ 
comers appears less formidable. 
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BASEBALL HALL OF FAME _ 

First: Pitcher Halladay being inducted posthumously 



FROM BACK PAGE 

Halladay, an ace with the To¬ 
ronto Blue Jays and Philadelphia 
Phillies, got 85.4 percent and will 
be the first posthumous inductee 
since Deacon White in 2013 and 
Ron Santo in 2012. Halladay died 
in November 2017 at 40 years old 
when an airplane he was flying 
crashed into the Gulf of Mexico 
off the coast of Florida. 

Martinez was a .312 hitter over 
18 seasons with Seattle. He got 

- ^ - 85.4 percent 

in his 10th 
try 

on the 
ers’ ballot. 
He and Ba- 
J \ J ines will join 

V . ■' induct- 

I ■' ' M Frank 

Ml Thomas as 

the only Hall 

Halladay of 

to play the 

m^ority of their games at desig¬ 
nated hitter. David Ortiz will be 
eligible in 2022. 

“I think the fact that Harold 
Baines and me got in this year 
is going to help the future of the 
DH for years to come,” Martinez 
said. 

Mussina was a steady right¬ 
hander for the Yankees and Bal¬ 
timore Orioles who went 270-153 
with 2,813 strikeouts over 18 sea¬ 
sons. He received 76.7 percent, 
getting seven more votes than the 
319 required for election. 

Barry Bonds and Roger Cle¬ 
mens made gains but again fell 
short in their seventh times on 
the ballot. Bonds got 59.1 percent 
and Clemens 59.5, their cases 
muddied by steroid accusations. 

Rivera grew up in Panama the 
son of a fisherman. He signed 
with New York in 1990, debuted 
in the mqjors as a 25-year-old in 
1995 and a year later emerged as 
one of the game’s best relievers. 
Part of a core that included Derek 
Jeter, Andy Pettitte and Jorge 
Posada, Rivera helped the Yan¬ 
kees win four World Series from 
1996-2000 and another in 2009. 

“The scouting report was the 
same every time,” Jeter wrote at 
The Players’ Tribune. “Mo knew 
he was going to throw that cutter. 
The guy at the plate knew he was 
going to throw that cutter. Fifty 
thousand plus at Yankee Stadium 
knew he was going to throw that 
cutter. And it wouldn’t matter.” 

The Yankees didn’t even wait 
until Rivera’s final game to retire 
his No. 42—he was the last player 
in the mqjor leagues to wear that 
number, grandfathered to him 
when No. 42 was retired in honor 
of Jackie Robinson in 1997. 

“Wearing No. 42, represent¬ 
ing Jackie Robinson, I assume 
he was the first No. 42 elected,” 
Rivera said. “To be the last No. 42 
elected to the Hall of Fame, and 
unanimously, is amazing.” 

Though his music taste skews 
more Christian rock than heavy 
metal, Rivera toed the Yankee 
Stadium rubber to Metallica’s 
“Enter Sandman” for much of his 
career. “The Sandman” became 
synonymous with the song’s fore¬ 
boding guitar riff, and the Rock 
& Roll Hall of Famers performed 


Voting 


425 votes cast, 319 needed 

x-Mariano Rivera 425 (100.0); x-Roy 
Halladay 363 (85.4); Edgar Martinez 
363 (85.4); Mike Mussina 326 (76.7); 
Curt Schilling 259 (60.9); Roger Clem¬ 
ens 253 (59.5); Barry Bonds 251 (59.1); 
Larry Walker 232 (54.6); Omar Vizquel 
182 (42.8); Fred McGriff 169 (39.8); 
Manny Ramirez 97 (22.8); Jeff Kent 77 
(18.1); Billy Wagner 71 (16.7); x-Todd 
Helton 70 (16.5); Scott Rolen 73 (17.2); 
Gary Sheffield 58 (13.6); x-Andy Pet¬ 
titte 42 (9.9); Sammy Sosa 36 (8.5); An- 
druw Jones 32 (7.5). 

Received fewer than 22 votes (less 
than 5 percent): x-Michael Young 
9 (2.1); x-Lance Berkman 5 (1.2); x- 
Miguel Tejada 5 (1.2); x-Roy Oswalt 4 
(0.9); x-Placido Polanco 2 (0.5); x-Rick 
Ankiel 0; x-Jason Bay 0; x-Freddy Gar¬ 
cia 0; x-Jon Garland 0; x-Travis Hafner 
0; x-Ted Lilly 0; x-Derek Lowe 0; x-Dar- 
ren Oliver 0; x-Juan Pierre 0; x-Vernon 
Wells 0; x-Kevin Youkilis 0. 

x-first year on ballot 


it live at Yankee Stadium in 2013 
before one of Rivera’s final home 
games. 

Like all the bats he sawed off 
with that dastardly cutter, Ri¬ 
vera shattered an 83-year-old 
standard with his selection. Ruth, 
Young and the game’s other early 
stars fell short of unanimous 
election in the first ballot in 1936 
because of a backlog of worthy 
candidates. With the bar set so 
high, some writers began leaving 
worthy first-year players off their 
ballots. 

Bill Ballou of The Telegram 
& Gazette in Worcester, Mass., 
wrote in November that he 
wouldn’t vote for Rivera because 
he didn’t think closers belonged 
in the Hall. Instead of robbing Ri¬ 
vera of unanimous status, though, 
Ballou planned to not send a ballot 
at all. Ballou announced Tuesday 
he had changed his mind and sent 
a ballot that included Rivera. 


Rivera and Smith will be the 
seventh and eighth relievers in 
the Hall, joining Hoyt Wilhelm 
(1985), Rollie Fingers (1992), 
Dennis Eckersley (2004), Bruce 
Sutter (2006), Rich Gossage 
(2008) and Trevor Hoffman 
(2018). 


Halladay won two Cy Young 
Awards, one each with Toronto 
and Philadelphia, before ending 
his career in 2013 at 36 years old 
due to back injuries. 

The right-hander was a first- 
round draft pick by Toronto in 
1995, debuted in the m^ors in 
1998 and struggled terribly until 
being demoted to the minor 
leagues in 2001. With the help of 
sports psychologist Harvey Dorf- 
man, Halladay reinvented him¬ 
self and became an All-Star in 
2002, then won 22 games and an 
AL Cy Young in 2003. 

Halladay’s best season came in 
2010, his first following a block¬ 
buster trade to Philadelphia. 
Halladay pitched a perfect game 
against the Florida Marlins in 
May, then delivered a no-hitter 
against Cincinnati in the opener 
of the NL Division Series. It was 
just the second no-hitter in post¬ 
season history after the Yankees’ 
Don Larsen pitched a perfect 
game against Brooklyn in the 
1956 World Series. 

In an era marked by pitch 
counts and early hooks, Halla¬ 
day was a workhorse. Since 2000, 
Halladay’s 65 complete games 
are by far the most in the m^ors 
— Livan Hernandez is second at 
39. 

Halladay pitched 12 seasons 
with Toronto and four with the 
Phillies, making it likely his Hall 
plaque with have a Blue Jays 
logo. 

The only other player elected 
on the first ballot posthumously 
was Christy Mathewson in 1936. 


Roberto Clemente was chosen 
in a special election in 1973 after 
dying in a plane crash on Dec. 31, 
1972. 

Martinez was among the game’s 
steadiest hitters throughout the 
1990s and early 2000s, winning 
two batting titles and hitting 309 
homers. 

A late bloomer from Puerto 
Rico, Martinez never played 
more than 100 games in the ma¬ 
jors until he was 27. He broke in 
as a third baseman before becom¬ 
ing a full-time DH at 32, a role he 
held until retiring at 41 in 2004. 
MLB’s yearly award for the top 
DH is named in his honor. 

Martinez’s classmates certain¬ 
ly couldn’t get him out. The slug¬ 
ger was ll-for-19 (.579) lifetime 
against Rivera, 23-for-75 (.307) 
with five homers against Mus¬ 
sina and 8-for-18 (.444) against 
Halladay. 

“Especially early in my career, 
I got two strikes on Edgar, and 
the third one never showed up,” 
Rivera said. 

Martinez got just 36.2 percent 
of the vote in his first ballot ap¬ 
pearance in 2010 and fell as low as 
25.2 percent in 2014 — the cutoff 
for induction is 75 percent. With 
a push from the sport’s analytics 
community and a hearty social 
media campaign, Martinez made 
mqjor progress in recent votes, 
including 70.4 percent in 2018. 

“Some of the sabermetrics re¬ 
ally helped,” Martinez said. 

Mussina and his nasty knuckle 
curveball also got a push from the 
advanced numbers. He felt lucky 
to get 20.3 percent in his first bal¬ 
lot in 2014 but steadily gained 
support. 

Mussina’s 3.68 ERA will be the 
third highest in Cooperstown be¬ 
hind Jack Morris (3.90) and Red 
Ruffing (3.80), but writers gave 
him a break for pitching in the 
slugger-heavy AL East, with its 
cozy ballparks. 

“You know they’re small or hit¬ 
ter friendly, it’s just how it was,” 
Mussina said. “I just kept trying 
to make adjustments.” 

Mussina fell short of 300 wins 
and 3,000 strikeouts, but those 
traditional markers haven’t been 
as crucial to modern voters. 

This proved more relevant: 
His 83 wins above replacement, 
per Baseball-Reference, rank 
58th all-time. That’s just ahead of 
first-ballot Hall of Fame pitchers 
Nolan Ryan and Tom Glavine. 

Mussina spent 10 seasons in 
Baltimore and eight in New York. 
He said he was unsure which hat 
would be on his Cooperstown 
plaque — the Hall makes the 
final call. 

“Certainly by July, we’ll have 
something worked out,” he said. 

It was only the fifth time the 
writers voted in four players in 
one class — it also happened last 
year, in 2015,1955 and 1947. The 
largest group selected by writers 
was the inaugural five-member 
class of Ty Cobb, Honus Wagner, 
Ruth, Mathewson and Walter 
Johnson in 1936. The writers and 
Today’s Game Era Committee 
have combined to elect 31 people 
since 2014. 



Elaine Thompson/AP 


Edgar Martinez became a full-time designated hitter at age 32 and 
played until he was 41. He hit .579 against Mariano Rivera, .307 
against Mike Mussina and .444 against Roy Haliaday. 
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UNANIMOUS 

Rivera first to be named on every ballot 


By Jake Seiner 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK 

his honor was saved for the one and only 
Mariano Rivera. 

Not Babe Ruth. Not Hank Aaron. Not 
Cy Young. 

Not until “The Sandman” could everyone agree. 

Rivera became baseball’s first unanimous Hall 
of Fame selection, elected Tuesday along with 
Edgar Martinez, Mike Mussina and the late Roy 
Halladay. Rivera received all 425 votes in ballot¬ 
ing announced by the Baseball Writers’ Associa¬ 
tion of America. Ken Griffey Jr. held the mark for 


top percentage at 99.32 when he was on 437 of 440 
ballots two years ago. 

“Beyond my imagination,” Rivera said. 

The quartet will be enshrined in Cooperstown 
along with Today’s Game Era Committee selec¬ 
tions Harold Baines and Lee Smith on July 21. 

Rivera is baseball’s career saves leader with 
652. With a steady demeanor and a fearsome cut 
fastball, he won five World Series over 19 seasons 
with the New York Yankees. He was always at his 
best in October, getting 42 saves with a 0.70 ERA 
over 16 postseasons, including 11 saves in the 
World Series. 

SEE FIRST ON PAGE 31 



Inside: Next year it’s Jeter’s chance to join Rivera in Hall, Page 30 



Matt Slocum/AP 


Yankees reliver Mariano Rivera received all 425 votes in balloting 
by the Baseball Writers’ Association of America. 


Pliskova storms back to stun Serena » Australian Open, Page 29 













